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Worship
at Saint
Faith’s
SUNDAY SERVICES
11.00 am

SUNG EUCHARIST and Children’s Church
Holy Baptism by arrangement

WEEKDAY SERVICES
Monday to Friday at 9.30 am Morning Prayer
Tuesday at 6.30 pm Eucharist
Thursday at 10.00 am Eucharist
Friday at 6.00 pm Evening Prayer
Friday at 6.30 pm Eucharist
Saturday at 10.00 am Morning Prayer (during summer recital season)
Saturday at 10.30 am Eucharist (during summer recital season)
SACRAMENT OF PENANCE AND RECONCILIATION
The Clergy are available by appointment to hear confessions or to talk about any
matter in confidence. The Sacrament of Reconciliation is always available in
preparation for Christmas and Easter and at other advertised times.
HOME VISITS to the sick and housebound and those in hospital
If you, or someone you know, are unable to get to church and would like to
receive Holy Communion at home, the Eucharistic Ministers are happy to
undertake this - please call 928 3342/07976 901389 to arrange this, or to arrange
a visit to someone in hospital or at home.
IN A PASTORAL EMERGENCY
Please telephone as for home visits or a member of the ministry team.
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From the Ministry Team

June 2014

Dear Friends
As the solemnity of Lent and Passiontide recede, we have been renewed in the glory
and hope following the Resurrection. Our relationship with God and with one another
continue to grow and develop. Communication and understanding are mutual friends
– in all of this.
I have been learning German, at night class for the last few years, and it has been both
fun and frustrating at times! I have also realised that I have learnt more than just how
to speak a bit of German. Languages are rather like conversations – they evolve and
change direction over time. The Old English of the Anglo-Saxons was straight from
continental Europe (modern day Germany, Denmark and the Netherlands) – pretty
much a foreign language to us now.
It is really important that we keep up with the changes – to make sure that we are
speaking the same language and that we understand each other. The Bible is our
handbook for life, to help us have a firm understanding and faith in God. Prayer too,
is that unique conversation with God. If we keep that conversation going, then our
understanding will grow. The gentleness of the spirit, which we try to aspire to is our
way, as Christians. As I have found, if I keep practising the German it DOES get
easier.
The wonderful tradition of music at St Faith's is another dimension of that
communication with God. The words of St Augustine of Hippo, ‘He who sings prays
twice’ resonate here. On Saturdays, during the summer season, St Faith’s always
opens its doors to welcome in music lovers, and offers refreshment to the weary.
We have also remembered the other St Augustine – first Archbishop of Canterbury –
on 26th May. His mission to the Anglo-Saxons began towards the end of the 6th
Century. The church mission in Canterbury continues today. We, too at St Faith's
have a vital role in the mission of the Church in England
God Bless

Paula
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Diary of Events 2014
These are the highlights of what is happening in worship and activity for the rest
of 2014. There will doubtless be additions and alterations in the course of the
year: please consult the church website online diary, which is regularly updated.
Monday May 19th Mission and Justice Group meeting
Saturday May 24th at 12noon: concert: the Rising Bridge Piano Trio
Tuesday May 27th at 7.30 pm: Visitation Service at Christ Church, Bootle
Thursday May 29th at 8.00pm Ascension Day eucharist
Saturday May 31st at 12 noon: concert: Woodwind students of Shaun Lock
Tuesday June 3rd at 7.00 pm: Windows into Heaven talk
Saturday June 7th at 12 noon: concert: St Nicholas Singers
Sunday June 8th Pentecost Sunday lunch in the Church Hall after the morning service
Tuesday June 10th at 7.00pm: Windows into Heaven talk
Wednesday June 11th at 7.30 pm: Services Support Group meeting
Saturday June 14th PCC Away Day; Saturday concert at 12 noon: Becky Waite
Sunday June 15th at 6pm: Compline and Benediction for Trinity Sunday
Thursday June 19th at 8.00pm: Corpus Christi High Mass, with blessing of
eucharistic ministers, Bishop Lindsay Urwin, followed by vicarage party
Saturday June 21st at 12 noon: concert: Liverpool Youth Orchestra
Wednesday June 25th at 7.00pm: PCC meeting
Saturday June 28th at 12noon: concert: the Cantilena Singers
Sunday June 29th: Strawberry Tea at 17 Mayfair Avenue; BCP evensong for
Petertide, with the choir of Walton St Mary at 6.30 pm
Tuesday July 1st at 7.00 pm: Windows into Heaven talk
Wednesday July 2nd at 7.30 pm: Services Support Group meeting
Saturday July 5th at 12 noon: concert: Liverpool Festival Choir
Tuesday July 8th at 7.00pm: Windows into Heaven talk
Saturday July 12th at 12 noon: concert: Claire Hyams and Keith Cawdron
Saturday July 19th at 12 noon: concert: Crosby Gilbert and Sullivan Society
Saturday July 26th at 12 noon: concert: Melanie Harvey (violin)
Saturday August 2nd at 12noon: concert : Ian Dunning (baritone)
Saturday August 9th at 12 noon: Saturday concert: Melanie Harvey & Gregor Cuff
Sunday 17th August Parish Barbecue
Wednesday September 3rd at 7.30 pm: Services Support Group meeting
Wednesday 17th September at 7.00 pm: PCC Meeting
Sunday September 21st at 11.00 am Harvest Festival and Parade service
Friday 26th – Sunday 28th September: Parish Retreat to Mirfield
Wednesday October 3rd at 7.30 pm: Services Support Group meeting
Saturday October 4th Patronal Festival event tbc
Sunday October 5th (Eve of St Faith’s Day) Patronal Festival High Mass at 11.00 am
Wednesday 22nd October at 7.00pm PCC Meeting
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Wednesday November 5th at 7.30 pm: Services Support Group meeting
Sunday November 9th: Remembrance Sunday Parade service
Sunday 30th November – Saturday 6th December: Christmas Tree Festival
Sunday 7th December: Toy and Parade Service
Wednesday 11th December: PCC Party

