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Worship at  

Saint Faith’s 
 

 

SUNDAYS  

10.30am  Morning Prayer  

11.00am  SOLEMN EUCHARIST and Children’s Church  

1.00pm   Holy Baptism (2nd Sunday)  

7.00pm   Compline and Benediction (1st Sunday)  

 

WEEKDAY MASSES  

 Monday 10.30am  

 Tuesday  9.30am  

 Wednesday 10.30am  (1662 Book of Common Prayer, in S. Mary’s)  

 Thursday 9.00am  (Holy Days only) 

 Friday 6.30pm  

 Saturday 10.30am  

 

THE DIVINE OFFICE (The Prayer of the Church) 

 Morning Prayer: 9am daily (except Thursday & Saturday) 

 Evening Prayer: 6pm daily (except Thursday) 

Please consult the weekly sheets for any variation in times for the Daily Office 

 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE AND RECONCILIATION  

Fr. Neil and Revd. Denise are available by appointment to hear confessions or to talk 

about any matter in confidence. The Sacrament of Reconciliation is always available in 

preparation for Christmas and Easter and at other advertised times.  

 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK AND DYING  

Please contact Fr. Neil at any time, day or night, if someone is ill and requires the 

ministry of a priest.  

 

HOME VISITS to the sick and housebound and those in hospital 

If you, or someone you know, are unable to get to church and would like to receive 

Holy Communion at home, or be visited in hospital or at home, please ring the 

Vicarage or another member of the Ministry Team.  We are always happy to make 

home or hospital visits to the sick and housebound so please call us to arrange this. 
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From the Ministry Team             July 2010 
 
 

 
 

When I was a Curate in Chiswick my Vicar used to describe the Feast of Corpus 

Christi as “the start of the long vac” – I think the “long vac” ended at the beginning of 

October! It was (from my dim memory) a somewhat lighter programme of church 

activities and meetings and therefore a period to look forward to. Such were the days of 

church life in the 20
th

 century.  21
st
 Century church life doesn‟t seem to have that “long 

vac” feel. However I, for one, am very happy that are two churches are busy and that 

over the summer period there is much to look forward to with Holiday Clubs (young 

and not so young), BBQs and hopefully decent weather to enjoy the Vicarage Garden! 

 

At the end of August (in S. Faith‟s Hall) we will be hosting the second of our “Liturgy 

and Lunch” experiments. Many people have made very favourable comments about the 

last one at S. Mary‟s (more than one person reminding me that “we don‟t want it every 

week...”) and as an opportunity to invite along „new‟ people it proved to be a success 

as a number of first-timers were indeed welcomed. Many of those who live on their 

own also said how nice it was to have the opportunity of sharing lunch with friends 

rather than alone after Church as is so often the case for so many. Another excellent 

reason for doing what we did!   

 

I will be leading the next event and in place of a sermon there will be a “Question and 

Answer” session – something we have done before on more than one occasion. A 

number of people have asked when we might have another and it seems to me that the 

informality of those occasions is an ideal time to have such a “Q & A” session. In due 

course there will be an opportunity to submit questions so that some of us can do some 

homework preparing answers! 

 

The business of growing in our faith is an ongoing one and we are never too old to 

learn. Learning from each other is important too because, as Mother Claire Robson 

reminded us in her excellent Corpus Christi Homily, we are related to one another as 

members of the Body of Christ. That brings with it a duty to get to know each other 

well and care for one another.  
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The Feast of Corpus Christi has two dimensions. That of thanksgiving for the Holy 

Eucharist, and also a reminder that the Body of Christ is not just something we receive 

but something we are called to be. Perhaps our “Liturgy and Lunch”, which seeks to 

value both our Eucharistic meal and our social meal, might well be deemed a “fresh 

expression” of Corpus Christi! I wonder? 

 

Of course diary commitments mean that not everyone will be able to stay on after the 

eucharist to share lunch. A number of people had to leave saying that they “were 

having lunch with family or friends”. Well next time, why not stay on and have your 

lunch with your family and friends? 

 

With my love and prayers 

 
 

 

“I Am The Bread”  

Judy Dinnen 

 

She gave me a loaf of bread, 

warm and springy, 

labour of love, 

the pale crust 

dusted with flour. 

 

She gave me the loaf to pray with, 

to write about, 

to break open – 

to share. 

I hold it in my hands, 

hold the warm, round shape; 

feel its gift, its possibilities. 

 

I see in this loaf, a way to be: 

hands still with the holding, 

heart full with the receiving, 

lips parted for the thanking. 

I remember the gift of it, 

honour the grace in the gift 

and the renewing, 

as we hold out our hands to receive. 

 

3 



 
 

 

Please pray for those to be made Deacon this Petertide, 

among them: 

 

Chris Trundle 

George Davis 

Ian McCormack 

Craig Roters 

 

 

Please pray too for those recently ordained as Priests in Liverpool Cathedral: 

 

Andrew Dowsett 

Ian Greenwood 

Julie Haworth 

Laura Montgomery 

Michael Ridge 

Gaz Tracey 

Philippa Wetherell 

 

 

 

...I am among you as one who serves (Lk 22:28) 
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Father Peter Roberts R.I.P.     
 

 

It was with much sadness that in mid May we heard in an email from South Africa the 

news of Peter‟s death. Found by a friend on the floor in the Unit in which he lived, he 

had probably been dead for one or two days. 

 

Those who have had connections with St. Faith‟s from the mid 1960s onwards will 

remember Peter‟s great involvement in the life of the parish. He came to us from St. 

