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Worship  
at Saint Faith’s  
 

 

Please consult the weekly sheets in church or online for any variation in service times  

 

SUNDAYS  
11.00am   SOLEMN MASS and Children’s Church  
1.00pm     Holy Baptism (2nd Sunday)  

6.00pm     Evening Service and Benediction  

 

WEEKDAY MASSES  
Monday 10.30am, Tuesday 9.30am, Wednesday 10.30am (1662 Book of Common 

Prayer in S. Mary’s), Thursday 9.30am (Holy Days only), Friday 6.30pm, Saturday 

10.30am (from Easter Saturday, 14
th

 April) 

 

THE DIVINE OFFICE (The Prayer of the Church) 
Morning Prayer: 9am daily (except Thursday & Friday) 

Evening Prayer: 6pm daily (except Wednesday & Thursday) 

 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE AND RECONCILIATION  
Fr. Neil and Revd. Denise are available by appointment to hear confessions or to talk 

about any matter in confidence. The Sacrament of Reconciliation is always available 

in preparation for Christmas and Easter and at other advertised times.  

 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK AND DYING  
Please contact Fr. Neil at any time, day or night, if someone is ill and requires the 

ministry of a priest.  

 

HOME VISITS to the sick and housebound and those in hospital 

If you, or someone you know, are unable to get to church and would like to receive 

Holy Communion at home, or be visited in hospital or at home, please ring the 

Vicarage or another member of the Ministry Team.  We regularly make home or 

hospital visits to the sick and housebound so please call to arrange this. 
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From the Ministry Team     April 2012 
 
Dear Friends,  
 

‘Great is the Mystery of Faith’ 
 

As we approach Christ’s death and resurrection we will once more be moved by the 

great mystery attached to God’s plan for his Son on behalf of us. Holy Week and 

Easter lead us from Christ’s suffering on the cross to his resurrection and appearance 

in the garden. All that Christ had said about himself before his death had come to pass. 

It is a mystery beyond words and only through our continued prayer, worship, reading 

and reflection will we be able to move a little closer to understanding more about the 

ultimate sacrifice that Christ made for each one of us. 

 

Without Christ’s sacrifice there would be no Easter, no church, no Christianity! It is 

hard to imagine a world that is devoid of God’s love and the new life and hope He 

brings: light into darkness, hope into despair and peace into our hearts.  

 

Of course the joys of this Easter will be tinged with some sadness as it will be the last 

that Fr. Neil celebrates here with us all at St. Faith’s and St. Mary’s. Over the years 

the moving liturgy of Holy Week that Fr. Neil prepared and led has enabled us to 

journey meaningfully and faithfully from the suffering of the Passion to the joy of 

Easter Day. For many of us he has been instrumental in our own spiritual reawakening 

and for this we give God and Fr. Neil our heartfelt thanks. 

 

Easter is about new life and change and in a few months we, as a United Benefice, 

will face massive changes, but it is important for us to remember that God will be 

there alongside us provided we put our faith and trust in Him. With faith God’s love 

will unite, guide, inspire and strengthen us and although inevitably some things will 

have to change we do already have structures in place to continue in a similar way to 

now. The imminent interregnum will be a testing time but also a time for development 

and growth which will allow us to be the best people we can be when we welcome a 

new incumbent. As a community we are called to support each other and perhaps we 

can offer any gifts and talents that have been lying dormant to resurface and be used 

for the good of all. New life brings new expectation and new hope; the message of 

Easter is that Christ conquered all and with total dependence on Him, so can we.   
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On this Easter Eve, when the darkness of the night will be broken by the Easter fire 

and the quiet of the night will be broken by the cacophony of sounds that accompany 

Christ’s presence in our first mass of Easter, we believe that the mystery of God will 

be made new. We can once more have the confidence that death is just the gateway to 

the Kingdom of God and once again we can joyfully sing with the angels in heaven, 

‘Glory to God in the highest’. 

 

Wishing you joy, peace and hope this Easter time, with love and prayers, 

 

Revd Denise  

 

 

‘And it’s from the Old I travel to 
the New....’ 
 

It seems another age (well it was literally another century) that I looked to leave 

Kirkby in order to move to Crosby and Waterloo and take up the appointment as Vicar 

of the newly created United Benefice of St. Faith’s and St. Mary’s. It was a job no-one 

had previously done before as the United Benefice had only legally been formed 

during the two interregna.  

 

I remember the apprehension with which I announced my move to the congregation of 

St. Chad’s, Kirkby, on Advent Sunday 1998! That apprehension returned when I 

announced only a few weeks ago that I am soon to leave St. Mary’s and St. Faith’s, 

after 13 happy years of ministry here, to take up a new appointment as Rector of 

Bushey in the Diocese of St. Albans.  

 

“Oh no! But you have the Vicarage so nicely arranged, just as you like it,” came the 

response from one person a few weeks ago! If I have given the impression that 

priesthood is about being comfortable in the clergy house then obviously I’ve not done 

a good job here! 

 

Being a priest is a very privileged calling. You become a very special part of people’s 

lives at all kinds of significant times – a huge mixture of good, bad, and everything in 

between. The first child I baptised at St. Mary’s has now made her First Holy 

Communion! We are fortunate in the C of E to be given our own home, too (generally 

speaking, a far larger home than many of our parishioners). But that privileged place 

in the community, and indeed the home to live in, is ours for as long as God places us 

somewhere. And, if we believe that God has a path mapped out for each one of us as 

we journey through life, then there comes a time in the life of every priest when a new 

stage in the journey has to be embarked upon.  
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In the remaining months there is the small matter of Lent, Holy Week and Easter... 

there are two APCMs (for me at least), concerts, a fun day (with stocks especially 

made for me to fit in), confirmation classes, weddings (and possibly a few funerals) 

and a few feast days thrown in for good measure. So plenty to keep me busy before I 

go! 

 

My ministry here began in St. Faith’s on April 29th 1999, and on June 24th 2012 I 

shall preside for the last time as Vicar at a joint service in St. Mary’s (The Feast of St. 