James Eshelby – an appreciation
It was while travelling back from St. Mary’s church in Waterloo some months ago
that I passed ‘Eshelby Close’, a small cul-de-sac of eighteen homes. The name
Eshelby struck a chord, as I chanced upon it last year whilst researching a magazine
article on our founder, Douglas Horsfall.
At the back of St. Faith’s church is a large oak commemorative panel, upon which are
remembered previous Vicars and Churchwardens who have served St. Faith’s over the
last one hundred and fourteen years. There you will see the name of James Eshelby,
one of the very first Churchwardens of St. Faith’s. With this in mind, I turned to my
computer to see what online revelations might be revealed about James and his life in
Waterloo.
Thankfully, Eshelby is an unusual name; searching through the 1901 census I found
him living at ‘St. Leonard’s’ in Waterloo Park, along with his family and servants.
The census lists him as head of the household, aged 57, living with his wife (aged 67)
and his daughter, Annie, aged 28. Two servants are also listed as residing in the
household: a cook and a housemaid. James’ occupation is given as ‘Upholsterer’s
Manager’ and his place of birth; ‘Upton St. Leonard’s, Gloucestershire’. Further
online research and help from the Local History unit at Crosby Library provided a
more thorough picture of Eshelby (although, sadly very little imagery of the man).
James Eshelby spent all his professional life in the furnishing trade, acquiring his
skills in London, before eventually moving to Liverpool, initially setting up home in
Manley Road, Waterloo. In the late 1890s he was associated with Warings (furnishing
store) in Bold Street, Liverpool as a director. His descendants tell me that he imported
items (mainly ceramics) from places such as China. He must have been doing quite
well, because sometime in the 1880s he moved to the much larger home, known as St.
Leonard’s, in Waterloo Park.
As well as his commercial interests, Eshelby had a strong interest in local politics and
was a stalwart of the local Conservative party. Described in an election profile in the
Crosby Herald of 1908 as a ‘rather democratic Conservative’, he successfully
represented St. Mary’s ward on the Waterloo-with-Seaforth district council between
1889 and 1898 and was chairman of the council from 1906 to 1909.
The Crosby Herald article goes on to provide a good insight into the goodly works and
civic service that Eshelby provided over many years to the district.
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“Mr. Eshelby has always been closely associated with church work. Some years ago
he was the superintendent of the Sunday school connected with St. Nicholas’ Church,
Blundellsands, and at a later period took a close interest in the building at St. Mary’s
Church, where he was an official for many years. When St. Faith’s Church was
established, feeling such a deep gratitude to Mr. Horsfall for the noble work he was
doing, and having known Mr. Douglas Horsfall for a considerable time, he became
his local agent, and threw all his energy into the completion of that beautiful church,
and became its first churchwarden, working very hard to make it successful from the
first as a church for the people.”
He embodied all that was good of the late Victorian gentleman: successful,
honourable and willing to serve his community. He had risen from fairly humble
beginnings to achieve commercial success and enjoyed a full and active involvement
in civic life. However, he also suffered personal loss. His eldest son, George, was
drowned in a tragic accident in 1884. As a fitting memorial, his wife, Charlotte,
embroidered an altar frontal for St Mary’s Church.
James was also director of the Liverpool furnishing company, J. O’Neill & Co. of
Church Street. I believe that it was O’Neill’s that provided furnishings to both St.
Mary’s and St. Faith’s in the early years of their existence. As churchwarden and
treasurer of St. Faith’s in 1903, he would be well placed to advise on possible sources
for any drapes or curtaining required.
One of Eshelby’s notable achievements in the area was the formation and construction
of the Waterloo Constitutional Club in South Road, Waterloo. This undertaking was
achieved through the cooperative efforts of like-minded Conservatives and served as a
meeting place where those values and ideas could be discussed and promoted. This
red brick building in South Road was, in the 1980’s, a Job Centre, before more
recently becoming a restaurant; the upper floors being converted into residential
accommodation. The Constitutional Club was to play an important part in the story of
St. Faith’s and St. Mary’s, as we shall see in a future article.
His wife pre-deceased him, dying in 1913. The funeral was held at St. Faith’s with
the service taken by the vicar of St. John’s, Rev. Douglas E. Morton followed by
interment at St. Luke’s Church, Crosby.
James Eshelby died some eight years later, leaving an estate of £2903 to his daughter.
The Crosby Herald obituary of 1921, warmly portrayed him as a ‘tower of strength to
the Conservative cause’ and a ‘staunch member of the Church of England’. It was
reported ‘that when the movement to erect St. Faith’s Church was brought about he
was much interested in the project, and watched the building as it progressed on
behalf of Mr. Horsfall’. He was remembered for the ‘readiness with which he lent the
beautiful grounds attached to his residence for entertainments’ (during the First World
War). Despite his early and close association with St. Faith’s, his funeral took place at
St. Mary’s, but it would seem no St. Faith’s representatives attended.
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His daughter continued to live in the family home until her death in 1962. ‘St
Leonard’s’, the Eshelby family home, is now the Woodlands Guest House. After her
death, the land, previously the extensive gardens to the house, was developed and
Eshelby Road built where a lake had been filled in during the war.
Little did I imagine, when I began this research, the impact and devotion that James
Eshelby evidently had upon the community of Waterloo, over 100 years ago. Perhaps
we should regard him as the first member of the United Benefice of Waterloo! There
remain several questions unanswered; why did he seemingly change allegiance from
St. Mary’s to St. Faith’s (and then back again); did he maintain his friendship with
Douglas Horsfall in later years and what of his early work with St. Nicholas’ church?
Whatever further research may reveal, I will view those names commemorated at the
back of church with new found respect now… just a few more names to go!

