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Worship at  
St Faith’s  
 
 

SUNDAY SERVICES  
 

11.00am              SOLEMN MASS and Children’s Church  
1.00pm                Holy Baptism (2nd Sunday)  

6.00pm                Evening Service  (1st Sunday) 

 
WEEKDAY SERVICES 

 

Morning Prayer  
 Monday to Friday at 9.30am 

Evening Prayer  
 Friday at 6pm 

Holy Eucharist  
 Monday, Tuesday and Saturday at 10.00am  

 Wednesday 10.30am at St Mary’s 

 Friday 6.30pm  
 
SACRAMENT OF PENANCE AND RECONCILIATION  
The Clergy are available by appointment to hear confessions or to talk about any 

matter in confidence. The Sacrament of Reconciliation is always available in 

preparation for Christmas and Easter and at other advertised times.  

 

HOME VISITS to the sick and housebound and those in hospital 
If you, or someone you know, are unable to get to church and would like to receive 

Holy Communion at home the Eucharistic Ministers are happy to undertake this - 

please call 928 3342 to arrange this. Likewise, to arrange a visit to someone in 

hospital or at home, please call 928 3342 to arrange this.  

 

IN A PASTORAL EMERGENCY  
Please contact the vicarage (928 3342) or a member of the ministry team. 
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From the Ministry Team        June 2013 
 

Keep it local 

Dear friends 

 

I’ve been enjoying getting about in wonderful Crosby and Waterloo, with and without 

my hairy friend. After a rather itinerant life hitherto, it’s wonderful to be in a settled 

community where the old civic values still survive – neighbourliness, a physical 

environment that’s mostly well cared-for, strong local institutions. 

 

Another joy is the preponderance of small shops. One of the shop-keepers in St. 

John’s Road told me that only three of the shops in the whole road are not 

independents. That may be some sort of record in modern Britain, and is surely 

testimony to the local loyalty of what in many ways seems still to be quite a 

traditional community. I’ve been delighted more than once to notice shop-keepers 

greeting customers by name in the St. John’s Road or College Road shops. 

 

All in all, I feel this is the kind of place where traditional church can still thrive. It’s a 

joy go about the place and find that people already know about the churches. They 

respect us for the work we do, and a dog-collar gets a more positive reception than it 

would in many parts of the country.  

 

My initial forays into local institutions have been very positive, and there have already 

been one or two tangible results. It was a privilege recently to attend my first meeting 

as a member of the Advisory Board for Waterloo, Valewood and Thornton Children’s 

Centres. In May I also took a service for older people at Waterloo Day Centre (this 

will hopefully be something the Ministry Team can offer regularly, replacing the 

service that used to be held at Green Heyes). And then there is the developing 

relationship with the Plaza Cinema, definitely a jewel in the crown of Waterloo’s civic 

life. Our latest joint venture, a showing of Ken Loach’s ‘The Spirit of 45’ will have 

come and gone by the time you read this (see the front cover of this magazine; reports 

from those who attended will follow in a subsequent issue of Newslink). 

 

One of my aims as your parish priest will be to try and help the church broaden and 

deepen its links with the local community, building on the wonderful success of 

excellent ventures like the Summer Recitals (now under way and going well) and the 

Christmas Tree Festival. 
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It’s a busy time for me and for all of us as we look outwards, and work on forging 

new links into our community, and strengthening existing ones.  

 

The daily rhythm of prayer becomes doubly important when we’ve got a lot 

happening – while he was still active as a Bishop, Desmond Tutu once said that he 

was far too busy to pray for less than two hours a day. 

 

Morning Prayer is now said daily in church Monday to Friday at 9.30am. We try to 

have the church open for ten past nine, so there is space for silent prayer when people 

arrive. The service itself is short and simple – psalms, scriptures, more silence, and a 

few brief intercessions. The whole thing lasts about twenty minutes and, thanks to the 

new service books, is easy to follow. 

 

It’s a lovely way to start the day. But don’t take my word for it. Come and see for 

yourself! 

 

One of the most important aspects of the Daily Office is its witness to the local 

community. Anybody can just hear the bell and wander in, and one or two already 

have. What they will find when they get there is a group of Christians who have a 

heart for the well-being of the community in which they are placed. Hospitals, 

schools, shops, restaurants, young, old, employed, jobless, happy, sad – all are prayed 

for within the quiet, faithful rhythm of daily prayer in the parish church.  

 

With this in mind, we’re going to be compiling a monthly prayer diary focused on the 

local community and its needs. Please do contact me with suggestions for what to 

include in the prayer diary, and come along to join us in church on the appropriate 

day.  

 

Best wishes, 

 

Fr. Simon 
 
 
Corpus Christi Cometh 
 

Thursday  30
th

  May (Day of thanksgiving for the institution of Holy Communion), at 

8.00 pm in St Faith’s  - Solemn Eucharist with blessing of Eucharist Ministers in the 

United Benefice.  Preacher: Fr Gregor Cuff (Christchurch, Waterloo) followed by a 

party in the vicarage.  
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Denise Departs (but just for now!) 
 

Dear friends, 

 

I have just returned from the Deanery Service at St. Oswald’s with Bishop James 

presiding and preaching. 

 

The Church was full and despite any theological differences within our traditions it 

was uplifting to worship alongside so many other friends and strangers from our wider 

community. After all didn’t Jesus work tirelessly to break down barriers that separate 

people and try to bring them together? 