Nicholas‟ Blundellsands, and Father Charles Billington wasted no time in getting Peter 

to run what, under his leadership and guidance, became a very popular and flourishing 

Youth Club on Friday evenings. 

 

At this time Peter worked for the Merseyside Probation Service as Principal 

Administration Assistant and was deeply committed to the Waterloo Grammar School 

Old Boys‟ Association and to local Freemasonry. 

 

Following the death of his mother, Betty, Peter moved from Devonshire Road to live at 

the home of Roger, Connie and John Rankin in Marldon Avenue. These were happy 

years, during which Peter immersed himself in the liturgical and social life of St. 

Faith‟s. He greatly enjoyed the privilege of serving at the altar and was an efficient and 

reliable PCC Secretary. At this time numerous social events and outings formed an 

important part of church life (as they do today) and Peter was always enthusiastic to 

help and organise. Fell walking in the Lake District or Snowdonia, day trips to Betws-

y-Coed or Southport, Parish Hall dances and suppers, New Year‟s Eve parties, visits to 

various local hostelries, especially “The Brooke” after mass on Sunday and the 

Blundellsands Hotel after youth club on Friday, Sunday nights at SS Peter and Paul‟s 

Social Club for music and dancing were all part of the scene. 

 

In 1978, like others in the parish before him, Peter began training for ordination, and in 

1981 was made Deacon to a non-stipendiary post at St. Thomas‟ Seaforth, under the 

mentorship of another old boy of St. Faith‟s, Fr. Myles Davies. Now priested, from 

1983-8 he became stipendiary Team Vicar at St. Martin‟s, Kirkby and in 1991 moved 

to Holy Trinity, Southport as Priest-in-Charge. Between 1988 - 1994 he also held two 

Diocesan appointments as Urban Priority Co-ordinator and Bishop‟s Planning Officer. 

 

I am not sure how or when the decision to move to South Africa came, but in 1994 

with his beloved dog, Bruno, Peter arrived at the church of St. Matthias‟, Welkom, to 

be its Rector until 1997. In 1998 he transferred to Weltevraden Park to be Rector of St. 

Michael‟s and did much good work there until ill health forced him into early 

retirement. In these later years Peter conducted baptisms, weddings and funerals for 

additional income and acted as assistant priest at St. Paul‟s, Parkhurst. 
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About fifty friends, neighbours, colleagues, and former parishioners gathered for 

Peter‟s  funeral requiem, which was celebrated by Fr. Gary Thompson, Rector of Holy 

Trinity Church, Hillcrest. A very dear friend, Rob Ruggier, gave the main eulogy, in 

the course of which he made reference to the “tremendous heights” Peter had reached 

in Freemasonry. He explained, “Suffice it to say that at the end of his life Peter was 

honoured for his service by the Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons of England and 

Wales, by being appointed to the active rank of Assistant Grand Chaplain. He was due 

to fly to the UK next month to receive the honour personally from the Grand Master, 

His Royal Highness Prince Michael of Kent.” 

 

Sadly, Peter never made it back home to receive the prestigious Masonic honour, but 

his ashes are to be interred in the St. Faith‟s Garden of Remembrance, alongside the 

building in which, so faithfully, he loved to worship. 

 

With his ready wit and mischievous sense of humour Peter was fun to be with and 

always good company. He was a loyal and dear friend to many and was in his element 

with a drink in his hand and the companionship, conversation and laughter of those 

around him. A joy to know, he will be remembered with much love and affection in 

South Africa, Liverpool, and elsewhere. May he rest in God‟s peace and be raised in 

his glory. 

 

 

Fr. Dennis 
 

 

 

 

 

Medic Malawi Update 

 

 

 

Mac Forsyth, of Medic Malawi, has recently returned from his annual trip to 

Mthunthama, Malawi and has been most impressed with the efficiency and dedication 

of the staff of the hospital there.  This standard does not just apply to the medical staff, 

but to the Bursar‟s department, cleaners and night watchmen.  There is a sense of 

purpose throughout and the feedback from those having received treatment is 

tremendous.  As in all places of employment, there is always a desire for a pay rise, or 

special expenses and Mac has had many meetings during his stay, listening to each 

departments „special case‟, but as funds are limited, the outcome is not always as the 

staff  hope.  Diplomacy is in great demand.  However, those who have supported 

Medic Malawi over the years have fulfilled a dream, once thought impossible.  

Donations received, large and small, such as the profit from refreshments served at the 

recent concert given by the Crosby Symphony Orchestra held at St. Faith‟s,  monies 

6  



from the baked bean supper at the start of Lent, all add up to enabling the people of 

Mtunthama to receive a standard of medical treatment which is so taken for granted in 

Britain. Thanks to all those who have contributed in any way to the successful running 

of this invaluable service to some of the poorest people in the world. 

 

 

Margaret Houghton 
 
 
 

 

The Service Families Support Group 
  

 

Three meetings have now been held and the response to all has been very promising 

indeed. The March service was always going to be an „act‟ to follow, not only as it was 

the first, but because it was so well received.  But there was no need for any concerns!  

There may not have been as many people (about 20) including representatives from 

Support Our Soldiers and SAAFA but the feeling and atmosphere were just as good.  

Padre George Perera (TA) led a short service in the Chapel of the Cross with prayers, 

the lighting of candle of hope and offering the opportunity for all who wished to, to 

light their own votive candles. Refreshments and socialising followed and new 

friendships formed, all good „vibes‟ for the group and its aims. 