John Woodley

Cumfy Chat
The editor was eavesdropping on an animated conversation between two ladies on a
Cumfy Bus (sic), as it trundled past St Faith’s the other day. Said one lady to the
other:
‘I haven’t been inside that church for over fifteen years, you know. It’s almost
Catholic now. My father used to say. You don’t bow at the altar. You DON’T make
the sign of the cross. We’re not Catholics!’
Unfortunately, they got out at the next stop before I could put them right (!)

Stop the Traffik
Sue writes:
Just before our Annual Meetings, we held a simple Lenten lunch, at which donations
were invited for ‘Stop the Traffik’, a charity that campaigns against human trafficking
worldwide and which supports those who have been trafficked as sex workers or as
exploited labour.
We were inspired to support Stop the Traffik by Gemma Sampson, an ordinand
training for the priesthood at the College of the Resurrection, Mirfield. Gemma gave
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one of our Compline addresses in Lent, speaking passionately and movingly about her
work with trafficked women in India. The day after her talk, the Pope’s envoy and the
Archbishop of Canterbury’s representative, together with representatives from other
faiths, signed a covenant agreeing to work together to end human trafficking – an
important ecumenical step as well as sending a clear message about social justice and
protecting the weak. It just shows that in this, as in much else, St Faith’s are forwardlooking and thinking!
Gemma’s impassioned address is published here in full.

Is not this the fast that I choose?
“Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of
the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to share your
bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the
naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin?”
Isaiah is largely responsible for the more colourful bits of my faith journey. It is
passages like this, from Isaiah 58; words like ‘loose the bonds of injustice’ and ‘let the
oppressed go free’ that shaped last summer for me.
I am not normally a confident, bold woman. I am often ruled by fear, but last May I
left my job and home in Coventry to spend three months working in the slums of India
with women and girls who were trafficked into the sex industry. I went because when
I prayed ‘what are You doing about human trafficking God?’ the reply came back
‘what are You doing about it Gemma?’, and because verses like this make it clear this
is what it means to bear the name Christian; we have a responsibility to loose the
bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free, whenever and however we can.
India is the epicentre of human trafficking, and according to the United Nations, it is
the most dangerous country in the world to be female.
Most of my time was spent living and working in Mumbai, with women and girls who
have been trafficked into the sex industry. There are currently more than 200,000
females working in Mumbai’s red light area which is the largest in the world; more
than a third of them are under 18. Almost half are HIV positive.
When I spoke with one of the managers of the programme, he memorably said to me
that the two main reasons for people being bought and sold are poverty and patriarchy.
Extreme poverty makes people utterly desperate. In a patriarchal society like India,
the birth of a daughter is often commiserated with, rather than celebrated, and can be
classed as a curse from god rather than a gift. With that, girls and women can be seen
as dispensable. This goes some way to explain why 27 million people worldwide are
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currently being trafficked. 27 million slaves in the world today. Another person
trafficked every 15 seconds. Four people a minute. More than 80% are women and
children and most of them are trafficked into the sex industry. The remaining 20% are
sold into bonded labour in cotton mills, chocolate and coffee plantations or domestic
servitude.
Human trafficking is the fastest growing crime in the world. It will soon eclipse the
drugs trade to become the largest grossing crime and it affects every single country (as
either a source country, transit, or receiving country).
We live in a world where human beings have a price tag, and it is pitifully small. The
average price of a human, worldwide, is £60. In India it is significantly less. I met
one 6-year-old girl who had been sold for £5. And God made humans last and says
we are priceless. Something has gone dangerously wrong.
So, let me tell you about Leela. Leela is a sister in a large family of brothers. When
her father remarried, there was deemed to be no room for her in the new family home
and she found herself living in a bus shelter as a young teenager. Leela was
‘befriended’ by two men who gave her something to eat and water to drink. The water
contained drugs which knocked Leela out and when she woke up she found herself in
a brothel in Mumbai, thousands of miles from her home village. Her brothers had
sold her to these men, who sold her on, into the red light area. When she arrived she
was pregnant. The physical demands of her working life resulted in her miscarrying.
She was kept in Mumbai by force, until she had earned back the money the brothel
keeper paid for her. By that time her spirit was broken and she stayed, because she
didn’t know what else to do. Leela had contracted HIV and knew she would not be
welcome back in her village. She’d brought shame on her family. Leela spent more
than 15 years in the red light area until she became too sick to work. She was rescued
and placed in one of the rehab projects I worked in. By the time she reached us her
physical and mental health were in a terrible state. Leela is now learning to manage
her HIV and is receiving treatment for schizophrenia. Some days she seems crippled
by her past, but she’s learning to speak English and began a tailoring course. Leela’s
story is the story of so many other women. Some have been rescued. Some are still in
the bus shelter and the brothel.
Do you know, I visited seven different churches in India before someone from the
pulpit mentioned poverty or human trafficking. There are more people in slavery
today than at any other time in the history of the world and sometimes it feels like the
church hasn’t noticed. I received subtle and direct messages that said ‘we are here to
worship God; don’t bother us with these issues’.
But true worship messes up the church. It happens seven days a week, it brings in
people who dress inappropriately, say the wrong thing and smell bad. True worship
takes people when they are still captive and walks alongside them, to loose their bonds
and set them free. It doesn’t demand that people look free before they come. In one
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church, a woman asked me to stop speaking about trafficking because it upset her.
Only two of the churches that surround the largest red light area in the world have said
that women trapped in prostitution are welcome in their church. The overarching
message from the church is that these precious, beautiful women are not welcome.
Lord, have mercy. The church, the Bride of Christ, should be welcoming not only the
women but also the pimps and customers and brothel keepers and traffickers.
I have definitely not got this sorted. Working with the women and girls, like Leela,
was an immense privilege but I definitely can’t say I was as welcoming to everyone I
met. Let me read you an extract from one of the blog posts from my trip…
I'll never forget stepping into the first brothel and seeing the women; a diverse mix of
young and old, loud and silent, laughing and staring, fully clothed and almost naked.
Instantly I loved these women. Instantly I could see they are children of God and that His
image is clearly stamped on them; they weren't the dirty, cheap, slur on society they are
often painted as...
And then I saw the men. The first brothel was on a main road. The front door was a
curtain that flapped open. A man walked in, went behind the curtain and emerged 15
minutes later. And NOBODY batted an eyelid.
The next few brothels…were large buildings. Filthy, dark, concrete lined, stinking
buildings. As I walked along the corridors, men passed me and women leant against their
doorways. Some men walked briskly, others sauntered along but nobody looked away, or
showed any shame or embarrassment or anything really. And I despised those men. They
made my skin crawl. They made me want to scream: How dare you touch these beautiful
women and think you can buy them? How dare you mar the image of the creator in these
precious children?
And there were the pimps and the traffickers and the brothel keepers. Then the challenge
from God began.
"They are my children too" God said.
"They are made in My image too"
"My image is marred in them, but it is not destroyed"
"They are my children and I love them"
Last Thursday I shook hands with the first pimp I have ever knowingly met. I looked at him
- he was small and wearing jeans and a vest… He was polite. He asked me my name, in
English. I told him my name, in Hindi and asked him his. Kasim. And I looked at him
while he 'joked' with another guy and I thought he was pathetic. Some of the other pimps
joined us. And all I kept thinking was "you buy and sell women for sex". And God kept
saying to me "can you see Jesus in these men?".