 

The Gospel reading for the 4th Sunday of Easter focuses on Jesus as the Good 

Shepherd (John 10:22-30). Bishop James, who retires in August, referred to laying 

down his crozier for the last time and returning his flock into God’s hands. It was a 

poignant image as I suddenly realised that on a much smaller scale I too will have to 

leave my flock behind as I begin my study leave on May 1st. It is a very strange 

thought that for the next few months I would not drive along Liverpool Road to either 

St. Mary’s, St. Faith’s or Christ Church as I had done since my ordination as Deacon 

just 10 years ago in June.  Certainly to begin with I imagine that I shall feel rather like 

a sheep without a shepherd but the comforting reality is that none of us need ever be 

lost because Jesus’ hands are always lovingly outstretched to offer us guidance, 

protection and security.   

 

I have to say I am looking forward to some quality quiet time, space and the 

opportunity for reading some of the many books which have remained untouched for 

far too long. As Joyce Rupp says. 

 

‘Without some quiet reflection, some solitude and some stillness our inner eyes will 

eventually be too blurred and weary to discover God in the rushing of our demanding 

days. 

’ 

We are all on a spiritual journey and this Easter season and beyond will be a time for 

me to recharge the batteries, deepen my relationship with God and respond more 

willingly to his love. Lots of people have asked me if I have to produce any written 

evidence of my studies and thankfully I haven’t. I do have a few ideas as to what I 

shall focus on but I haven’t got a firm plan in place at this stage. However I do know 

God will direct me and I look forward to sharing with you at a later date how and 

where I was led. 

 

And who knows, my reading and experiences during my time off may inspire me to 

put pen to paper! 

 

A sabbatical is an exciting time and it is such a privilege to have some freedom to  
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hopefully grow in wisdom and spiritual maturity. But sheep do stray and with my 

more relaxed discipline of ministry and Church life I know I must rely and trust on 

Jesus the Good Shepherd to keep me on track.  

 

There will be times during the next few months which will be very hard for me 

(especially living locally!) to stand back from the pews,  news and events taking place 

at St. Faith’s and St. Mary’s  but although I may not be around please do be assured of 

my continued love and prayers. I look forward to ‘being found’ and returning to the 

fold refreshed and renewed. 

 

God bless, 

 

Denise  
 

 

New Incentive for Charitable Legacies  
 
 

The Government has introduced a new Inheritance Tax (“IHT”) relief for individuals 

leaving at least 10% of their net free estate on death to charity (“the 10% Test”).  St 

Faith’s Church is a Registered Charity. 

 

As has always been the case, the gift to charity is completely free of IHT.  However, 

the effect of the new relief where it applies is that the remainder of the deceased’s net 

free estate going to the testator’s non-charitable beneficiaries bears IHT at the lower 

rate of 36%, instead of the normal IHT rate of 40%. 

 

This new relief applies to deaths on or after 6 April 2012. 

 

The relief will be mainly relevant to the deceased’s free estate – that is the part of the 

estate that he/she is free to leave by will.  However, in certain circumstances, the relief 

might also be relevant to other “components” of the deceased’s estate – such as trust 

property in which he/she had a so-called “qualifying” interest in possession (i.e. 

broadly speaking, a trust from which the deceased had the right to receive the income 

and which – usually – will have been established before 22 March 2006 or under a 

will). 

 

Since it will be impossible to know in advance the size and value of your net estate at 

death, it will also be impossible to know in advance the size of the gift to be left to 

charity in order to secure the relief.  The best way therefore to ensure that the relief 

will apply is by providing a formula based gift to charity in your will.  Rather than 

stipulating a fixed amount, the gift would specify the percentage of your net estate (at 

least 10% to secure the relief) that is to go to charity. 
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This is quite a complex business and there are other options and points to consider 

when making your will.  This note is a very brief guide and does not constitute advice 

and you should seek professional advice before taking any action. 

 

The relief is a relatively modest proposal to incentivise charitable giving by will.  

There is a particular advantage for some testators;  those who have already made gifts 

to charity in their wills representing at least 4% of their net estate should be able to 

increase the charitable legacy up to 10% of their net estate without reducing the share 

of the estate passing to the other (non-charitable) beneficiaries.  It is clear, however, 

that thought needs to be given in individual cases to the best way of achieving this. 

 

 

David Jones 
Parish Treasurer 

 

 

Prayer for a Computer 
 

 

Every single evening  

As I’m lying here in bed,  

This tiny little prayer  

Keeps running through my head:  

 

God  bless all my family  

Wherever they may be,  

Keep them warm and safe from harm  

For they’re so close to me.  

 

And God, there is one more thing  

I wish that you could do;  

Hope you don’t mind me asking,  

Please bless my computer too.  

 

Now I know that it’s unusual  

To bless a motherboard,  

But listen just a second  

While I explain it to you, Lord.  

 

You see, that little metal box  

Holds more than odds and ends;  

Inside those small compartments  

Rest so many of my friends. 
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I know so much about them  

By the kindness that they give,  

And this little scrap of metal  

Takes me in to where they live.  

 

By faith is how I know them  

Much the same as you.  

We share in what life brings us  

And from that our friendships grew.  

 

Please take an extra minute  

From your duties up above,  

To bless those in my address book  

That’s filled with so much love.  