 

The latest meeting held on 2nd June followed the same pattern as before and was 

attended by about the same number of people, but there were some different folks than 

last month. There was another TA Padre present, who will be leading one of the future 

meetings.  The mum and aunt of a serving soldier, Emma from Support Our Soldiers 

whose brother will be going to Afghanistan later in the year, were among those who 

came along.  So the word is out there! 

                                 

Everybody is welcome, not just those with family or friends in the services, so please 

come along on Wednesday July 7th at 7.30pm if you can, or to any of the meetings, 

always on the first Wednesday of each month, and support both the families and our 

forces personnel.  

 

 

Eunice Little 
 

 

P.S.   There was a retiring collection at the March meeting in aid of „Combat Stress‟ 

which raised £134 for this very worthy charity.  
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Church Going? 
Impressions of Ireland 
 

Chris Price 
 

Two weeks spent in southwest Ireland, in wonderful scenery and blessed with 

unbelievably good weather, leave lasting impressions, some of which – mainly, but not 

exclusively church-orientated – are pieced together below. 

 

Ireland is – or perhaps was – a deeply religious country. There are roadside shrines, 

usually to Mary, wherever you, ranging in style and taste, at least to our eyes, from the 

tacky to the tolerable. The good folk of the village where we stayed had erected one to 

commemorate the „definition of the dogma of the Assumption‟ in the Holy Year of 

1950: „dogma‟ here meaning belief, of course; but one is tempted to apply the more 

usual definition of imposed and rigid doctrine. The country is naturally largely Roman 

Catholic in its allegiance, and its local churches are for the most part undistinguished 

architecturally, being either more like English Nonconformist chapels or vast grim 

granite fortresses. Interestingly, the religious buildings most immediately recognisable 

to English eyes as „proper churches‟ often belong to the Church of Ireland (part of the 

Anglican Communion), which maintains a widespread but scattered presence and a 

diocesan structure throughout the country. Its presence and origins are inextricably 

bound up with the political history of Ireland, reflecting  the imported worship of the 

English settlers from whom the Irish won their independence in the 1920s. There is 

about them something of the defensive outsider culture of the Scottish Episcopalians. 

 

We worshipped at one on Pentecost Sunday, and found it very familiar in terms of 

liturgy and hymns, with a small congregation but a large welcome. The curate was a 

woman: and there can‟t be many lady priests in Ireland, we guessed. This warmth was 

reflected also in St Fin Barre‟s amazing Anglican Cathedral in Cork, where we joined 

in midday prayers (thus increasing the congregation by 300%!) and were shown round 

this splendid building. It is the work of the Victorian architect William Burges – 

designer of the magnificent extravaganza of Cardiff Castle – lavishly decorated and 

gorgeous in every way. They get about 60 on a Sunday and, like the other C of I 

churches we came across, struggle to meet the bills and maintain the traditions in the 

face of decline. 

 

But the RCs, although very much the majority denomination other than in Northern 

Ireland, fare no better, and probably even worse. We visited their vast lofty cathedral in 

Cobh: an empty marble mausoleum with garish shrines and row upon row of battery-

operated votive candle stands. They suffer from a critical lack of priestly vocations (a 

year or so ago there were just two priests ordained in Dublin to serve the nation), and 

struggle to offer celebrations of the Mass in rural areas on any regular basis. 
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Even more critically, the sad saga of uncovered historical child abuse in the Roman 

Catholic Church and its institutions has clearly wounded them badly. The Irish papers 

during our stay headlined the refusal of Dublin‟s Cardinal Sean Brady to step down 

from his office, in the light of his alleged complicity in protecting his erring clergy in 

past years. The tone of editorial comment and commentary, both in the press and on 

Irish television, was hostile and unsympathetic in a way that would not have been 

remotely possible a generation ago. The depressing story of failure to face up to years 

of abuse, familiar now even in the corridors of the Vatican, would seem to be reflected 

in a growing loss of trust as Ireland, once a great bastion of Christianity, slips away 

from the faith into a brave new secular world and the worship not of God, but of 

Mammon. 

 

Two religious sites, however, painted a brighter picture. St Fin Barre, patron of our 

cathedral, was born in a delectable spot where the river that flows into Cork rises in a 

lake surrounded by mountains. In this place, 50 miles inland, a causeway leads to an 

islet with a modern oratory chapel, a holy well and a sacred enclosure ringed with 

stations of the cross and sanctified by prayer. In this perfect place it was easy to retreat 

into sanctity and forget the world and the church‟s problems. Here, where swans glide 

on the circled lake and the mountains are mirrored in the still water, prayer and 

devotion come naturally. This was Gougane Barra, and it was matched for us by a 

lovely modern church – Our Lady of the Valley, in a tiny community among the 

mountains off the road to Killarney. Here the candles were real, the stained glass a 

delight, and the statuary strong, devout and appealing, without any of the gaudy 

bleeding hearts and strident paintwork of the urban churches we saw. Here in the Black 

Vale, the beauty of holiness was made clear and we lingered long.  