I wrote that last June and I still find this difficult, but, just as Leela needs setting free
from the injustice of human trafficking, so does Kasim. And how will this ever happen
unless we, the people of God, carry out the fast our Lord chooses?
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There are encouraging signs too. I encountered groups of Christians following the
words of Isaiah. One church leader in Goa told me he had spent too long trying to be
holy so that he’d failed to hear God asking him to open a home for women and
children affected by HIV. He has heard God’s heart for those who are bound by
injustice and has seen that he can bring freedom, shelter, clothing and food, and that
THIS is what trying to be holy looks like.
I don’t know what the answer to human trafficking is, but I remain convinced that
God’s message is one of justice and release to the captives, and I have to believe the
church can take the lead in ushering God’s kingdom in.
And human trafficking, and other gross injustices are not just a problem ‘out there’.
Two days before I came home from India, ten men in my home city were convicted of
trafficking girls, on my housing estate, for the purpose of sexual exploitation. Last
month there was a newspaper report on sex workers in Liverpool; how at least half of
them were workers from abroad, many of whom have been trafficked from Eastern
Europe and are working against their will. If we take the prophecy of Isaiah seriously,
these are the chains of oppression we are called to break.
People have asked me if there’s anything we can do. Of course we can pray, and we
must. But what can we do practically? How might we become an answer to these
prayers? Well, my current thinking isn’t very radical but I have a few suggestions…
We need to be informed of the issues our brothers and sisters face, and allow it to
upset us;
We can continue to buy fair trade, to ensure we’re not contributing to the oppression
of labourers;
Buying clothes in charity shops reduces the demand on the cotton industry – time
doesn’t allow for me to share the stories I have from there but, suffice to say, the
treatment of girls in cotton mills is truly horrific
And I would encourage you to look into child sponsorship. Sponsoring a child is a
small way of combating poverty. The girl I sponsor only costs me £20 per month. The
longer she remains in education, the more likely it is that she’s traffick-proofed.
As you can tell, I could talk about this all day but I will stop here, and close with some
words that follow this evening’s Isaiah passage:
‘Then you shall call and the Lord will answer; you shall cry for help and He will say
‘Here I am’. If you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted,
then your light shall rise in the darkness… The Lord will guide you continually and
satisfy your needs in parched places… You shall raise up the foundations of many
generations: you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live
in’. Lord God, please may it be so. Amen
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Holy Week
and Easter
Gallery 2014

The Palm Sunday procession
began in the hall, then out and
round the vicarage into
church for the service.
Maundy Thursday saw the
traditional washing of the feet
and the gathering round the
altar for the consecration

The Garden of Gethsemane in the
Lady Chapel focussed our prayers
before and after the Maundy
Thursday service
Good Friday saw the dramatic
erection of the Great Crucifix and
its veneration by the congregation

By Holy Saturday, the Easter
Garden was in place beneath the
pulpit.
The Easter Eve Vigil saw the
lighting of the Paschal candle
from the new fire outside the
church in the gathering darkness.