 

Wherever else this prayer may reach  

To each and every friend,  

Bless each e-mail inbox  

And each person who hits ‘send’. 

 

When you update your Heavenly List  

On your own great CD-ROM,  

Bless everyone who says this prayer  

Sent up to GOD.Com  

 

 

 

Hunting for Horsfalls 
John Woodley 
My previous article about the Horsfall family focused on Howard Douglas, benefactor 

of St Faith’s.  This month’s article draws upon further research and looks at the life of 

Charles Horsfall, grandfather of Howard Douglas Horsfall.  

The Horsfalls were (and still are) a large and distinguished family who hailed from 

Yorkshire. At the beginning of the 19th century they settled in Liverpool, exploiting 

the natural resources that the river and docks provided, trading expertly with many 

parts of the world.  Over the years, wealth provided the family the means to explore 

other avenues of interest beyond commerce including politics, sport, military, art and 

the church.  The Horsfalls were evident by their great generosity, philanthropy and 

interest in liturgy, funding the entire building costs of nine churches in the Liverpool 

area. 
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Charles Horsfall was born in 1776 in Huddersfield.  It is not clear when he first came 

to Liverpool but he first appears in 1803 following his marriage. Records of him 

appear in local Liverpool Trade directories and by 1825 he was well established, listed 

as being a merchant with interests in various civic affairs ranging from the Hibernian 

Society (established to promote wider Bible readership in Ireland) to financial affairs 

such as being on the committee of the ship-owners’ association. He made a significant 

impact upon the life of Liverpool and was bailiff to Liverpool,  later serving as Mayor 

between 1832-33.  He was generous in his donations to various charities during his 

life and upon his death through his will.  Together with other local wealthy merchants 

he helped erect a church in Everton (St George’s), being an original subscriber.  He 

also contributed to the building of the original Christ Church in Waterloo. 

Charles married Dorothy Hall Berry, the daughter of a slave merchant, at Holy Trinity 

Church, Liverpool, in June 1803. Their first child was born in 1804.  Another twelve 

children followed over the next twenty years.  In 1811 Charles erected a house on 

Netherfield Road North in Everton and for much of his time in Liverpool, he and his 

family resided there.   

In the early 19
th

 century, Everton was the place for noblemen and wealthy traders – a 

picture by W. G. Herdman shows the large merchant houses on Netherfield Road and 

Northumberland Terrace with St George’s Church standing on Everton Brow.  From 

their vantage point merchants could enjoy views across the river to the Wirral and 

Welsh mountains and keep watch on their ships sailing up the Mersey into dock.   The 

latter part of the 19th century saw these large houses being cleared to build terraced 

houses for the working class while in the late 1960’s and 1970’s massive slum 

clearances saw most of this terraced housing being demolished, the area returned to 

park land.  

Whilst researching Charles using the Ancestry website, I came across several 

Horsfalls living in Jamaica in the early 19th century.  Their names (Duncan, Molly, 

Sally, Charles and Ireland), seemed to be at odds with other children born to him until 

I realised that these ‘children’ were in fact slaves of his. Slaves would often take their 

master’s surname and adopt European forenames.  Further research established that 

Charles had visited Jamaica in 1792 as a young man, presumably with the thought of 

seeing what opportunities could be afforded by his trade with this colony.  

Records show that he had a sugar plantation and after 1807 he was involved in trade 

with the Americas. A by-product of his trade in the Caribbean was that he became a 

keen botanist.  Seeds were brought over and cultivated at his gardens and glasshouses 

in Everton.  There is a  convolvulus named ‘Ipomoea Horsfalliae’ created in 1834. 

Horsfall’s involvement in the slave trade is well documented. A Slave Register, 

created in 1823 showing a ‘return of slaves’ in the St Andrew district of Jamaica 

demonstrated that Horsfall had 69 slaves, forty males and twenty-nine females.  They 

ranged in age from 5 months to 65 years.  It would be another ten years before the 

Slavery Abolition Act would be enforced.  Slave merchants would be compensated 

for the loss of business caused by the abolition of slavery.  A complex formula paid 

compensation according to location, age, sex and usefulness. 
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There is no doubt that Charles Horsfall, along with many other slave merchants, made 

great profits from the misery and despair wrought by their hands.  In 1835 he received 

compensation from the British Government equivalent to a sum of approximately 

£840,000.   Although slaves were to be freed on payment of compensation, quite often 

slaves would be ‘apprenticed’ to their slave owner, which turned out in some cases to 

be just another form of enslavement. 

 

In 1846, whilst residing at Brook House, Crosby, Charles died of ‘senile decline after 

paralysis’.  His estate was valued at £262,000, the equivalent of at least £26 million 

pounds today.   His estate would no doubt be made up of assets, cash, property, ships 

and goodwill. This would eventually be shared amongst his children.  The first 

‘Horsfall Church’, would be erected to his memory and named Christ Church.  It 

stood at the corner of Great Homer Street and Anderson Street in Everton but was 

destroyed by the blitz of 1941. 

 

What started out as a simple query to try and find out a little about our benefactor has 

resulted in a much wider enquiry and revealed some rather unpleasant history.  The 

early wealth of the family was, to some extent, built upon human misery.  Withdrawal 

from the slave trade left them endowed with ships, connections and cash to invest in 

trading in more conventional cargoes.  They also invested widely in industry, such as 

the developing railways. 