 

For Christians then, Ireland is a country of contradictions. For tourists, it is a magical, 

often eccentric and entirely appealing destination. The seas and mountains, in day after 

day of clear and sunny weather, were a delight, and the people were as warm and 

welcoming as everyone said they would be. They were delighted that the sun shone so 

uncharacteristically for visitors: we were told that they more usually hoped for patches 

of light rain between the heavier downpours. Mind you, the roads are all too often 

badly potholed and always eccentrically signposted. As in Wales, place names are 

posted bilingually, but unlike Wales, in the Gaeltacht (non-English speaking) enclaves, 

they were often incomprehensible. And when you could read them, they were often 

hilarious. „Don‟t pass‟ read frequent signs: at first we wondered whether we would 

have to stay behind them for eternity, until we realised that they meant „No 

overtaking‟. Instead of being bidden to Give Way you are told to Yield (varlet?). And 

on entering a two-lane tunnel round Cork, the lanes were painted with „Lane in Get‟ – 

and when you had so done, they told you to „Lane in Stay‟!  But when you found your 

way to them, the villages were lined with welcoming bars and the houses painted in a 

riot of warm colours. Ireland opens its heart to visitors, and does so its own inimitable 

way. It is best encapsulated in the instructions given by an old boatman helping us off a 

small ferry: „Hurry up now and take your time!‟  
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Congratulations,  Ken! 

 

 

Those who were present for the Corpus Christi mass in St. Faith‟s were delighted to 

see Fr. Neil make an unexpected presentation during the notices. 

 

After many years of faithful and devoted service as a Server Ken Bramwell has finally 

retired or, as some might say, “hung up his thurible”. Now an octogenarian, Ken had 

intended to finish serving last year but, owing to an unexpected shortage in the ranks, 

he generously agreed to stay on and help out. 

 

We are all most grateful for the commitment shown by our serving team and greatly 

appreciate all that Ken has contributed in the sacristy department over a long period of 

time. May he continue to enjoy worship “the other side of the Altar” so to speak, and 

go on cheering us with his smile and good humour. 

 

Fr Dennis 
 

 

Liturgy and Lunch 
Chris Price 

  

There were five Sundays in May this year. Not in itself a newsworthy happening, but it 

provided the opportunity for the launch of a „fifth Sunday‟ initiative in the United 

Benefice. On Sunday, May 30th there were no morning services in either church: 

instead, our two congregations foregathered in St Mary‟s Hall at 10.30 a.m. for 

something special. 
 

The hall was laid out with tables, laid for lunch, but which served as pews for the 

service. On the stage, behind banners, were the choir, led by Sam on the piano; at the 

„east‟ end lectern and altar were populated by Fr Neil, and by Ricky Panter, 

Archdeacon of Liverpool.  

 

The service was simple, moving and effective. Instead of a sermon, the Archdeacon 

expounded the text of the Gospel, and each table was challenged to discuss some of the 

questions he raised, followed by feedback to the man in black.. Then, at the time for 

communion, a happy chaos ensued as, table by table, we were directed to weave our 

way through the chicanes of chairs and handbags and, in the fullness of time, back to 

our tables. There was singing, and there was silence. 
 

As the service ended, the lunch began, and we moved from spiritual to earthly food, 

collecting soup, buffet food, wine and coffee from assorted dispensing posts. 

Consumption and digestion gave time for fellowship and reflection before, after which 

we departed, at about 1.00 pm. 
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No-one would have been sure how well-attended or how successful this new venture 

would prove. Well, as to the attendance, the hall was filled with about 120 members of 

our two churches, and a few newcomers. And for this writer, and those he spoke to at 

the time and afterwards, this seamless blend of Sunday worship and Sunday lunch was 

a very worthwhile experience and a decided success. Thanks to the hard work of all – 

especially of course the team at St Mary‟s – the logistics were entirely successful, and 

the whole experience unexpectedly fulfilling and memorable. It‟s not something one 

would want too often, perhaps, but it is certainly worth doing again, and we look 

forward with confidence to the establishment of a tradition, and the next session at St 

Faith‟s.  

    

 

   

Administering the Parishes  
 

 

Three years ago, in June 2007, a new post of “Parish Administrator” was created to 

serve the United Benefice and Liz Mooney was appointed.  We were very fortunate – 

and grateful – to receive a subsidy, on a sliding scale, from the Diocese for the post 

over three years. 

 

Father Neil had been appointed as Diocesan Adviser on Liturgy and Worship and it 

was recognised that, as he would be spending some time on Diocesan duties, some 

back-up administrative support would be needed in both parishes.    It should be noted 

that Fr Neil receives administrative support from the Diocese for his advisory work. 

 

Both S. Faith‟s and S. Mary‟s are very blessed in having many people who freely give 

their time and talents (and resources!) in the service of the church in so many different 

and varied ways.  With the appointment of the new Administrator, some people were 

glad to have an opportunity to step back but, for the others, there was a delicate balance 

to be struck between the new post and the work of the volunteers. 

 

Over the past three years, a considerable amount of work has been achieved by the 

Administrator, including: 

 

 The establishment of an effective central filing system and parish database 

(which is regularly updated); 

 The preparation of the annual Diary of Events and arranging the Saturday 

Recitals at S. Faith‟s, including the preparation of the weekly programmes; 

 Regular communication with press and media outlets, including press releases 

to the Crosby Herald, Radio Merseyside and the Diocesan Bulletin; 

 The production of publicity leaflets, letters and fliers for events, both church 

and social; 

 The preparation of  S. Mary‟s bi-monthly magazine; 
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 The sourcing of external funding for events and improvements (e.g. Holiday 

Club subsidies and the notice board at S. Mary‟s); 

 Assisting with event planning and diary management for Fr Neil. 