On Easter Day, at the
Sung Eucharist, the people
receive
the
blessed
sacrament,
and
light
prayer candles in the Lady
Chapel, while the same
service
includes
the
ministry of Holy Baptism
around the font

On Easter Day, Sue carries
the newly baptised child to
the back of church to receive
the congregation’s welcome
and applause.
After the service, Geoff
Dunn, retiring parish office
manager, receives thanks
and a farewell presentation

Finally on Easter morning. the
ashes of Ken Hollis and Jim
Turvey are interred in the Garden
of Remembrance.
Earlier in the month, Fr Thomas
Sevile, of the Community of the
Resurrection, Mirfield, paid a visit
– see John Woodley’s article on
page 19

Bricks and Mortar-Boards
News from the Waterloo Partnership
In the Waterloo Partnership we often feel that three hours’ conversation with our
partners in Waterloo Sierra Leone is worth more than three months exchange of
emails, and so our yearly visits to Sierra Leone are a vital part of our work. This April
our visitor was Professor David Lloyd, a former member of the St. Faith’s
congregation, who travelled on his own in order to keep costs as low as possible. He
found nevertheless that his one-to-one conversations with local people were extremely
valuable and illuminating. A summary of his visit report will appear on our website
(www. waterloopartnership.co.uk) and is well worth reading: it illustrates so many of
the problems facing a developing country, as well as some of the difficulties
encountered by a small charity like ours!
David highlighted two main areas of need in his report. The first is the plight of the
war widows, a group of displaced women who after the disruption of the civil war
were given land on which they and their families could be re-located. The only way
they could survive was by subsistence farming, and since 2006 the Partnership has
supplied them with tools, seeds and fertiliser: more recently we have also funded
agricultural training sessions. Over the past couple of years we have learnt that many
of these families live in the most appalling conditions: they are housed in shacks
constructed from a flimsy wood framework, with tarpaulin roofs and walls, and a mud
floor. The conditions these families have to endure during the rainy season can only
be imagined. They urgently need decent safe housing, and so the Partnership is
launching a ‘Home & Dry’ campaign to build new homes for them, with brick walls,
corrugated iron roofs, and concreted floors. It will cost us about £10,000 to re-house
the ten most vulnerable families: so we have a long way to go.
For the past nine years we have provided schooling for 40 vulnerable children and
orphans in Waterloo Sierra Leone, who would not otherwise have any education. We
supply them with school uniforms, shoes, and stationery, ensure that their school fees
are paid, and give their guardians a small allowance so that they can provide rice for
the children when times are hard. The original cohort of pupils from this ‘Uniforms’
scheme are now leaving school, some hoping to go to college or university. Two
young women, Cynthia Reffel and Betty Nicol, have embarked on nurse training
courses funded by the Waterloo Partnership. We are extremely grateful to Sacred
Heart Catholic College in Crosby, for the generous sponsorship that has enabled this
to happen.
This year we may have more school leavers from the ‘Uniforms’ scheme who want to
go to university, and so we are looking for further sponsors to help us with providing
bursaries. It is a ‘big ask’ as university courses in Sierra Leone last for a minimum of
four years; and fees, though a fraction of those in the UK, are still substantial.
Nevertheless it would be wonderful if we could provide tertiary education for at least
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some of these very able children, who are among the poorest in their community.
Finally, a sincere word of thanks for all at St. Faith’s who have supported the
Waterloo Partnership over the years, either through the ‘Christmas Gift’ scheme, or in
other ways: you will have already contributed much to our work with the war widows,
and with education. Please pray that over the next few years, the hopes of the
Waterloo SL community for ‘bricks and mortar-boards’ will be fulfilled.

Fred Nye
Chair, the Waterloo Partnership.