 

Further questions remain unanswered.  I am still unclear of the family’s appetite for 

providing quite so many churches (must there be one?).  Could it be related to guilt 

for their involvement in slave trading?  Maybe one upmanship or sibling rivalry?  

Perhaps it was just Christian devotion.  

 

(Or a powerful wish to provide centres of Anglo-Catholic devotion in what was then a 

strongly ‘Protestant’ Diocese: a desire evidenced even more powerfully in the 

endowment of St Chad’s College, Durham to provide a flow of ‘High Church’ priests. 

Ed.) 

 

Sources consulted: 

Wikipedia 

www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/ (legacies of British slave ownership) 

www.ancestry.co.uk (genealogical research into the Horsfall family) 

www.familysearch.org (The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints) 

Crosby Central Library, Waterloo 
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Sunday 

Special 

Colourful 

happenings on 

Sunday May 5
th

, 

with the focus on 

young people 

from our Junior 

Church and 

uniformed 

organisations. 

 The congregation then wrote their requests 

for prayers for healing on cardboard water 

drops that were fixed to the cloth and hung 

for everybody to look at.  All of this,  plus 

with lively music (some of it in Latin) made 

for a memorable and beautiful service.  



 

The Sunday Special Story 

At our last Family and Parade Service, our Gospel reading was 

from St. John, Chapter 5.  The story tells of a man who was 

crippled, and couldn't get to the waters of a healing pool.  

Jesus healed him anyway. The story was brought to life for us 

by the children. Some took the part of angels, who came and 

shook the waters of the pool, represented by a great swathe 

of blue cloth.  

Others were people with impairments or illness, who 

made their way to the pool, and were healed by having 

bandages and crutches removed. Barbara Haugh from 

Waterloo Primary School provided suitably watery 

accompaniment on the harp.  

 



The Saturday Concerts 2013 
 

Our well-established series of Saturday morning recitals at St Faiths’ has, despite a 

few problems with cancellations and last-minute substitutions, got well under way. As 

always, on concert days the church is open from 11.00 am to 1.00 pm. Concerts, 

which last between 30 and 45 minutes, begin at 12 noon. Admission is free, with a 

retiring collection towards expenses. Light refreshments are on sale, and is an 

excellent way to relax, enjoy a wide range of good music, enjoy a light lunch and 

meet and greet friends and visitors. And of course, the series makes a goodly sum of 

money for our church funds – so please give the Saturday recitals your support. 

 

The remaining concerts: 

 

18 May       Merchant Taylors’ Junior Girls’ School  Choir 

25 May        to be announced 

1 June          Richard Evans (clarinet) and Hilary Burgoyne (piano) 

8 June          Liverpool Festival Singers 

15 June      The Cantilena Singers 

22 June        Merchant Taylors’ Boys’ School Woodwind  

29 June        Merchant Taylors’ Girls’ School Orchestra & Choir 

6 July      The Rising Bridge Ensemble 

13 July        Clare Hyams (mezzo-soprano) 

                    and  Keith Cawdron (bass baritone) 

20 July       Melanie Harvey (violin) 

27 July       Crosby Gilbert and Sullivan Society 

3 August     The Cantilena Singers 

10 August   Melanie Harvey (violin) and Gregor Cuff (cello) 

 

 

Reporting on 2012 
 

For a good many years now, the proceedings at the Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

have included written reports from the many groups and activities that make up our 

worshipping and social life as a church family – and the reports covering last year are 

reproduced below. A full account of everything that took place at this and at previous 

annual meetings (including the accounts) is to be found on the church website at 

http:www.stfaithsgreatcrosby.org.uk/meetingpeople.html  

 

Catering Team    Ruth Winder    
 

As usual the catering team was quite busy through 2012. Unfortunately, I was not able 

to play a full part in events and so owe a big thank you to the team for all their hard  
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work cooking, baking, and generally making things run smoothly. Thank you all.  

 

The year began with the post-Christmas lunch of roast beef and all the trimmings, 

which was, as usual, much appreciated and very successful.  

 

We continued with all the usual events of the calendar but, with a few extras. We held 

fund-raising lunches to repay church for the loan of money to purchase new folding 

chairs for the back of church, which are much more suitable and safe for purpose.  

 

In May we held a spring fair at which the ladies provided 21st century grub i.e burgers 

etc, from the hall kitchen, along with the lovely nostalgic and genteel afternoon teas in 

the vicarage garden, prepared and presented by ladies in Victorian costume using 

lovely china crockery on lace tableware. The day was a triumph and we were happy to 

play our part.  
 

The evening of Saturday 24th June was our farewell party for Fr Neil, at which we all 

enjoyed a hog roast provided by Gillions; a bitter-sweet evening, however, enjoyed by 

all and another of the social evenings we do so well.  
 

Lots of baking and preserve making was done up to and including December to 

provide refreshments and goods for sale at the Christmas tree festival.  
 

During the course of a year the team are involved in a lot of food preparation and 

baking for various events and charities, often personally financed. Any help with 

ingredients is always appreciated at any time. We are able to store goods. Thank you 

for your past contributions.  