John Baptist) at 11.00am. I realise it’s our custom to have a joint service at 10.30am 

but there is a party the night before so some may value the extra thirty minutes in bed! 

On the evening of Saturday 23rd June there will be a party in St. Faith’s hall.  

 

Although the timing will be difficult for some, to say nothing of the distance, I’m 

delighted that a good number of people are able to travel down for the Induction 

service in St. James’s Bushey on Monday 23rd July at 7pm. 

         
 
 

There will be a coach going from Crosby leaving Saint Faith’s at 1030 am and St 

Mary’s at 1035 am. Before the Induction Service there will be a chance to visit the 

historic city of St. Albans and the Cathedral and Abbey Church, to have afternoon tea 

and to visit the grave of Lord Runcie. 

 
Please remember me in your prayers at this time as I prepare to move and please be 

assured of my prayers for everyone here as you prepare for a period of interregnum.  

 

Remember, O Lord, what thou hast wrought within us, 

and not what we deserve, 

and as thou hast called us to thy service, 

make us worthy of that calling;  

through Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

Fr Neil 
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Am I Alone In Thinking...? 
 
Am I alone in thinking that the world has gone quite mad?  

We never knew such decadence when I was just a lad.  

We shook our fists at Hitler as the Nazi bombs rained down  

And stood up for our sceptered isle, the Empire and the Crown.  

In those days people knew their place, or else they’d rue the sequel.  

No ‘Jack’s good as his master’ then, no ‘everybody’s equal’.  

But now the hope and glory have been banished from the land  

And proper standards ground to dust, as though it had been planned.  

On every corner hoodies wait to mug you as you pass  

Through filthy city streets that run with blood and broken glass,  

The teachers now can barely spell, the foreigners pour in  

While millions follow ‘FaceTube’ with a vacant, witless grin  

And women’s libbers run amok, and Elf and Safety rules  

To fill the lawyers’ pockets and protect the lives of fools,  

And policemen show you no respect, and even art repels,  

And parking fees - words fail me. Yours,  

Disgusted, Tunbridge Wells 

 

Basil Ransome-Davies   (the winner of a competition in The Oldie) 

 

 

Holy Week and Easter Services  
...please note that this replaces any earlier versions 

 

Holy Week Preacher: Fr. David Emmott 

 

PALM SUNDAY 1
st
 April 

8.00am  Morning Prayer (SF) 

9.30 am        Parade Eucharist with blessing of Palms (SM) 

11.00 am        Blessing of Palms, Parade Eucharist and Proclamation of the  

  Passion (SF) 

6.00pm  Sung Evensong (1662 Book of Common Prayer)  

 

MONDAY IN HOLY WEEK 2
nd

 April
 

9.00am  Morning Prayer (SF)  

10.30 am      Chrism Mass with Blessing of the Oils (Cathedral)   

  and commitment to Ministry, to which all are welcome   

  (especially Eucharistic Ministers) 
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6.00 pm        Evening Prayer (SM) 

7.00pm  Stations of the Cross and Eucharist (SF) 

9.15pm        Compline (SF) 

 

TUESDAY IN HOLY WEEK 3
rd

 April 

9.00am  Morning Prayer (SF)  

9.30am  Eucharist (SF) 

6.00 pm         Evening Prayer (SM) 

9.15pm        Compline (SF) 

 

WEDNESDAY IN HOLY WEEK 4
th 

April 

9.00am  Morning Prayer (SF) 

10.30 am         Eucharist (SM) 

6.00 pm         Evening Prayer (SM) 

7.00 pm         Eucharist with hymns and address  

  (SF: after which Fr. David Emmott will be available for those  

  wishing to make their confession in preparation for Easter) 

9.15pm        Compline (SF) 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 1
st
 April 

9.00am  Morning Prayer (SF)  

7.00 pm      Holy Eucharist in commemoration of the Last Supper &  

  Washing of Feet (SM) 

8.00 pm      Solemn Mass of the last Supper, Washing of Feet, Procession  

  to the Altar of Repose & Watch of Prayer until midnight (SF) 

 

GOOD FRIDAY 2
nd

 April 

9.00am  Morning Prayer & Litany (SM)  

10 am–12 noon Joint Young People’s Easter Workshop (SM)   

11.00 am      CTW Act of Witness at Crosby Civic Hall 

1.30 pm       The Solemn Liturgy of the Day (SF) 

 

HOLY SATURDAY 3
rd

 April 

9.00am  Morning Prayer (SM) 

2.00 pm         Sacrament of Penance (SM: Fr Neil will be available for  

  those wishing to make their confession in preparation for  

  Easter) 

8.00 pm         Joint Easter Vigil, Service of Light and First Mass of Easter  

  (SF - this will be followed by champagne, Easter biscuits,  

  and fireworks!) 

 

EASTER DAY 4
th

 April 

8.00am  Morning Prayer (SM) 

9.30 am         Blessing of the Easter Garden, Sung Eucharist, Holy Baptism  

  & children’s Easter Egg Hunt (SM) 

11.00 am       Procession, Blessing of Easter Garden, High Mass, Holy  
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  Baptism & children’s Easter Egg hunt (SF) followed by wine 

6.00 pm         Festal Evensong, Procession and Solemn Te Deum  

 

EASTER MONDAY 

12.00 noon        Solemn Mass (SF) followed by champagne in the Vicarage 

 

 

Help! 

 

Have you ever stopped to wonder  

When you come to say your prayers,  

Who keeps the Lord’s House tidy,  

Dusts the pews and stacks the chairs? 

 

Have you ever thought just who it is  

Who keeps the candles trim,  

Removes the wax, fills up the oil  

And puts the new ones in? 

 

Have you ever stopped to wonder  

Who scrubs the tiled floor,  

Vacuums all the carpets  

And beats the mat out by the door? 

 

Who irons all the linen,  

Keeps the altar colours ‘right’?  

These are jobs that all need doing  

Be it morning, noon, or night! 

 

 Have you ever stopped to wonder  

Who makes the brass and silver shine,  

Decorates our church with flowers  

Or unlocks the door on time? 

 

They are our unsung helpers  

Who do it all for love  

For our church and for our parish  

And for the Lord above. 