 

At the beginning of 2009, there were dark financial clouds gathering and so a 

“Sustainability Group” was established on a “task and finish” basis to assess the costs 

and viability of the two parishes in the Benefice.  It soon became clear that, as well as 

raising income, costs must be reduced.  At the Joint PCCs Away-Day in May 2010, the 

decision was taken not to renew the contract of the Parish Administrator when it 

expired in June but members recognised the need for a paid post for office support and 

to assist with the development of the parishes.  Liz Mooney has now left and we thank 

her warmly for all that she achieved. 

 

Accordingly, approval was given for the creation of a new post, on fewer hours and at a 

lower rate of pay, to focus on office management and taking forward the parishes‟ 

plans for growth and outreach.  Advertisements were placed in the local newspapers 

and in the Diocesan Bulletin for a “Parish Office Manager” and, by the closing date of 

4 June, 24 applications had been received.  Interviews are to be held shortly and an 

announcement on the appointment will be made as soon as possible. 

 

This is an exciting time for the United Benefice.  The decision to appoint a new person 

was a brave one in the current economic climate but members of both PCCs felt that it 

was the right move to take the parishes forward to grow and to prosper. 

 

David Jones 
Treasurer 

 

 

 

100+ Club Winners June 
 

1 102 Irene Salisbury 

2 9 Irene Taylor 

3 118 Fred Mackert 

4 37 Joe Hedgecock 

 

 

 

Thought for Today 
 

It was the last wish of the Icelandic economy that its ashes be scattered across Europe 

 

12 



Hymn to the Holy Spirit 

Hildegard of Bingen (1098-1179) 

 
Oh fiery Spirit, praise to you 

who stirs us with cymbals, 

soothes us with the lute! 

From you the minds of men catch fire; you know 

how to set up the body‟s 

tent, to house the soul. 

 

From both, the Will ascends: lends the Soul 

sapience, to taste the world; 

desires, to light it. 

Our understandings make 

music with you, set up the Spirit‟s workshop 

distilling golden deeds. 

 

The secateurs are in your hand to cut 

that apple - full of the black Parasite 

who clouds our wills, and poisons 

our longings; sets our souls in a flap 

wheeling and screaming round, nowhere to settle - 

till the mind, restored, restrains those wills and those desires. 

 

If our spirit is tempted to look through that evil eye - or talk 

with that „wicked‟ tongue - you throw it back on the fire; 

If our reason is down on the boards, knocked cold 

by our own bad deeds, you pound it up even smaller 

and brew it up afresh - like a new Creation. 

 

If evil draws a knife or gun on you, you‟re faster: down he goes again 

who made Heaven itself a penthouse for his pride. 

 

You‟ve made another tower to stand in Heaven 

from publicans and sinners - those who daren‟t 

look up, who beat their breasts. 

 

So every creature that takes life from you 

praises you - precious ointment 

who turns stinking wounds to precious jewels. 

 

Descend to us; gather us to yourself; 

Show us the paths of life. Amen. 
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Frances Luft, RIP 
 

We are sorry to have to record the death, on June 6th last, of Frances Luft. Her funeral 

is being held on Monday, June 21st, and a tribute and appreciation will be published in 

next month‟s magazine.  

 

 

Music Report 
 

The text of the report made by our Director of Music to the  

Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

 
This report will cover the eighteen months I have been in the post of Director of Music 

as I did not write one last year. 

 

The primary aims have been to integrate fully the music of both churches to serve the 

liturgy, using the resources available. Music is present to provide a service the liturgy, 

and not to use the liturgy as a platform for performance.  

 

Choir 

 

The choir at St. Mary‟s consists of a small band of faithful singers who turn up weekly 

and lead the hymn singing. They are unable to make any further commitment to 

singing at St. Mary‟s so it has not been possible for any development to take place. 

Occasionally, they are invited to join the choir at St. Faith's for big events.  

 

The choir at St. Faith‟s is one of the last remaining four part choirs in the diocese and 

consists of five sopranos, four altos, one tenor and two basses. Their role has been 

slowly moving away from only singing a motet each week to becoming an integral part 

of the liturgy. 

  

As well as singing weekly at St. Faith's, they have also taken on bigger challenges such 

as Bach Cantata no.10 with orchestra and Grab Musik by Mozart, these (musical) 

successes are due in no small part to the talented singers who form the choir. Many 

members of the choir find the time commitments quite demanding and relieving the 

choir of duty on one Sunday per month has gone a long way to ease the burden. This 

has given an opportunity to explore the use of other types of music in the liturgy when 

the choir are absent.  

 

I am very concerned for the future of the choir, and hope that the PCC will consider 

taking positive action within the next couple of years. This will not be easy, or come 

free of charge but I firmly believe the future lies in investing in the younger generation, 

recruiting youngsters from schools and running a scheme such as providing them with 
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free music tuition in exchange for their services on a Sunday. This is an issue that 

requires thought now before it is too late. Occasionally the choir cannot sing the 

rehearsed repertoire if one or two key singers are unable to attend.  

 

A singing evening was held last year in a bid to recruit for the choir, although the 

evening was enjoyable, no new recruits were forthcoming. Two people from outside 

expressed a wish to join the choir St. Faith‟s but both left after a short time. Those from 

Crosby and surrounding areas wishing to sing or perform have much choice with many 

amateur groups operating such as such as the Capriol Singers and Una Voce. 

Unfortunately, singing in St. Faith‟s has rather less appeal than any of those groups.  