 

Churches Together in Waterloo and Seaforth  Lillie Wilmot  
The Churches together in Waterloo, with representatives from each church involved, 

continued to meet at the Liverpool Seafarers’ Centre, Waterloo, This year’s chair, Fr 

Colin Oxenforth, presided over a number of very successful and enjoyable joint 

services/activities thanks to everyone who rallied round and supported these events. 
 

Highlights included:  Lenten Groups at various venues; the Good Friday service at the 

Crosby Civic centre; a well attended Fair Trade barista event; a very much 

appreciated Advent Service at St Faith’s and the annual Christmas Tree festival,  

including a military band carol concert and a CTW tree supporting Christian Aid.  

 

Communications  Chris Price 
 

The move from printed to electronic communication reported upon 

for 2011 continued through 2012, even though the size of the APCM 

booklet suggests otherwise. The church website has undergone further expansion and 

modification, and is increasingly used as a medium of up to date information, a 

journal of record and an 
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archive of our church’s story. It is accessed some forty times a day on average, 

although dropping below this at quiet times, or when this writer gets away for a few 

days and there are no updates. At busy times – notably when news of, let us say, a 

new incumbent is posted, the number of hits can rise to three figures (larger than usual 

ordinary Sunday church attendance). The counter total now stands at over 178,000. 

 

The balance has also moved further away from printing towards online publication of 

Newslink. The decline in the number of ‘hard copy’ issues, also noted last year, has 

continued to the point where I now print about 120 copies (once upon a time it was 

375). The second year of extracting subscriptions from our readers netted some £710, 

reflecting a further drop in readership as members of the congregation declined to 

shell out and most postal subscribers decided that their budgets wouldn’t run to 

paying for a church magazine. However, currently 54 readers in the parish and 

elsewhere are on my list to receive notification monthly when the free online 

magazine is published – and I guess that others access it without being registered. The 

online magazine naturally features better quality inset illustrations, logos and the like 

than are possible with the limitations of our cheap and cheerful printing processes, 

courtesy of Merchant Taylors’, as well as usually containing extra photos. Meanwhile, 

we sometimes run to the provision of colour photos (thanks to the Archdeacon’s 

magic machine) and/or covers for the printed edition – and would welcome offers of 

sponsorship (modest sums only needed!) for this to happen more frequently, so that as 

what is optimistically called the paperless revolution gathers pace, old-style readers 

are not short-changed. 

 

More ephemeral printed items continue to go forth and multiply, principally of course 

in terms of the weekly liturgy and notice sheet production. One of the few advantages 

of a smaller congregation is the use of less paper and the saving of my printing time. 

The developing changes in the format and content of these items will be reflected in 

next year’s report, by which time a few trees in the notional rain forest should have 

been spared.  

 

 

Flower Team   Mary  Crooke 

 

Another fairly routine year in the flower arranging department has gone by. As with 

everything else the cost of flowers has risen, and the two retiring collections we had 

are down slightly, so ‘one off donations’ are always welcome. Andy at World of 

Flowers gives us a generous discount which helps. So we continue. I hope, to decorate 

the church with pleasure and with flowers. An enormous ‘thank you’ must go to the 

faithful band of arrangers, without whose invaluable help the task would be difficult. 

New recruits are always welcome. 
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Friends of St Faith’s   David Jones    

The Friends continue to support the church financially through regular monthly 

standing orders. We continue to be grateful for their support and are currently 

reviewing their structure to see how we can best involve them in  the future 

development of St Faith’s. 

Junior Church  Angie Price 
 

 

Many thanks to all the teachers and helpers, who always find something interesting to 

talk about and to do.  Sadly there are still often fewer children than teachers on 

Sunday mornings,  but the three who come regularly have been rewarded with prizes 

for good attendance. Congratulations to them. We are going to meet soon to discuss 

the future and hope that we can come up with a good answer to our problems. 

 

Ministry Team Fred Nye 
 

The year began with our Ministry Team awayday at Sandymount on January 21st 

2012, led by Fr. Neil. The theme for the day was ‘growth’, both spiritual and 

numerical. We reflected on our own need for growth in understanding and 

reconciliation within the church community, and we also discussed a number of 

practical ways in which baptism families might be more effectively welcomed into a 

pattern of regular worship at St. Faith’s. 

 

When Fr. Neil announced in February that he was to become rector of St. James, 

Bushey, we realised that an important chapter in the life of St. Faith’s was soon to be 

completed.  Our prayers and good wishes for Fr. Neil in his new ministry were 

inevitably mixed with the usual uncertainties about the future, and with the practical 

preparations necessary for the interregnum. 

 

Fr. Neil’s leaving service at St. Mary’s on 24th June was both memorable and very 

moving, and bore all the hallmarks of his great flair for liturgical richness and 

innovation. We are so grateful for his unique talent for music, and for his many other 

gifts. Several members of the ministry team were able to travel with the St. Faith’s 

‘home team’ to wish him Godspeed at his induction in Bushey on 23rd July. 

 

That the subsequent interregnum proceeded so smoothly was due to the quietly 

assured leadership of Revd. Denise. We are so grateful to her, and to Fr. Dennis and 

Fr. Peter for their support and committed ministry. Meanwhile the process of drawing 

up a Parish Profile, and the arrangements for interviewing applicants, got under way. 

The ministry team, and indeed the whole parish, are indebted to Maureen Madden, 

Margaret Houghton, and David Jones for carrying out these functions with great 

wisdom, skill, and patience. 
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We now know of course that their diligence bore fruit. The year ended with not a little 

hope and excitement as we began another list of preparations, this time to welcome 

among us our new parish priest, Fr. Simon Tibbs, whose installation on 9th January 

was eagerly awaited. 