Windows into Heaven
Walking and Worshipping with the
Communion of the Saints in St Faith’s
Below we reproduce the text of the introduction provided by Sue to the first ‘Tuesday
think about’ of the post-Easter season, focussing on the windows in the north and south
aisles of our church, and studying the lives of the saints portrayed in them.
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside
every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race
that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the
sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has
taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.
In St Faith’s, we are, quite literally, surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses. And, like
Dante’s vision of heaven as a community of friends, what we are surrounded by reflects
both order and equality. Order, because each of our windows gives us a double glimpse
into heaven – the saint depicted in the windows, and the more ‘local’ saint in whose
memory the window is dedicated. In most of our windows, there is a kind of symbolic or
emotional logic to the connection between the Saint depicted and the Saint commemorated
– something perhaps to reflect on when you look at them.
Of course, we explicitly worship with the Saints in every Eucharist… the doxology to the
Eucharistic prayer says, ‘so that we, in the company of our Blessed Lady, Saint Faith and
all the Saints, may praise and glorify you forever.’ And we meet them before that, when
we affirm our belief, in both the Apostles’ Creed and the Nicene Creed, in ‘the communion
of the Saints.’ We never worship alone – at the end of the Eucharistic prayer, we are
caught up for a moment in kairos, in sacred time, with ‘all who stand before you in earth
and heaven.’ Time and eternity meet. Of course, they meet at other times too – we are, as
the Welsh poet and artist David Jones recognised, ‘sacramental animals,’ and so at times
are caught in a moment when we see the world in a grain of sand. But in the Eucharist
there is an intentionality, as it were, to do so – ‘an intention to re-present, show forth or
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call forth something,’ as Jones puts it (David Jones: Art and Sacrament in Epoch and
Artist; Faber, London 1959 pp 143-179, at p163). So it is important too that the Saints here
are in our windows. The Orthodox talk about icons as windows into heaven – we don’t
look at them, but through them, and a bit sideways on, get a glimpse of eternity. There are
echoes perhaps here of Herbert’s famous hymn: ‘A man that looks on glass/on it may stay
his eye/or if he pleaseth through it pass/and then the heaven espy’.
If we look at both the Apostles’ Creed and the Nicene Creed, we begin with belief in God,
and end, more or less, with the Communion of the Saints. But this is actually a circling
back to the beginning again. Belief in God as Creator is not primarily belief in the ‘lighter
of the blue touch paper,’ as it were, but as that personal power that holds us in existence
moment by moment – and his power is the power of relentless, committed love – again, as
Dante ends the ‘Paradiso’, the ‘love that moves the Sun and the other stars’ (L’amor che
move il sole e l’altre stele). But it is a power that sustains us not just through the
exigencies of earthly life in all its particularity and concreteness, but is the power that
raised Jesus from the dead – and so gives us back those we have known in this life in
another way – as the ancestors or the saints. (It is one reason why All Souls’ Tide is both
absolutely clear eyed about the reality of death and also full of hope – as every funeral is of
course!)
So the saints worship with us, and encourage us in prayer. We explicitly pray with Our
Lady in the Hail Mary, and at other times (we will do a Litany of the Saints this evening).
Why should we expect them to change the habit of a lifetime, just because they’ve died?
And, perhaps, the perspective of eternity makes prayer easier – the discipline of our prayer
life is not easy whilst we still live in time.
The saints then also give us an ‘eschatological perspective’ - and the theologian Boris
Gunjevic reminds us that this is necessary in order to keep a clear head. Again, it is to do
with putting a grain in time – we can very easily get caught up in the perspectives and
neuroses of our own age, and our current preoccupations can come to seem to be absolute.
The saints remind us forcibly that they are not – that this too will pass, however important
it seems, and that in some way God’s providence and generous love is always stronger
than death and despair.
The saints also connect us very forcibly to reality through a characteristic we all have,
which is actually a way of perceiving reality – the imagination. It is very clear in our
windows – we do not know what these saints look like, but the way they are dressed, the
symbols that surround us, set up resonances in us, and enable us to connect their story to
ours, and of course, to connect both stories to the Gospel.
God of holiness, your glory is proclaimed in every age:
as we rejoice in the faith of your saints,
inspire us to follow their example
with boldness and joy;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
May all the Saints of God pray for us; may the angels of
God watch around us to protect us; may the Lord Jesus
give us his +blessing of peace. Amen
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A Reflection upon the Feast of
the Apostles, Peter and Paul
In an age when the teachings of the church are being brought into question, it is good
to recall that at end of this month we celebrate the lives of two men upon whom the Lord
built his church – two men of great faith - Peter and Paul. The feast day of St Peter, our
leader in faith and Paul, its fearless preacher, reminds us that everything we know and
believe comes to us from the Apostles. Apart from them, we would have nothing upon
which to base our Christian faith. Peter was a fisherman with little or no schooling who
was blissfully unaware of the greater world outside Galilee. He first came into contact with
Jesus by the lake shore, where his boat served as the master’s earliest pulpit. By nature,
Peter was full of energy and impetuous. There was nothing cunning about him. If he had a
strong feeling about something he let you know it. The gospels go to great lengths to stress
his weaknesses, fears and failures. He had a tendency to act first and think later. Peter was
never at his best when relying on his own imagined strengths. When he thought he could
walk in water, he sank. At the Last Supper he made the bold claim to remain a loyal and
steadfast friend of Christ to the bitter end: ‘Even though they all fall away, I will not’.
However, before the night was over, a servant girl taunted him and his courage ran out. He
denied knowing Jesus three times. We can sense his appalling misery as the Lord gazed at
him with a look of love after sentence had been passed. Despite betraying Jesus in his hour
of need, Peter experiences forgiveness and is given the wonderful task of looking after all
the people whom Jesus loved. One thing Peter teaches us is the importance of getting up
and rejoining the struggle, no matter how often we my fall. Often failure can be the finger
of God pointing the way, wakening within us an awareness of our own helplessness.
We first meet Paul in the Acts of the Apostles, on the edge of a murderous mob that is
stoning St Stephen to death. Luke notes that Paul approved of this terrible deed. Paul was a
champion of the old Jewish religion as well as a fierce foe of the Christian way of life. He
even scoured the countryside in search of Christians to persecute. It was on one such
escapade to Damascus that his life was suddenly changed. A flash of light threw him to the
ground and he heard Jesus calling out: ‘Why are you persecuting me?’ At that moment he
realised that to persecute Christians was to persecute the Messiah who somehow lived in
the members of his church. From this time forward Paul was driven to share the exciting
truth of the gospel. He was a man of action, driven on by the all-consuming love of Christ.
His missionary journeys implanting the seeds of the gospel brought him through much of
the Mediterranean world.
His strategy of first approaching the local synagogue frequently provoked violent
persecution and resulted in him being beaten, stoned and imprisoned. The outcome was
that he found himself preaching to Gentile audiences who proved to be more receptive to
his message. Paul was difficult to live with and seemed to have a charisma for causing
controversy wherever he went. Apparently you could have Paul or peace but it was
difficult to have both. As well as being a missionary he was an intellectual who thought
through the great questions of faith.
18

While they lived, Pater and Paul had different parts to play in the life of the new church.
They were different in background and character, and represented two different
approaches, which will forever be in creative tension with one another. Peter moved
slowly to new ideas. It was his view that things should remain as Jesus left them and it
took nothing less than a special vision, before he understood that the Gentiles were to enter
the church on equal terms with the chosen people. Paul’s idea was that there were issues
that Jesus hadn’t dealt with but which could not be ignored. There will always be a
creative tension between the Peters and the Pauls if the gospel message is to find
expression in a changing world. Both apostles were martyred in Rome under the
persecution of the Emperor Nero. According to tradition, Paul was beheaded and Peter met
his end by stretching out his hands on a cross, just as his master had been. Both may have
been scapegoats for the torching of the city of Rome but they did light a fire that has not
gone out. For this we give thanks.