 

Cantors   

 

Both churches make good use of cantors. St Mary‟s rely on the services of Peter 

Connolly ,who sings the responsorial psalms and gospel acclamations weekly. We are 

very grateful for his hard work.  

 

At St Faith‟s, the use of cantors has been introduced recently, and differs from St. 

Mary‟s as the cantor sings from the lectern, which is the correct place for the word of 

God to be proclaimed.  

 

Previously at St Faith‟s, the choir had sung the responsorial psalm from the stalls, 

hearkening back to the days when they sung a psalm using Anglican chant weekly. The 

situation was far from satisfactory as the words and music were not reaching the 

congregation clearly, so now they are sung as they are designed, to be sung from the 

lectern using the microphone. The cantor also sings the gospel acclamations and any of 

the ordinary of the mass that requires it.   

 

The Ordinary of the Mass 

 

The status quo at St. Mary‟s is the Patrick Appleford setting. This serves its purpose 

well but it may be time for a change 

 

St Faith‟s use a variety of settings, Mirfield being the mainstay. Other settings are in 

piecemeal form such as the Gathering Mass which consists of the Sanctus, Benedictus 

and Memorial Acclamation only.  Allcoat is unpopular with the congregation and 

hasn‟t been used for a while. 

 

My plans for the future are to slowly increase the number of choral settings and to sing 

a choral Agnus Dei each week, whilst maintaining the congregational settings which 

are well known. John Rutter composed a setting of Communion Service in 1972 which 

is really quite good and I plan to introduce this at St. Mary‟s as an alternative to 

Appleford and later at St. Faith‟s if it works well. On big occasions such as the 

Patronal Festival and the Easter Vigil, the choir will sing the entire mass to a choral 

setting.  
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One of the most frequent criticisms faced at St. Faith‟s when the choir takes more of an 

active role is:  “The congregation won‟t be able to join in”. I would put forward that 

the congregation can join in by listening, and using the time for reflection or how they 

see fit. Incidentally no-one from the congregation has complained about not being able 

to take part, perhaps the rest is appreciated.  

 

Hymnody 

 

Hymns are chosen that have good music and texts, and are relevant to the liturgy of the 

day. Occasionally new hymns and tunes are introduced to the congregation, this can be 

a painful process so wherever possible, a congregational rehearsal will take place 

before a service in which new material is to be sung.  

 

Psalmody 

 

Psalms usually responsorial, but occasionally a flamboyant responsorial psalm is sung. 

 

Motets 

 

Motets are sung during communion time and often contain meaningful texts by 

theologians and saints that would not otherwise come to people's attention. We are 

lucky that St. Faith‟s is broad-minded enough to allow music to be sung in other 

languages such as French, German, Latin and Greek. Wherever possible, a translation 

is provided in the service paper.  

 

Instruments 

 

The organ at St. Mary‟s was built in 1895 by Norman & Beard of Norwich, and rebuilt 

by Henry Willis IV in the 1960s. The organ is of robust construction and for the most 

part, works well. During the last rebuild, the action to the pedal pipes was renewed 

from pneumatic tubing, to direct electric action. This has started to decay, and a few 

notes are now unplayable, and occasionally, notes get stuck on. The organ builder is 

concerned about this and will be producing a report and estimate for renewal of the 

pedal action. Many of the tonal alterations executed in the 1960s are not a success and 

it would be good if these could be reversed, perhaps using second hand pipework, but 

this is not essential.  

 

The organ at St. Faith‟s was built in 1900 by J W Walker of London and was enlarged 

in 1988 by David Wells of Liverpool. The situation at St. Faith‟s is a lot simpler, the 

organ works well and could just do with enlarging when funds permit. The blower 

ceased to work during the summer of 2009, with the blowing company claiming it was 

not repairable. Luckily it was repaired by two members of the congregation and seems 

to be holding out well. The blowing company have been sacked. If any alterations are 

to be made to the organ, a new blower will be necessary as at present it struggles to 

cope with the demand placed upon it. Donations were received for a new blower and 

these have been kept aside for that purpose.  

16 



The bell at St. Faith‟s was cast by John Taylor & Co. of Loughborough in 1899, 

weighs about 7cwt and strikes the note Bb. It is tuned on the 5-tone true harmonic 

system, which the Taylor foundry discovered in 1897. Three years earlier and the St. 

Faith‟s bell would have sounded like an old bucket.  

 

Some minor repairs are desirable to the bell but not essential at present. One major 

cause for concern is the pigeon infestation in the tower. As well as being a health 

hazard to humans, pigeon guano is highly corrosive and seriously harms wood and 

metal. I suggest this is sorted out as a matter of urgency.  

 

St. Mary‟s use a recording to summon the faithful to church, but astute members of the 

congregation may have noticed a large brass plaque in the Nave by the South Transept 

stating “This peal of bells was placed in the tower....” 

 

Further investigations found that in 1914, a set of tubular bells were installed in the 

tower by Harrington and Co., Coventry, the old bell was given to a church in Wigan. 

Many times I have looked at the nave roof trying to find rope holes but there is 

nothing. Members of the congregation speak of a single bell being rung from behind 

the choir door. They must have been rung from somewhere as there are references in 

the parish magazines from the period of the congregation complaining that one of the 

bells was out of tune and of the „knocking‟ sound heard inside the church when the 

bells were rung.  

 

I believe the bells are still in position so when the weather is better, a friend and I plan 

to ascend the tower with specialist equipment to find out and report back.  