                                                                                  

Mission Group  Fred Nye 
 

The Mission Group met on 15th March last year to plan the Christian Aid Week 

house-to-house collection. We are very grateful to all who volunteered as collectors. 

No further meetings were held because of the interregnum, and we are re-convening 

on 24th April this year. 

 

Music  Daniel Rathbone 
 

There were many musical developments and special events in 2012. The main focus 

was the broadening of choral repertoire to ensure a fresh music programme. The 

standard was maintained by the choir’s commitment to regular rehearsals, even in bad 

weather. This enabled works such as Palestrina’s choral mass setting to be performed 

for the Patronal Festival. 
 

We were pleased to welcome musicians from outside the parish, such as visiting 

organists, soloists and extra choir members. They joined us on occasions such as Fr 

Neil’s final Mass and for Choral Evensongs. Visiting organists also stood in on 

Maundy Thursday and for the Easter Vigil. It had been agreed that the Director of 

Music be released on these days in order to attend his home Deanery Easter 

celebrations. 
 

Outside core activities the Director of Music visited the Cub Scouts and Brownie 

Guides, preparing the children to sing at the Advent Family Parade Mass. The 

children’s singing was excellent, particularly in the final hymn “Jesus bids us shine” 

which they sang on their own. 
 

The Director of Music wrote a number of new pieces, including psalm settings for 

Holy Week and an anthem to commemorate the centenary of the foundering of the 

Titanic. The anthem was recorded by St Faith’s choir for Radio Merseyside and 

broadcast on the day of the commemoration. 
 

Ongoing projects include a compact disc recording, which currently contains Fr Neil’s 

solo “Were you there?” and a number of other choral favourites. We are also working 

on recruitment for the choir and broadening repertoire. 

 

Services Family Support Group  Eunice Little  

 
Three years ago we started the group and it is as strong and important now as then. 

Our meetings are on the 1st Wednesday of each month and this year we have enjoyed 
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having several excellent guest speakers, many of them serving service personnel, who 

have given a very real insight into the very dangerous work that is carried out on a 

tour of  duty in Afghanistan by our soldiers. Our Carol Service was again a huge 

success, raising over £300 for the charities we support. We have also been raising 

funds to help injured servicemen in their rehabilitation and this too has been 

successful. Our monthly meeting will continue throughout the year and we are hoping 

to have other activities which will be advertised. Thank you for your support and 

continuing to include both the servicemen and their families in your prayers. 

Sidespersons’ Team  Maureen Madden 
 

We continue with a rota of six teams and I am, once again, most grateful to the 

efficiency of all team members not only in the welcome afforded to all coming 

through our doors but also in operating a smooth system of swaps and exchanges 

between themselves when the need arises.   In 2012 we welcomed Eunice Little back 

onto the teams. 

 

United Benefice Over 65’s Holiday Club  Joan Tudhope 
 
2012 saw a very successful week for the Holiday Club, probably the best to date.  The 

week began with a visit to the Glass Blobbery in Wales, and after a marvellous 

demonstration of ‘Glass Blobbing’ a wonderful afternoon tea was had in Caerau at a 

tea rooms with amazing views.  Our full day out was to Oswaldtwistle Mills: there 

was plenty of time for shopping before lunch there, followed by a coach tour of the 

surrounding area.   

 

 A new venture for us was to visit Dewlay Cheeses in Garstang. We were made very 

welcome, given an interesting talk on the history of the dairy and the cheese making 

processes. Waterloo Primary School children again came to sing and entertain the 

members of the Club. As usual they were wonderful.  A visit to Bents Garden Centre 

completed out trips out.  The week ended with a fascinating and very interesting talk 

from Maureen Madden who took us on a ‘personal tour’ around Israel, showing us 

some marvellous photographs.   

 

 

Still more from the Registers 

 

We left the last trawl through St Faith’s first service register with the sudden (though 

planned) departure of the Revd Thomas Howe Baxter, who had steered the ship from 

the beginning, and his replacement, on Saturday October 16th, 1915,  after what is 

surely the shortest interregnum on record, with the Revd Harold Bentley Bentley-

Smith. 
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This exchange of livings was in order that St Faith’s new incumbent should not be 

tied to undertakings as to churchmanship and worship made in 1900 by his 

predecessor. It is a matter of well-documented record that changes were made as Mr 

Bentley-Smith moved St Faith’s ‘up the candle’ and that the resultant controversy 

proved divisive, although in the long term laying the foundations for the church we 

know today. The registers provide their own limited perspective.  

 

The first and most obvious change came in the format of entries in the register. The 

new vicar neither signed his name in this book at the induction or, as far as I can see, 

at any subsequent time. The column headed ‘CELEBRANT OR PREACHER’ 

henceforth has the ‘OR’ crossed out and arrows point down from the two remaining 

words to the columns below. ‘Celebrant’ is merely noted as ‘Vicar’, soon downgraded 

to simply ‘V’, while Mr Musgrave, the Curate, appears as TRM. ‘Holy Communion’ 

soon becomes ‘H..E.’ (for eucharist: a statement being made even if in abbreviated 

form). Meteorological reports are maintained: the first pages feature not just ‘wet day’ 

but ‘Pouring Wet’, but more significantly still are the entries for November 7
th

. 