Fr Dennis

Mirfield to Liverpool
A little while ago I received an enquiry from Fr. Thomas Seville of the Community of the
Resurrection, based at Mirfield. He was interested to learn more of the Horsfall family,
their involvement with Liverpool church building and their seeming passion for AngloCatholicism. As he would be visiting Liverpool during Holy Week to preach at St. Agnes
church, we agreed that it would be a good idea to meet to spend some time looking around
St. Faith’s. Needing some back up, I volunteered our venerable editor (not my choice of
adjective! Ed) to assist in this task.
And so it was in contemplative mood that we sat in the Lady Chapel, waiting for the
arrival of Fr. Thomas and Reverend Sue. It was an appropriate place to sit, taking in the
beauty of our church and thinking of the impending triduum services, soon to begin.
Hearing voices from the Vestry, we rose to meet our guest. After brief introductions we
began our tour of St. Faith’s. Standing in the chancel enabled our gaze to take in the vast,
simple volume of St. Faith’s, quite different from St. Agnes where Fr. Thomas had been
staying and preaching. It was a pity then that the beauty of the Salviati reredos was
concealed, being covered in readiness for Holy Week. Observing the sanctuary lamps, Sue
helpfully informed us that they were literally being held together with paperclips and wire
– don’t linger under them was the message!
St. Agnes Church, where Fr. Thomas was staying, was the first Douglas Horsfall
benefaction and is widely regarded as one finest churches of its type. The architectural
critic, Nikolaus Pevsner described it as: “by far the most beautiful Victorian church of
Liverpool... an epitome of Late Victorian nobility in church design”. Built some fifteen
years earlier than St. Faith’s and designed by J L Pearson, (architect of Truro Cathedral), it
is much more elaborate in its decoration and internal detailing - a reflection perhaps of
architectural taste of the time and no doubt helped by a generous budget of £28,000. By
contrast, St. Faith’s, designed at the end of the Victorian era by Messrs Grayson and Ould,
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reflected a changing taste in architecture, combining plain red brick interior and dressed
sandstone – ‘free Gothic’ according the English Heritage. A smaller budget of £21,000
compared to St. Agnes, dictated economies. This is evident in the simpler treatment of
surfaces, more austere furnishings and, (when opened) plain leaded glass windows.
Our tour continued down the side aisles, taking in the stained glass windows, those in the
north aisle being of ‘Whitefriars’ glass. Our tour was interjected by anecdotes of St.
Faith’s, fond memories of people past and present, stopping to take in the Runcie window,
commemorating the life, work and connection of Archbishop Robert Runcie to St. Faith’s.
We discussed the significance and impact of the Horsfall family upon the Liverpool
diocese. In total the Horsfalls built eight churches and contributed to the building of a
further two. In addition, Douglas Horsfall was patron to St. Catherine’s and St. Paul’s
churches in Liverpool and gave much financial support to the establishment of St. Chad’s
College, Durham.
And so we continued around the church, taking in the beauty of our statues, whilst
discussing the politics surrounding the installation of the nave altar back in the 1970's and
Father Charles. It is hard to imagine now but the pews originally extended beyond the
font, leaving just a small space between the chancel and screen.
The chancel screen, designed by Giles Gilbert Scott (architect of Liverpool Cathedral),
provided our next stopping point. It was erected in memory to Robert Elcum Horsfall (his
son) who died in the First World War and features fine carvings of St. Chad, St. Agnes, St.
Paul and St. Catherine, all representing Douglas Horsfall endowments.
Fr. Thomas made the interesting observation, that Douglas Horsfall honoured child saints
in naming his churches. Indeed, Horsfall was noted for his work and support of young
people and their organizations at St. Agnes. He held bible classes for young people, ran a
cricket club, and in the winter led gymnasium sessions in the church hall. We speculated
that his benevolence towards young people was the catalyst that prompted him to choose
Faith as the patron saint for our church.
All too soon Fr. Thomas' visit was over but with a snap for the album for posterity, an
offer of a cup of tea in the vicarage and the firm promise to keep in touch, our meeting,
sadly, was over.

John Woodley

Say Hello to Your New PCC!
The vicar writes:
At the bottom of this article and on the notice board at the back of Church, you will
find a list of members of the PCC elected at the last APM/APCM.
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The PCC is YOUR voice in the church, consisting largely of YOUR elected
representatives. It is the key decision-making body of any Church of England parish.
It consists of clergy, churchwardens and others elected by the Annual Parochial
Church Meeting (APCM) of the parish. Churchwardens, the Priest-in-Charge, the
Reader representative and the Deanery Synod representatives are ex-officio on the
PCC, and Fr Dennis, as a retired priest, has been co-opted on to the PCC.
The Church of England is the Established Church, and so the powers and duties of
PCCs are defined by certain Acts of Parliament and other legislation, principally the
Parochial Church Councils (Powers) Measure 1956. Its role is hugely important: it has
the responsibility and the privilege, along with the incumbent of promoting the
mission of God in its parish. Legally, the PCC is responsible for the finances of the
parish. It also has ultimate responsibility for the care and maintenance of all church
buildings and their contents. Although these responsibilities are executed by the
churchwardens, all PCC members have a share in the oversight.
It has a voice in the forms of service used by the church and has oversight on anything
that might affect the welfare of the parish. In an incarnational faith, ‘matter matters,’
and the PCC’s responsibility for what we might call ‘stuff’ – buildings, money, nuts
and bolts, how services are run, is still tied up with its responsibility for mission – for
ensuring the Kingdom of God moves forward in its parish. It is a big responsibility –
but it is a privilege and it is also quite a lot of fun – it gives people an opportunity to
learn from one another and to connect the very practical and the spiritual in a way that
is probably unique in contemporary culture.