          
Sam Austin 
 
 

 
All our Yesterdays 
 

A reprint of an article printing a distillation of the editor’s gleanings from 

the parish magazines of St Faith’s during its early years, and the 

incumbency of its first vicar. 
 

Last month we broke off our trawl through St Faith‟s magazines with Mr Baxter urging 

people to buy firewood to rescue women from the slavery of strong drink. In July 1906, 

he makes an impassioned plea for more, and more regular, communicants. „There are 

many whose spiritual life would be made far stronger by  monthly Communion, 

carefully prepared for according to the teaching of the Prayer Book.„ Men were the 

worst offenders in this respect!  
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Doubtless it would be the women who would rejoice most fervently when, in 

December, the Vicar recorded the arrival of great quantities of donated crockery 

„which gives an air of quite reckless hospitality to the shelves of the kitchen 

cupboards.„ What is more, a Mrs Rutter has very kindly given two strong tables, which 

suggest a message to Mr Baxter: they `preach uncompromisingly the plain unvarnished 

lesson of good solid work, and the Sewing Meeting may be expected to turn out good 

stuff accordingly.„ Still in what is for him flippant mode, Mr Baxter awaits the arrival 

of a clock which will warn audiences to be punctual, and „remind speakers that brevity 

is the soul of wit; meanwhile the (newly painted parish room) walls are drying fast, and 

warn speakers and also the present writer to „dry up‟ before the patience of their 

readers be unduly tried.‟ 

  

In January 1907 „we hear  that two of the clergy in this Diocese may have to be 

prosecuted for disobedience to the Prayer Book‟. Imagine, says Mr Baxter, what would 

happen if the laity who flatly disobey the Prayer Book by failing to communicate thrice 

annually, were likewise to be prosecuted. But this serious vein is not long sustained: 

1907 was a good year for Mr Baxter‟s sense of humour. Commenting on falling 

attendances at the Literary Society, he says: „we shall come perilously near killing the 

bird that lays the golden egg. The editor writes „bird‟ advisedly, for it would be 

unpardonable ingratitude in him to compare the buyers of tickets for all these concerts 

to the particular species of bird alluded to as above in Aesop‟s Fables.„ (yes, he means 

goose!)  

 

In March 1907 Mr Baxter explains and defends the taking of Communion on Good 

Friday. He has also at last found a possible Curate for St Faith‟s, and writes at length 

on the need to find the means to pay the latter‟s stipend. „We must appeal specially to 

those who visit us from time to time on Sunday evenings; many of them are glad to 

share in the privileges which the Church offers, but do not bear their share in the 

expenses.‟ 

  

In October Mrs Baxter (was there one, or is it a misprint?) would be glad of a man to 

volunteer „to teach fencing or boxing and the use of dumbells (sic) to the members of 

the Badminton Club„. The Vicar later comments on the poor standard of Missionary 

giving at St Faith‟s, comparing us unfavourably with poorer parishes such as St Paul‟s, 

Kirkdale, who give twice as much.  

 

In January 1908 comes the first apparent mention of the Daily Offices being said at St 

Faith‟s. However, in February Mr Baxter inveighs against the deplorable track record 

of the Liverpool Diocese as a whole: nowhere, he believes, have „the Church‟s daily 

services been so sorely neglected as in Liverpool.‟ St Faith‟s is, seemingly, no 

exception: „there are many persons in this parish who could come if only they would 

take the trouble. At present, judging from the attendance, faith and devotion are at a 

very low ebb.‟ 

  

By April Mr Baxter‟s thoughts turn to Good Friday, and he asks for people not to come 
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in at the wrong time during the Three Hours‟ Devotion. „Last year the preacher and the 

congregation were seriously disturbed by people walking to or from their seats during 

the addresses.‟ Others had offended by sitting right at the back of church, causing 

thereby „an unnecessary strain on the preacher‟s voice during a long and trying 

service.‟ However, he is pleased that  „prejudiced or ignorant people‟ no longer regard 

such services with suspicion: the Bishop himself is presiding at the Cathedral Three 

Hours.  

 

Boys are, as ever, causing trouble throwing stones at the church; more seriously, at 

least in Mr Baxter‟s eyes, „novels of a very objectionable character are to be found on 

the shelves of some of our circulating libraries.‟ The Clergy, he says, will be only too 

happy to „supply any parents with the names of certain writers whose books ought not 

to be allowed in a Christian home.‟ Sadly, no actual authors or titles are named ...  

 

More happily, Mr Baxter is pleased to be able to report in the November issue the 

outcome of the recent Bishop‟ Visitation. The Bishop had given a helpful and inspiring 

address and, more importantly perhaps, „stated with regard to the ornaments in the 

chancel that there was nothing to which any objection could be made. Those who think 

that the altar lights, the altar cross, and processional cross and sanctuary lamps are all 

illegal, and symbolic of distinctively Roman Catholic doctrines, should note well and 

ponder the Bishop„s words that „no objection can be made to them.‟ It is intriguing to 

realise that such routine adornments were once the cause of such controversy.  

 

 

 

Talking Talents 
 

Chris Price 
 

In the months since we last reported on the progress of the Talents Scheme, money has 

been coming in and various folk have been busy supplying goods and services to the 

congregation and their friends. 

 

Among the activities of note, the editorial long case clock has been restored to active 

working life, various people are now enjoying the summer sitting out on custom-built 

garden benches and tables, or spreading the tasty products of the ever-active Jam 

Factory on their toast – and one customer is benefitting from a bargain teeth-whitening 

kit!  