Mattins is provided at 11.00 am (following the early communion for 44 

communicants), closely followed at 11.45 am by the first recorded Choral Eucharist, 

with 62 communicants.  

 

My earlier article recounted the tensions that this provoked, and the divisions that led 

to the departure of some folk, and the eventual unseating of choral Mattins. On the 

three following Sundays Mattins still reigns supreme at 11.00, despite the puzzling 

recording of 8 communicants at one of these occasions. By Advent Sunday the Choral 

Eucharist is at 10.00, followed by Mattins at 11.00, and a marginal note (Mr B-S sadly 

provides fewer of these than the archivist would have liked) reads  ‘1
st
 10.00 Choral 

105 present’. However, only 23 took communion. Henceforth, the pattern is 

established as a weekly sequence, with numbers attending  marginally recorded as 

being in the 60s and 70s, and communicants more than once only in single figures. 

 

Weekday celebrations begin to take on a new shape. The Monday 10.30 am 

celebration is instituted  in November 1915, though with usually only between 2 and 5 

present; there are usually 7.30 am eucharists on Wednesdays and Fridays at this time.  

 

Christmas Day saw ‘H.E.’ at 7.30 (88 receiving), 8.30 (an impressive 112); Mattins 

plodded along, now at 10.30 (no celebrant, preacher or collection noted!) and Choral 

Eucharist at 11.15 (30 communicants). Following a Watchnight service at 11.15 pm 

(£3.14.0 on the plate for the Red Cross) we move into 1916 and the second full year 

of the Great War.  
 

January 2nd  is marked as ‘Day of Intercession for the War’ – and by the odd timing 

of 11.40 am for the Choral Eucharist (35 communicants: no record of Mattins at all) 

There are Catechism Services at 3.30 on several Sundays in the next weeks and 

months, and communicants at the 10.00 am Choral  Eucharists often in single figures.  

The 8.30 celebration on Sundays moved to 8.00 am, where it remained until its 

disappearance many bears later. There are fewer interesting marginal oddities now,  
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although on February 16th Evensong moves from 6.30 to 5.15 pm ‘in obedience to 

lighting reg’ns’. One imagines this was to reduce the risk of passing Zeppelins 

homing on our lighted church at the later hour. 

 

Septuagesima saw but 3 of the 70 present receiving at ‘Choral Eucharist’, but at 11.00 

am it was ‘Matins and H.C. (not ‘E’!), with the comment ‘7 stayed to the late 

celebration’.  

 

Messrs Bentley-Smith and Musgrave’s identities are now even more perfunctory: 

merely ‘V’ and ‘M’. Little of note in the ensuing weeks, apart from the signature of 

‘F.J.Liverpool’ on a March weeknight, with no mention of what service he was 

conducting, other than that the offertory was 7s 6d. Holy Week saw two eucharists 

each weekday at times varying from 6.45 to 10.30 of a morning; for the first time 

Good Friday featured four acts of worship, including the full Three Hours and an 

evening Passion Service – but no eucharistic celebration. 

 

Easter Day1916 boasts no fewer than 7 separate services: at 6.15, 7.00, 8.00, 10.30 

and 11.15 am, and 3.30 and 6 pm: the total of communicants for the day was 330. 

Low Sunday (so named) had a mere H.E at 10.00 (choir holiday?); thereafter the 

frequency of daily celebrations is very notable, with a daily ‘H.E.’ for the six 

weekdays following Easter 2, attracting 32 communicants overall. 

 

As the book reaches its final pages, Sung Eucharist replaces Choral Eucharist, with 

the vicar, clearly eager to hold his ground and make his point, recording attendance 

between 69 and 89, and Matttins increasingly relegated to the back seat.  Ascension 

Day, Thursday June 1st, sees a ‘Sung H.E’ at 6.30 am, with 68 present. The Sunday 

after Ascension Day see the final weather report (‘Pouring wet day’!); then there are 

daily celebrations from Monday to Saturday (34 present between them) to take us to 

the bottom of the final page. On the final flyleaf is pencilled in Books read at 

Evensong in Lent: 1901 Lent Manual, Birkett Dover. 1902 Plain Words III, Bp 

Walsham How. This is in Mr Baxter’s neat and distinctive script, recalling the man 

who did so much to establish and maintain St Faith’s in its first, often embattled, 

years.  His successor, more perfunctory in register keeping, has nevertheless begun to 

establish the pattern of worship Mr Baxter was constrained from adopting, with the 

establishment, however controversial, of the Sung Eucharist as the week’s main act of 

worship, and the addition of a generous helping of daily celebrations. The years that 

followed were to see the reinforcement of this distinctive and ‘Catholic’ identity at St 

Faith’s’ the departure of Mr Bentley-Smith and much more besides.  But that, as they 

say, is another story. 

 

Chris Price 
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100+ Club   April 14
th

 draw 
 

1 33 Kevin Mulholland   

2 84 Gordon Walker 

3 85 Fr Dennis   

4 17  David Clark 

 

Emily Eventually! 
 

Last month we heard exciting news of Emily’s plans to spend time with Original 

Volunteers in Malawi. Judith, her mum, tells us that for various reasons the plan now 

is for a departure in February of next year. This gives more time to put arrangements 

in place and raise more funds, which in turn enables more money to be spent on things 

to benefit the project - and the flights may be slightly cheaper.  