 

We tend to take for granted  

Many tasks done by a few,  

More help would be most welcome  

So, could we welcome YOU? 
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Would You Believe It? 
 
Couple banned from Adopting because Kettle Flex is too Long 

 

A couple were prevented from adopting a child because the flex on their kettle was too 

long to comply with health and safety rules, Michael Gove has revealed. 

 

The Education Secretary told an audience of social workers about the remarkable 

adopters of five disabled children who were turned away by nine local authorities 

because their assessments were out of date. 

 

When they persuaded  the tenth to give them a fast track reassessment they were told 

that a further adoption could not take place until they bought a new electric kettle with 

a shorter lead. 

 

Roosting Birds? They’re a Health and Safety Risk. 

 

A copse where 1,000  starlings roosted was felled by a council because of  health and 

safety fears about their droppings. 

 

The birds were a popular attraction and were filmed for TV swooping down at sunset. 

But officials had the trees cut down, saying that the birds’ excrement was potentially 

poisonous.  

 

A local resident said that he couldn’t see how there could be danger ‘unless you’re 

rolling around and laying in it (he means lying – the starlings would do the laying. Ed) 

– you’d have to be right under the tree. Plus, the starlings would have  migrated in 

March anyway, so it’s ludicrous to have chopped these perfectly healthy trees down.’ 

 

Driver Fined for Stopping after Old Lady fell 
 

A motorist who pulled over at a bus stop to help a pensioner who had fallen has been 

fined £70, which the local council is refusing to rescind. 

 

He was driving along the local high street when he saw the old lady fall over. ‘I 

immediately pulled over to offer my assistance.’ He was told everything was in hand, 

so he drove away. When he complained to Bournemouth council about the fixed-

penalty notice and explained just why he had stopped there, they rejected his appeal. ‘I 

cannot believe it,’ the motorist said. ‘I think the council has gone mad.’ 
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Jam-makers stuck in Red Tape 

 

A couple who make jam have been left in a sticky situation after falling foul of 

European Union regulations. 

 

The splendidly-named Clippy McKenna and her partner were told by trading 

standards last year that their ‘Clippy’s British Bramley apple jam’ didn’t have enough 

sugar to be given the label. 

 

They changed the label to ‘conserve’ but were told this was not an adequate 

description. It was suggested that they use the term ’fruit spread’ – but such products 

must contain 100% fruit. Clippy, calling for EU regulations to be clarified, said ‘What 

on earth are we supposed to call our jams?’  

 

 

A Concert 
  

...given by AMADEUS the Chamber Choir in aid of Woodlands Hospice. 

                                                

Saturday 21st April at 7.30 p.m. int St. Faith’s Church 

  

 Tickets £6.00 to include light refreshments, available from Val Broom (928 7088) 

 

Lots of Concerts! 
 

The Summer Saturday concert season starts as usual on Easter Saturday, April 11th 

and runs through to the end of August.. The first three recitals are: 

 

14th April   The Leonora Clarinet Trio 

21st April   The G-Force Community Gospel Choir 

   28
th

 April    The Cantilena Singers 

 
The full programme can be accessed on the church website notice board, and there 

will be flyers at the back of church. We look forward to seeing you there! 
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Holy Days in April 
 
 
21 April: Anselm, Archbishop of Canterbury  
Anselm was born in Aosta, northern Italy, in 1033. As a young man, he left home and 

travelled north, visiting many monasteries and other centres of learning. One such 

visit was to the abbey of Bec, where he met Lanfranc who advised him to embrace 

monastic life. Anselm had a powerful and original mind and, during his 34 years at 

Bec (as monk, prior and finally abbot), he taught many others and wrote theological, 

philosophical and devotional works. When Lanfranc died Anselm was made 

Archbishop of Canterbury and had to subordinate his scholarly work to the needs of 

the diocese and nation. Twice he endured exile for championing the rights of the 

Church against the authority of the king; but despite his stubbornness, intellectual 

rigour, and personal austerity he was admired by the Norman nobility as well as loved 

by his monks. He died in 1109. 

 

23 April: George, Patron Saint of England 

St George was probably a soldier living in Palestine at the beginning of the fourth 

century. He was martyred at Lydda in about the year 304, the beginning of the 

Diocletian persecution, and became known throughout the East as 'The Great Martyr'. 

There were churches in England dedicated to St George before the Norman conquest. 

The story of his slaying the dragon is probably due to his being mistaken in 

iconography for St Michael, himself usually depicted wearing armour; or it may again 

be a mistaken identity representing Perseus's slaying of the sea monster, a myth also 

associated with the area of Lydda. George replaced Edward the Confessor as Patron 

Saint of England following the Crusades, when returning soldiers brought back with 

them a renewed cult of St George. Edward III made St George patron of the Order of 

the Garter, which seems finally to have confirmed his position.  

 

25 April: St. Mark the Evangelist 

John Mark was a Jew and, according to Paul's letter to the Colossians, was cousin to 

Barnabas. He accompanied Barnabas and Paul on their first missionary journey. 

Afterwards, he went to Cyprus with Barnabas and to Rome with first Paul and then 

Peter. Mark's gospel is generally regarded as the earliest and was most likely written 

whilst he was in Rome. It was probably based as much on Peter's preaching of the 

good news as on Mark's own memory. Mark's gospel has a sharpness and an 

immediacy about it and he does not spare the apostles in noting their weaknesses and 

lack of understanding that Jesus the Christ would suffer for the world's redemption. 

Sharing in the glory of the resurrection means sharing in the giving of self, both in 

body and spirit, even to death; sharing the gospel was, for all, in essence both 

excessively generous and ultimately sacrificial.  
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29 April: St. Catherine of Siena  

Catherine Benincasa was born in 1347, the second youngest of twenty-five children. 

Pious from her earliest years, she overcame family opposition to her vocation and 

became a Dominican tertiary at the age of eighteen. Nourished by a life of 

contemplative prayer and mystical experience, she devoted herself to active care for 

the poor and sick. She became increasingly sought out as an adviser on political as 

well as religious matters and, in 1376, she journeyed to Avignon as an ambassador to 

the pope and influenced his decision to return to Rome. She wrote a Dialogue on the 

spiritual life as well as numerous letters of counsel and direction, which stressed her 

devotion to the Precious Blood of Jesus. She suffered a stroke on 21 April and died 

eight days later, on this day in the year 1380. 