Areas of mission.
Everyone on a PCC is also a Charity Trustee. Initially this may sound daunting as
there are legal responsibilities involved. This is important, but it should not put us off,
as it ensures we are as open and accountable as possible in our life together and in the
way we serve our parish. Besides, enthusiasm, common sense and commitment are
the most important things!
Once PCC minutes are agreed, they are put on the notice board at the back of church.
You are very welcome to raise any issues with PCC members or with me.
The PCC also runs several sub-committees, either to take responsibility for particular
areas or to be ‘task and finish’ groups for particular tasks. Any group that meets in the
Parish is ultimately accountable to the PCC. There are vacancies on several of these,
but you do not have to be on the PCC to be a member. See the notice board at the
back of Church for details.
Every PCC must run a Standing Committee. This is a statutory committee that
consists of the Priest-in-Charge, Wardens, Treasurer, Secretary and two PCC
members, one of whom, this year, is the Lay Chair. It has two functions: to transact
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business between PCC meetings if necessary and to set the Agenda for PCC meetings.
PCC members serve for three years, then step down. This is important as it means
new people are encouraged to come forward and offer their skills, talent and time to
serve the Parish….you have almost a year to think about becoming a PCC member –
perhaps think about standing for election next year?

PCC Members 2014
Ex officio
Priest in charge: Revd Sue Lucas (chair)
Reader representative: Jackie Parry
Wardens: Brenda Cottarel and Rick Walker
Deanery Synod representatives: Peter Garner, Gareth Griffiths and Kathleen Zimak
Elected members
To retire in 2015: Michael Broom, Sally Noakes, Irene Taylor and Ruth Winder
To retire in 2016: Mike Carr, Margaret Houghton, David Jones (treasurer), Chris Price
To retire in 2017: Peter Brookfield, Maureen Madden (lay chair), Lillie Wilmot
(secretary) and Brian Worster-Davis
Co-opted until 2015 APCM: Fr Dennis Smith
PCC Sub-committees
The Standing Committee members are Revd Sue, the churchwardens, the treasurer,
the secretary and PCC members Maureen Madden (lay chair) and Chris Price. In
addition there are the following committees, whose current members are listed at the
back of church.
Fabric and Premises
Mission and Justice
Catering Team
Planning Group
Liturgy Forum
Two groups, for Stewardship and Communications, have yet to be formed:

100 Club Winners in May
1 No. 147 Ann Dickinson

2 No. 160 St Faith’s Bobcats

3 No 60 Denise Walker

Tailpiece from another magazine
We are all in favour of change as long as it doesn’t make any difference…
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Online edition extra

Farewell to Geoff Dunn
On Easter Day, the people of St Faith’s said goodbye to our esteemed Parish Office
Manager, Geoff Dunn, and presented him with gift tokens for his spare time
occupation. Below we print his reply: we wish him a long and happy ‘retirement’ –
maybe even long enough to see his football prayers, and those of Sue, come true. Ed,
(whose prayers are of a different colour)
Dear all at St Faith’s,
I write to say a huge thank you for the card and gift vouchers presented to me on my
retirement from St Faith’s and St Mary’s.
I am very much enjoying my new-found free time and am steadily working through
the list of DIY jobs that grew so long over the past four years. I’m also playing some
golf and am delighted to say that the gift vouchers I received obtained me a new pair
of golf shoes which are in full use! I’m also very busy in the run up to my daughter’s
wedding on 25th May and still have my speech to finalise. Thanks goodness I don’t
write sermons.
I can say without reservation that I thoroughly enjoyed my time at St Faith’s. From the
moment I walked into my interview some 10 minutes late (I like everyone else found
the annexe at St Mary’s difficult to find on that first occasion!) I felt welcomed. The
welcome never diminished and on top of that everyone was also very friendly and
supportive. I truly enjoyed working with Fr. Neil, Fr. Simon as well as the rest of the
ministry team, wardens Maureen and Margaret, treasurer David, website and
magazine editor Chris and all at St Faith’s.
In my brief time working for Revd. Sue, I also rapidly got to know her and I’m sure
we would have worked well together too. As I mentioned to her on my retirement, she
has all I would look for in a vicar: she understands and knows a lot about golf and
occasionally prays for Everton too!
In my last month or so, it was wonderful to see St Faith’s with its sparkle, energy and
busyness again. Long may it continue. I am enjoying some long weekend breaks and
also have my daughter’s wedding but I shall see you from time to time as and when I
can get into church on the odd Sunday.
God bless,

Geoff
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Monday 4.45 - 5.45 pm. Geraldine Forshaw 928 5204
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CHOIR PRACTICE
Friday 7.15 pm - 8.30 pm.
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The July 2014 ‘Newslink’ will be distributed on or before Sunday, June
22nd. Copy by Sunday, June 8th, please – but all contributions are welcome
at any time.
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