 

Please support the fund-raising Quiz Night on Friday 28th June – tickets are on sale 

now and all proceeds will go to Emily’s Malawi fund. Judith and Emily are most 

grateful for the support and funding they have already received or been promised by 

members of the church family and friends. 

 

Strawberry Tea 
 

There will be a Strawberry Tea at 17 Mayfair Avenue Crosby on Sunday 23
rd

 June. 

Tickets will be on sale soon at £5 from Rosie and Rick. Proceeds for Church Funds. 
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The Parish 
Directory      
and Church   
Organisations  
 

VICAR  

Fr Simon Tibbs, The Vicarage, Milton Rd, Waterloo. L22 4RE. Tel 0151 928 3342  

email fathersimontibbs@googlemail.com 

PARISH OFFICE 

32 Brooklands Avenue, L22 3XZ . Tel: 0151 928 9913 

Parish Office Manager: Geoff Dunn; email: sfsmparishoffice@btinternet.com 

ASSISTANT PRIESTS 

Revd Denise McDougall, 27 Mayfair Avenue, Crosby. L23 2TL. 924 8870 

Canon Peter Goodrich, 16 Hillside Avenue, Ormskirk, L39 5TD. 01695 573285 

Fr. Dennis Smith, 16 Fir Road, Waterloo. L22 4QL. 928 5065 

READERS 

Dr Fred Nye, 23 Bonnington Avenue, Crosby. L23 7YJ. 924 2813 

Mrs Jacqueline Parry, 21 Grosvenor Avenue, Crosby. L23 0SB. 928 0726 

Mrs Cynthia Johnson, 30 Willow Ho, Maple Close, Seaforth, L21 4LY. 286 8155 

Miss Paula O’Shaughnessy, 30 Curzon Rd, Waterloo. L22 0NL. 286 2764/075823 

19440 

CHURCH WARDENS 

Mrs Margaret Houghton, 16 Grosvenor Avenue, Crosby. L23 0SB. 928 0548 

Mrs Maureen Madden, 37 Abbotsford Gardens, Crosby. L23 3AP. 924 2154 

DEPUTY CHURCH WARDENS 

Mrs Christine Spence, 52 Molyneux Road, Waterloo. L22 4QZ. 284 9325 

Ms Brenda Cottarel, 6 Lawton Road, Waterloo. L22 9QL. 928 4275 

TREASURER 

Mr David Jones, 65 Dunbar Road, Birkdale, Southport PR8 4RJ. 01704 567782 

PCC SECRETARY 

Mrs Lillie Wilmot, Flat 7, 3 Bramhall Road, Waterloo. L22 3XA. 920 5563 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

Mr Daniel Rathbone. Tel: 07759 695683   

GIFT AID SECRETARY 

Mr Rick Walker, 17 Mayfair Avenue, Crosby. L23 3TL. 924 6267 

TUESDAY OFFICE HOUR: 6.30 – 7.30 pm (wedding and banns bookings)  

Mrs Lynda Dixon, 928 7330 

BAPTISM BOOKINGS 

Mrs Joyce Green, 14 Winchester Avenue, Waterloo, L22 2AT. 931 4240  
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SACRISTANS 

Mr Leo Appleton, 23 Newborough Avenue, Crosby. L23 3TU. 07969 513087 

Mrs Judith Moizer, 1 Valley Close, Crosby. L23 9TL. 931 5587 

SENIOR SERVER 

Ms Emily Skinner, 1 Valley Close, Crosby. L23 9TL. 931 5587  

CHILDREN’S CHURCH  

Mrs Julie Voce 

 Sunday 11.00 am in the Church Hall. Mrs Julie Voce 

CHILD PROTECTION OFFICER 

Mrs Linda Nye, 23 Bonnington Avenue, Crosby. L23 7YJ. 924 2813  

CHURCH CENTRE 

1, Warren Court, Warren Road, Blundellsands 

UNITED BENEFICE MEN’S FELLOWSHIP 

James Roderick  474 6162 

BEAVER SCOUTS 

Thursday 5.00 – 6.15 pm Mike Carr 293 3416    

CUB SCOUTS 

Thursday 6.30 – 8.00 pm. Mike Carr 293 3416 

SCOUTS 

Thursday 8.00 - 9.30 pm. Mike Carr 293 3416 

RAINBOWS 

Monday 4.45 - 5.45 pm. Geraldine Forshaw 928 5204 

BROWNIE GUIDES 

Monday 6.00 - 7.30 pm. Sue Walsh 920 0318; Mary McFadyen 284 0104 

CHOIR PRACTICE  

Friday 7.15 pm - 8.30 pm.   

MAGAZINE EDITOR and WEBSITE MANAGER  

Chris Price, 17 Queens Road, Crosby. L23 5TP. 924 1938 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

The July ‘Newslink’ will be distributed on or before Sunday, June 23rd.  

Copy by Sunday, June 9th, please - but all contributions are welcome at any 

time.  

 

Church website: http://www.stfaithsgreatcrosby.org.uk 

Online edition: http://www.stfaithsgreatcrosby.org.uk/magazine.html 

Email: cdavidprice@gmail.com

  

    

http://www.stfaithsgreatcrosby.org.uk/
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