 
 

Sunday 29
th

 April at 10.30am 

 

Liturgy and Lunch  
Joint Eucharist in St. Mary’s 

Followed by “Diamond Jubilee” lunch 
(no service that day in Saint Faith’s) 

 
God of time and eternity, whose Son reigns as servant, not master; we give you thanks 

and praise that you have blessed this Nation, the Realms and Territories with 

Elizabeth our beloved and glorious Queen.  

 

In this year of Jubilee, grant her your gifts of love and joy and peace 

as she continues in faithful obedience to you, her Lord and God and in devoted service 

to her lands and peoples, and those of the Commonwealth, now and all the days of her 

life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
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APCM and Visitation    

Fr Neil 

 

Please note that various lists will soon be in church for those who wish to indicate 

their willingness to serve as Churchwardens, Deputy Churchwardens and PCC 

members. For those elected to office please note that you are required to attend the 

Archdeacon’s Visitation Service which is on Wednesday 9
th

 May at 7.30pm in St. 

Paul’s, Hatton Hill.  

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 
There will be an opportunity for those who wish to make their Confession during Holy 

Week in preparation for the Great Feast of Easter. If anyone wishes to avail 

themselves of this Sacrament a priest will be available as follows: 

 

Wednesday in Holy Week  Fr. David Emmott after the 7.00pm mass (SF) 

Holy Saturday   Fr. Neil at 2.00pm (SM) 

 

 
 

 

 

Watch of Prayer and  
Washing of Feet    

 

If you wish to participate in the Washing of Feet at the Maundy Thursday mass please 

sign the list at the back of church. 12 people are needed. Also, if you are able to be in 

church for some of the Watch of Prayer after the Maundy Thursday mass please sign 

the list at the back of church.  
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Making Ready 

For Lent 

 

On the Sunday before Lent the 

High Altar is seen for the last 

time until Easter. Then the 

reredos was closed and curtained 

in black, while the Great Crucifix 

was brought up to the Chancel 

from the Lady Chapel 

 

 

 

See the caption on  

the next sheet! 



 

On this page ... 
 

‘Lift High the 

Cross’ 

 

The almost life-size crucifix 

is carefully lifted up and 

positioned in front of the 

hangings, where it stands 

out starkly against the black 

cloth, ready for the 

candlesticks to be placed on 

the altar. 

 

Meanwhile, in the 

hall... 

 

The pre-Lent 

lunch 
 

This year, rather than 

a Shrove Tuesday 

dinner, lunch was 

served in the church 

hall, an  indulgence 

before austerity...! 



Poems for Passiontide  
and Easter 
 

The Coming  
 

And God held in his hand  

A small globe. Look, he said,  

The son looked. Far off,  

As through water, he saw  

A scorched land of fierce  

Colour. The light burned  

There; crusted buildings  

Cast their shadows: a bright  

Serpent, a river  

Uncoiled itself, radiant  

With slime.  

On a bare  

Hill, a bare tree saddened  

The sky. Many people  

Held out their thin arms  

To it, as though waiting  

For a vanished April  

To return to its crossed  

Boughs. The son watched  

Them. Let me go there, he said.  

 

R.S. Thomas   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 
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April Wind 
 
The wind was cold one April morning, 

And the sun was hid in heaven. 

They took a man one April morning, 

And while he said goodbye, 

Blew the wind in April. 

 

They took a man one April morning, 

And the sun was hid in heaven, 

They drove the nails into his fingers, 

And while he said goodbye, 

Blew the wind in April. 

 



They murdered love one April morning, 

And the sun was hid in heaven, 

The sky grew black, the rain came falling, 

And while he said goodbye, 

Blew the wind in April. 

 

They laid his body in a garden, 

And the sun was hid in heaven, 

They went away till Sunday morning, 

And while they said goodbye, 

Blew the wind in April. 

 

The sun shone high on Sunday morning, 

Yes, the sun shone high in heaven, 

He said goodbye, goodbye to sleeping, 

And while he said goodbye, 

Blew the wind in April. 

 

And there he stood one April morning, 

And the sun shone high in heaven, 

He stood and smiled one April morning, 

And when he smiled again, 

Blew the wind in April. 

 

Damian Lundy  

 

. 
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The Donkey 
 
When fishes flew and forests walked 

   And figs grew upon thorn, 

Some moment when the moon was blood 

   Then surely I was born. 

 

With monstrous head and sickening cry 

   and ears like errant wings, 

The devil’s walking parody 

   On all four-footed things. 

 

The tattered outlaw of the earth, 

   Of ancient crooked will; 

Starve, scourge, deride me: I am dumb, 

   I keep my secret still. 

 

Fools! For I also had my hour; 

   One far fierce hour and sweet: 

There was a shout about my ears, 

   and palms before my feet. 

 

G K Chesterton  

 



Indifference 

 

When Jesus came to Golgotha they hanged Him in a tree. 

They drave great nails through hands and feet, and made a Calvary: 

They crowned Him with a crown of thorns, red were His wounds and deep, 

For those were crude and cruel days, and human flesh was cheap. 

 

When Jesus came to Birmingham they simply passed Him by, 

They never hurt a hair of Him, they only let Him die; 

For men had grown more tender, and they would not give Him pain: 

They only just passed down the street, and left Him in the rain. 

 

Still Jesus cried, ‘Forgive them, for they know not what they do!’ 

And still it rained the wintry rain that drenched Him through and through. 

The crowds went home and left the streets without a soul to see, 

And Jesus crouched against a wall and cried for Calvary. 

 

G.A.Studdert Kennedy 

 

 

   The Donkey's Owner  
 
   Snaffled my donkey, he did - good luck to him! -   

   Rode him astride, feet dangling, near scraping the ground.   

   Gave me the laugh of my life when I first see them,   

   Remembering yesterday - you know, how Pilate come   

   Bouncing along the same road, only that horse of his   

   Big as a bloody house and the armour shining   

   And half Rome trotting behind. Tight-mouthed he was,   

   Looking he owned the world.   

   Then today, him and his little donkey! Ha - laugh? -   

   I thought I’d kill myself when he first started.   

   So did the rest of them. Gave him a cheer   

   Like he was Caesar himself, only more hearty:   

   Tore off some palm-twigs and started shouting,   

   Whacking the donkey’s behind... Then suddenly   

   We see his face.   

   The smile had gone, and somehow the way he sat   

   Was different - like he was much older - you know -   

   Didn’t want to laugh no more.  

 

   Clive Sansom 
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The Resurrection  
 

I was the one who waited in the garden  

Doubting the morning and the early light.  

I watched the mist lift off its own soft burden,  

Permitting, not believing my own sight.  

If there were sudden noises I dismissed  

Them as a trick of sound, a sleight of hand.  

Not by a natural joy could I be blessed  

Or trust a thing I could not understand.  

Maybe I was a shadow thrown by one  

Who, weeping, came to lift away the stone.  

Or was I but the path on which the sun,  

Too heavy for itself, was loosed and thrown?  

I heard the voices and the recognition  

And love like kisses heard behind thin walls.  

Were they my tears which fell, a real contrition?  

Or simply April with its waterfalls?  

It was by negatives I learned my place.  

The garden went on growing and I sensed  

A sudden breeze that blew across my face.  

Despair returned, but now it danced, it danced.  

  

Elizabeth Jennings  

 

 

  

The Easter Challenge 
 
Every year it happens:  

earth shakes her sleepy head,       

still a bit wintered and dull,  

and feels new life stirring 

 

Every year cocoons give up their treasures,  

fresh shoots push through brown leaves,  

seemingly dead branches shine with green,  

and singing birds find their way home 

 

Every year we hear the stories 

 

empty tomb, surprised grievers,  

runners with news and revelation,  

16 



unexpected encounters,  

conversations on the road,  

tales of nets filling with fish,  

and breakfast on a seashore 

 

And every year 

the dull and dead in us 

meets our Easter challenge: 

 

to be open to the unexpected, 

to believe beyond our security,  

to welcome God in every form,  

and trust in our own greening 

 

Joyce  Rupp 

 

 
Believe it or not... 
 
In Florida, an atheist went to court to argue it was discrimination to for Christians and 

Jews to observe Easter and Passover as atheists had no such recognised holidays. 

  

Following the lawyer’s arguments the judge banged his gavel and announced ‘case 

dismissed’. 

  

The lawyer immediately objected to the ruling: ‘Your honour, how can you possibly 

dismiss this case? The Christians have Christmas, Easter and others.  The Jews have 

Passover, Yom Kippur and Hanukkah, yet my client and other atheists have no such 

holidays.’ 

  

The judge leaned forward in his chair. ‘But you do,’ he said.  ‘Your client is woefully 

ignorant.’ 

  

‘Your honour,’ said the lawyer, ‘we are not aware of any special observance or 

holidays for atheists.’ 

  

The judge replied: ’The calendar says April 1 is April Fool’s Day.  Psalm 14.1 states 

‘The fool says in his heart there is no God’, so it is  the opinion of this court, if your 

client says there is no God he’s a fool and April 1 is his day.’ 
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An Eastertide Reflection 
 

 

“Christ is risen”:  “He has risen indeed” is the great Easter greeting. And that really 

means that in one sense everything has been changed. The Resurrection has taken 

place. The decisive battle between God and the forces of evil has been won. Yet the 

victory is still, on Easter Day, a hidden reality, evident to the eyes of faith alone. 

 

So the Easter mystery which we celebrate is first of all a mystery of faith. What really 

happened in that first Easter, in the silence and at night, we shall never know. Some 

Turin shroud enthusiasts have attempted to explain how the Resurrection actually took 

place but God keeps the secret of his mighty act to himself. The Easter mystery is a 

mystery of faith. To the first disciples it was utterly bewildering. And it is encouraging 

sometimes to us to read that at first some of them doubted, some of them hesitated, 

that on at least three occasions they did not recognise the risen Jesus. So the first task 

of the risen Lord was to confirm or to restore the faith of his disciples. In the Gospel 

narratives that is associated with the appearances of the risen Lord in and around 

Jerusalem. 

 

The Easter mystery is a mystery of faith also in another sense. The risen Christ 

appears only to the believing community, not to the world at large. He is not revealed 

to all and sundry only to a chosen few, and it is up to the chosen few, now as it was 

then, to make him known to others. The Easter Jesus gives himself to us, not to keep 

him to ourselves but to share him with other people. In the great service of the Easter 

Vigil, the Easter candle is brought into the church. The light of Christ shines in the 

darkness and then all our little candles are lit from that flame. Indeed we light one 

another’s candles in that ceremony. And that is a small symbol of this vast truth: the 

risen Lord comes to us that we may share him with others. 

 

Secondly the Easter mystery is a mystery of hope. “Now all things are filled with 

light, heaven and earth and all the places under the earth. All creation celebrates the 

resurrection of Christ. As God, you arose from the grave in glory, and with yourself 

you raised the world”. So the Orthodox Church sings at Easter. Yes, for with the 

raising of Jesus, the transformation of the entire cosmos has begun. The empty tomb 

of Jesus is the end of history, it has been said, and that is so in two senses. First, 

because the empty tomb of Jesus is the beginning of the new creation. One tiny 

particle of the universe, the flesh and blood of Jesus, has been raised and transformed. 

One bit of dust has already been glorified. And secondly because there the purpose for 

which everything has been created is disclosed. The destiny of all dust is glory. The 

Easter mystery is then a mystery of hope, for though everything has been changed, 

everything in the world seems very much the same and the dark days seem to get 

darker still. Hope, never more needed than now, the humble virtue of hope, holds on 

to this staggering truth: the new creation has begun. The flesh and blood of Jesus, 

crucified, raised, glorified, are our ticket of admission into the new creation, God’s  

18 



Kingdom. “He only could unlock the gate of heaven and let us in”. By our faith and 

our hope we already stand in the heavenly Kingdom. Every eucharist takes us there, 

into the new creation by the given means of the flesh and blood of Jesus, raised and 

glorified, and in every prayer we make, we already stand there in God’s Kingdom. We 

need to remember that, in our intercession, in our prayer for others. 

 

Thirdly and lastly, the Easter mystery is a mystery of love. In at least two senses. We 

should never think of Easter as a happy ending tacked on to a tragic story. If we focus 

solely, in our Christian thought and devotion, on the cross of Christ, we may always 

be tempted to think like that. No, Easter day reveals a victory which has already been 

won, the victory of the cross, the triumph of self-giving love. The finished work of 

Good Friday – “It is accomplished,” – shines now in the glory of Easter morning. 

Easter shows that Jesus’ option in life has been vindicated once and for all. More than 

that, Easter shows that Jesus’ option in life can also be ours. The new quality of life he 

embodied in his whole being and suffering and dying, the quality of limitless self-

giving love, in obedience to the Father’s will, and for the sake of others, that quality of 

life can really be ours also. This is our life, the life of Jesus in us, for we are the Easter 

people, called to live the life of Jesus. 

 

We are reminded of the story of Gabriel, welcoming the risen and ascended Jesus back 

to heaven. “What arrangements have you made,” Gabriel asked Jesus,” for the 

continuation of your work?” “I have left twelve men”, was the answer Jesus gave. 

“What if they fail?” “I have made no other arrangements.” As we have already seen, it 

is always up to the Church to reveal the risen Lord in the world. And the quality of 

self-giving love in the Christian community will determine the success or the failure 

of its mission. “Love one another as I have loved you” was Jesus’ dying command to 

his friends and he meant that command to be taken just a literally as we take his 

command to do this in the eucharist for his memorial and he promised us the Holy 

Spirit to enable us to obey that command. 

 

The Easter mystery, then, is a mystery of faith, of hope and of love, but the fulfilment 

of the Easter mystery always lies ahead of us. The eternal Easter we still look forward 

to. We live in that mysterious time between the resurrection of Christ and our own 

resurrection, not a no-man’s land but an everyman’s land, where the risen Lord comes 

to us, here and now. The best always lies ahead of us. For all of us, the best is still to 

come. The resurrection of Christ is the promise that the best is true already, and can 

come true for each one of us. 

 

Fr. Dennis 
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The Titanic Anniversary 
 Sunday 15th April 2012 

11.00am Solemn Mass and Act of Remembrance 
Music at this service will include a special anthem composed for this service by our 

Acting Director of Music, Daniel Rathbone 
 

 
 

Spring Fair 2012  
 

 

Saturday, May 5th next  is definitely a date to put in your diary. 

 

From lunchtime onwards, St Faith’s will be staging a Spring Fair and Fun Day, with 

music, entertainments, food and drink, sales stalls and sideshows for the parish to 

enjoy.  

 

A group of us are busy planning the day’s happenings, and there will be more details 

nearer the event, but this is the outline of what will be taking place in church, in the 

hall, around the grounds and in the vicarage garden.  

 

The day begins with music, with the regular Summer Saturday concert in church at 12 

noon. Later in the day there will be music on offer in the garden – and in between, 

busjers will be performing around d the site!  Fr Neil has rashly volunteered to sit in 

the stocks (well technically it’s a pillory, but who cares?) and be assaulted with wet 

sponges. We can’t track down the church ‘stocks’ at the time of writing, but there are 

willing volunteers ready to make them if necessary, rather than waste this golden final 

opportunity!  

 

There will be the usual light refreshments for the noon concert-goers, then enticing hot 

food served from the hall kitchen at lunchtime, together with ice cream. Later in the 

afternoon in the vicarage garden, stately ladies in appropriate costume will be serving 

Victorian teas while the music plays. 

 

Our unformed organisations and their leaders will be pulling out all the stops to 

provide sideshows, competitions and assorted fun and games in the hall and under 

canvas outside (just in case it’s a trifle damp, there will be tents, gazebos and awnings 

strung up!). There will be stalls where you can buy the famous products of St Faith’s 

Jam Factory, cakes, craft items, bric-a-brac and books. 
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The idea is to turn the whole church grounds into a fun-filled fairground – and to raise 

all the money we can for the church. To this end, appeals are already going out for the 

many items we need, as well as for folk to help the hard-working committee by selling 

things and manning the doors. It goes without saying that the day can only be a 

success with the help of the people of St Faith’s, so please see what you can do. There 

will be more in next month’s magazine, online and in due course via a big publicity 

drive – but it all starts now.... 

 

Lillie Wilmot, Chris Price  

and the rest of the ‘Fair Folk’ 

 

May Devotions to   
the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

 

Sunday 6
th

 May at 6pm: Choral Evensong, Procession and Te Deum 

 

Preacher: The Revd Dr Ben Gordon-Taylor (Lecturer, College of the Resurrection, 

Mirfield and Director of the Mirfield Liturgical Institute), followed by a glass of wine! 

 

This will be an opportunity for us to thank students from the College of the 

Resurrection for their link with St. Faith’s during Fr. Neil’s incumbency. 

 
 

 

 

The Passion Flower 
 

The Passion Flower is very specially connected with Easter. It came from Peru, and its 

real name is Granadilla. This flower was used by missionaries to fix the details of the 

Crucifixion in the minds of simple people. And how well it served the purpose! It is a 

lovely blue flower, the colour of heaven, and it has five petals and five sepals which 

represent ten of the disciples. Only ten of the twelve, because we remember to leave 

out Peter who denied Jesus, and Judas who betrayed him. In the middle of the flower 

is the Pistil, which is like the column to which Christ was bound when he was 

scourged, and the long twisting tendrils are like the whips and cords which were used 

for the scourging. At the end of the Pistil is a three branched Style, which reminds us 

of the three nails used to nail Christ to the Cross, and the five stamens represent his 

five wounds. The filaments surround the flower like a crown of thorns, and the fringed 

corona is like the halo round Christ's head. The seed pod represents the sponge dipped 

in vinegar, and the leaves, which have five fingers, are like the hands of the soldiers, 

holding the spear which pierced Christ's side.  

 

The flower usually blooms for just three days, exactly the time between Good Friday 

and Easter Sunday. No wonder it is called the Passion Flower; it tells the whole story 

of the crucifixion. 
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I Give Up! 
 
Do I give up chocolates or strawberry jam,  

Or simply remain just the way that I am?  

And chocolate cookies or chocolate drinks – 

To do a day’s work, I need forty winks.  

It’s day number one and my fingernails chewed;  

I don’t want my reasons to be misconstrued.  

It’s not for the money though between me and you,  

I could do with an extra penny or two,  

It’s not for the weight or the extra spare tyre.  

No, I admit, my reasons are a little higher.  

Lord it’s all done simply in honour of you  

To give my soul a spring clean, make it anew.  

Some say abstinence is good for the soul,  

But me, I’ll still want the last Rollo roll.  

So I’ll try very hard not to partake  

Of Kit Kats, Mars Bars or Cadbury’s Flake.  

How will I manage – I really don’t know,  

But give me some strength and we’ll see how I go. 

 

Corinne  Hedgecock  

 

 

Magazine Matters 
 
Just a brief report from the Editor this time. The downsizing operation on Newslink is 

all but complete and the process of charging for the magazine and collecting money 

from those sufficiently committed to shell out 75p a month is effectively over. At the 

time of writing, we have about 75 paying members in church, and a dozen or so postal 

subscribers. Add in a few complimentary copies, and the copies we send down to St 

Mary’s and leave at the back of church, and I am printing now just 145 copies. To this 

must be added the 45 folk who get a monthly email telling them that the latest 

magazine is free for them to read online, and we are approaching the 200 mark – plus 

others who may read online without being on my list. 

 

The good outcomes: we save on stamps and editorial printing and assembly time, as 

well of course on paper and ink; our faithful deliverers have had their delivery rounds 

more or less halved as people have dropped out – and we have banked around £830 of 

new money. 
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The Titanic Anniversary 
 
2012 marks the centenary of the sinking of the Titanic. Dr Denis Griffiths' article 
below was originally printed in the booklet 'Furnishings of Faith', an anthology of 
articles about the architecture, furnishings and memorials in our church, and describes 
the heroism of the Chief Engineer of that famous ship, who lived locally and was a 
worshipper here. In this centenary year, we are marking the event with an Act of 
Remembrance during the course of our Sung Eucharist on Sunday, April 15th, at which 
there will be the first performance of an anthem, entitled 'They that go down to the sea 
in ships', by our Acting Director of Music, Daniel Rathbone. 

On the wall in the south aisle of St Faith’s there is a brass tablet commemorating the 

life, and death, of Joseph Bell. The ‘Titanic’ is probably the most famous ship which 

ever sailed the seas, and there are many monuments commemorating her sinking and 

those who lost their lives in that most tragic disaster. Numerous books have been 

written about the ship, but none makes mention of the memorial to be found in St 

Faith’s, and that alone makes the brass tablet something special.  

Joseph Bell was born in May 1861 in Farlam, near Brampton, Cumberland, and 

received his education in Carlisle before serving an engineering apprenticeship with 

Robert Stephen & Co. of Newcastle-on-Tyne. He commenced his seagoing career 

with the Lamport and Holt Line in 1883 and joined the White Star Line two years 

later. Following service aboard many ships on the fleet, both on the New Zealand run 

and the New York service, he was appointed Chief Engineer of the ‘Coptic’ when 

only 30 years old. After a short spell as Chief Engineer aboard the ‘Olympic’, sister 

ship of the ‘Titanic’, he was transferred to the latter whilst she was being completed 

by Harland and Wolff in Belfast. For the delivery voyage from Belfast to 

Southampton he was accompanied by his eldest son, who had just begun an 

apprenticeship with Harland and Wolff.  

The story of that first and final voyage of the ‘Titanic’ is too well known to be 

repeated in detail here, but following the collision with the iceberg at 11.40 pm the 

ship sank less than two hours later. With her she took the lives of some 815 passengers 

and 688 crew, including Joseph Bell and all of his engineering officers. Only 703 

people were saved.  

The library of books written about the disaster detail the events on deck during that 

eventful night, but little mention is made of the engineers who kept the ship afloat for 

so long in the vain hope that rescue might come. As no engineers survived, there was 

nobody to realise what they did, but it is possible to piece together the events below 

from White Star standing instructions and marine engineering knowledge. As soon as 

the message from the bridge came for engines to be stopped, and the nature of the 



incident was known, all engineers would have been summoned by means of alarm 

bells. Joseph Bell would then have directed them to various tasks as required.  

Collision with the iceberg caused sea water to enter six watertight compartments 

including No 6 and No 5 boiler rooms. Watertight doors were immediately closed, 

thus preventing water from flooding all machinery compartments, and the pumps were 

started in order to try to keep the water in check. Bell would have quickly seen that the 

task was hopeless and that the ship would sink; it was just a matter of time. Time, 

however, was what he could give by keeping pumps working and preventing 

bulkheads from collapsing. ‘Titanic’ had been designed to keep afloat with up to three 

watertight compartments open to the sea, but she could not survive with six 

compartments flooded. The transverse watertight bulkheads only extended a certain 

distance above the normal waterline and as the ship sank lower in the water, the water 

flooding those compartments would flow over the tops of the bulkheads into the 

adjacent compartments. The ship was doomed: Joseph Bell knew it and so did his 

engineers, but they all stayed at their allotted tasks until the end. Those tasks including 

stopping as many leaks as they could, shoring up bulkheads and keeping the pumps, 

dynamos and a few boilers working to supply the limited amount of steam now 

required. Other boilers had to be shut down, steam being vented and fires removed 

from grates. This was essential as there was a risk of these boilers exploding if normal 

feed water supply was not maintained, and during the emergency that could not be 

guaranteed. The dynamos kept the lights going as the ship sank deeper and ensured 

that those entering the lifeboats could do so with less danger than would have been the 

case in the inky blackness of a north Atlantic night.  

When the order came to abandon ship the engineers stood no chance of escape as they 

were deep in the heart of the ‘Titanic’. It is unlikely they all drowned: many would 

have been crushed by boilers and machinery breaking away from mountings as the 

ship’s bow sank deeper in the water; others would have been scalded by high-

temperature steam released as pipes became detached when boilers broke free. They 

all died doing their duty.  

Joseph Bell was 51 years old; he left a widow, Maud, and four children: two boys and 

two girls. Ralph Douglas Bell, the youngest child, had been baptised at St Faith’s on 

29 March 1908. The family lived at 1, Belvidere Road, Crosby and had regularly 

attended the church since its construction. At a packed special service held at 8.00 pm 

on 6 January 1913 the memorial tablet was unveiled by the Bishop of Liverpool. The 

collection taken at the service amounted to £6 2s 0d (£6.10 in 'new' money) and was 

donated to the Seamans' Orphanage.  

According to the ‘Crosby Herald’ for that week, the Bishop gave a moving and 

eloquent address, choosing as his text Revelation 11 v, 10: ‘Be thou faithful unto 

death, and I will give thee a crown of life’. Joseph Bell and his engineers were indeed 

faithful unto death: they sacrificed their lives that others might have a chance of 

living, and they undoubtedly deserved their crowns. 
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VICAR 

Fr. Neil Kelley, The Vicarage, Milton Road, Waterloo. L22 4RE 

928 3342; fax 920 2901 

ASSISTANT PRIESTS 

Revd Denise McDougall, 27 Mayfair Avenue, Crosby. L23 2TL. 924 8870 

Canon Peter Goodrich, 16 Hillside Avenue, Ormskirk, L39 5TD. 01695 573285 

Fr. Dennis Smith, 16 Fir Road, Waterloo. L22 4QL. 928 5065 

READERS 

Dr Fred Nye, 23 Bonnington Avenue, Crosby. L23 7YJ. 924 2813 

Mrs Jacqueline Parry, 21 Grosvenor Avenue, Crosby. L23 0SB. 928 0726 

Mrs Cynthia Johnson, 30 Willow House, Maple Close, Seaforth, L21 4LY. 286 8155 

CHURCH WARDENS 

Mrs Margaret Houghton, 16 Grosvenor Avenue, Crosby. L23 0SB. 928 0548 

Mrs Maureen Madden, 37 Abbotsford Gardens, Crosby. L23 3AP. 924 2154 

DEPUTY CHURCH WARDENS 

Mrs Christine Spence, 52 Molyneux Road, Waterloo. L22 4QZ. 284 9325 

Ms Brenda Cottarel, 6 Lawton Road, Waterloo. L22 9QL. 928 4275 

TREASURER 

Mr David Jones, 65 Dunbar Road, Birkdale, Southport PR8 4RJ. 01704 567782 

PCC SECRETARY 

Mrs Lillie Wilmot, Flat 7, 3 Bramhall Road, Waterloo. L22 3XA. 920 5563 

PARISH OFFICE MANAGER 

Mr Geoff Dunn 32 Brooklands Avenue, L22 3XZ . Tel & fax: 0151 928 9913 

Email: sfsmparishoffice@btinternet.com 

ACTING DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

Mr Daniel Rathbone. Tel: 07759 695683   

GIFT AID SECRETARY 

Mr Rick Walker, 17 Mayfair Avenue, Crosby. L23 3TL. 924 6267 

TUESDAY OFFICE HOUR: 6.30 – 7.30 pm (wedding and banns bookings) 

Mrs Lynda Dixon, c/o the Vicarage. 928 7330 

BAPTISM BOOKINGS 

Mrs Joyce Green, 14 Winchester Avenue, Waterloo, L22 2AT. 931 4240  

SACRISTANS 

Mr Leo Appleton, 23 Newborough Avenue, Crosby. L23 3TU. 07969 513087 

Mrs Judith Moizer, 1 Valley Close, Crosby. L23 9TL. 931 5587 

SENIOR SERVER 

Ms Emily Skinner, 1 Valley Close, Crosby. L23 9TL. 931 5587  
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CHILDREN’S CHURCH  

Sunday 11.00 am in the Church Hall. Angie Price 924 1938 

CHILD PROTECTION OFFICER 

Mrs Linda Nye, 23 Bonnington Avenue, Crosby. L23 7YJ. 924 2813  

CHURCH CENTRE 

1, Warren Court, Warren Road, Blundellsands 

UNITED BENEFICE MEN’S FELLOWSHIP 

James Roderick  474 6162 

CUB SCOUTS 

Tuesday 6.30 - 7.45 pm. Adam Jones 07841 125589  

Thursday 6.30 – 7.45 pm. Mike Carr 293 3416 

SCOUTS 

Tuesday 8.00 - 9.30 pm. George McInnes 924 3624 

RAINBOWS 

Monday 4.45 - 5.45 pm. Geraldine Forshaw 928 5204 

BROWNIE GUIDES 

Monday 6.00 - 7.30 pm. Sue Walsh 920 0318; Mary McFadyen 284 0104 

BEAVERS 

Thursday 5.00 – 6.15 pm Mike Carr 293 3416 

CHOIR PRACTICE  

Friday 7.15 pm - 8.30 pm.   

MAGAZINE EDITOR and WEBSITE MANAGER  

Chris Price, 17 Queens Road, Crosby. L23 5TP. 924 1938 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

The May ‘Newslink’ will be distributed on or before Sunday, April 22nd.  Copy by 

Sunday, April 8th, please   - but all contributions are welcome at any time.  

 

Church website: http://www.stfaithsgreatcrosby.org.uk 

Online edition: http://www.stfaithsgreatcrosby.org.uk/magazine.html 

Email: cdavidprice@gmail.com  
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From Lent to Easter 
 

The Great Crucifix in its usual 

setting in the Chapel of the Cross. 

 

The front cover photograph 

shows it veiled and positioned 

above the Nave Altar platform 

 on Good Friday. 

 

Below, the choir rehearse for a 

sunny Easter Day Festal 

Evensong, with the Easter banner 

and the re-opened High Altar 

reredos on display, with Easter 

flowers below 