 

As a result, and having added in the bonus of Gift Tax redemption on appropriate 

items, it is very good to be able to announce that, as at early \June, the total has 

climbed to the excellent total of £4,090. This already comfortably beats the original 

advertised target of £3,000 (and the organiser‟s private target of £4,000) and we have 
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now set the bar at £5,000. It goes without saying that our needs are as great as ever, and 

Diocesan Quotas go up inexorably rather than down, so we hope that throughout the 

summer, when the going is easy, our supporters will keep on giving their support and 

their money. 

 

The running total, and the list of what is on offer, are regularly updated on the church 

website via the front page. 

 

 

 

 

Funny You Should Say That… 
 

 

While walking down the street one day a Member of Parliament is tragically hit by a 

truck and dies. His soul arrives in heaven and is met by St. Peter at the  entrance. 

 

'Welcome to heaven,' says St. Peter. 'Before you settle in,  it seems there is a problem. 

We seldom see a high official around these parts, you see, so we're not sure what to do 

with you.' 

 

'No problem, just let me in,' says the man. 

 

'Well, I'd like to, but I  have orders from higher up. What we'll do is have you spend 

one day in hell and one in heaven. Then you can choose where to spend eternity.' 

 

'Really, I've made up my mind. I want to be in heaven,'  says the MP. 

 

'I'm sorry, but we have our rules.' 

 

And with  that, St. Peter  escorts him to the elevator and he goes down, down, down  to 

hell. The doors open and he finds himself in the middle of a green  golf course. In the 

distance is a clubhouse and standing in front of it  are all his friends and other 

politicians who had worked with  him. 

 

Everyone is very happy and in evening dress. They run to greet him, shake his hand, 

and reminisce about the good times they had  while getting rich at the expense of the 

people. 

 

They play a  friendly game of golf and then dine on lobster, caviar and  champagne. 

 

Also present is the devil, who really is a very friendly & nice guy who has a good time 

dancing and telling jokes. They are having such a good time that before he realizes it, it 

is time to go. Everyone gives him a hearty farewell and waves while the elevator 

rises.... 
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The elevator goes up, up, up and the door reopens on heaven where St. Peter is waiting 

for him. 

 

'Now it's time  to visit heaven.' 

 

So, 24 hours pass with the MP joining a group  of contented souls moving from cloud 

to cloud, playing the harp and singing. They have a good time and, before he realizes 

it, the 24 hours have gone by  and St. Peter returns. 

 

'Well, then, you've spent a day in hell and  another in heaven.Now choose your 

eternity.' 

 

The MP reflects for a minute, then he answers: 'Well, I would never have said it  

before, I mean heaven has been delightful, but  I think I would be better off  in hell.' 

 

So St. Peter escorts him to the elevator and he goes down,  down, down to hell. 

 

Now the doors of  the elevator open and he's in the middle of a barren land covered 

with  waste and garbage. 

 

He sees all his friends, dressed in rags, picking up the trash and putting it in black bags 

as more trash falls from above. 

 

The devil comes over to him and puts his arm around his shoulder. 'I don't understand,' 

stammers the MP. 'Yesterday I was here and there was a golf course and clubhouse, 

and we ate lobster and caviar, drank champagne, and danced and had a great time. Now 

there's just a wasteland full of garbage and my friends look miserable.  

 

What happened?' 

 

The devil looks at him, smiles and says, 'Yesterday we were campaigning... today you 

voted. 

 

 
 

Fotographic Footnote 
 

 

„Hard copy‟ readers received an apology at this point for the lack of photos this month 

(apart from the cover, which shows the United Benefice Eucharistic Ministers 

receiving a blessing at the Corpus Christi High Mass). They were invited to read the 

online version and to enjoy the photographs exclusively reproduced at the end.  
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The Capriol Singers would like your Musical Memories 

 

The Crosby Capriol Singers’ 50th Anniversary Celebration Concert will be at 

Blundellsands United Reformed Church Hall, Warren Road, Blundellsands on 

Saturday 3
rd

 July at 7pm (yes, 7 pm due to the celebration party after the concert. 

Please ring the secretary on 924-2007 or inform a choir member if you would like to 

attend this party).  

 

This concert will feature a wide range of favourite light-hearted music from the last 50 

years of performances, including compositions by all our Musical Directors. These will 

be performed in an informal bistro style setting and the audience will be invited to 

enjoy the concert with a glass of wine. Tickets are £8 (concessions £7, accompanied 

under 19s, free) including refreshments, and are available in advance from choir 

members, Pritchards Books or from the secretary. 

 

We will display memorabilia from the first 50 years of our choir at this concert. If you 

have anything regarding the choir‟s history which you think may be of interest, we 

would love to see it. 

 

 

The Saturday Concerts 
 

Nearer home, the schedule for the St Faith‟s Sumer Saturday recitals in the next few 

weeks is: 
 

June 26th Liverpool Youth Ensemble (strings and woodwind) 

July 3rd  Kari Dodson (clarinet) and Sam Austin (piano) 

July 10th The Sefton Soloists 

July 17th The Liverpool Festival Chorus and Colin Porter  

July 24th Melanie Harvey (violin) and Neil Kelley (piano) 

July 31st  Ian Dunning (baritone) 
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The Parish Directory 

and Church Organisations 
 

 

 

VICAR  
Fr. Neil Kelley, The Vicarage, Milton Road, Waterloo. L22 4RE 

928 3342; fax 920 2901 

ASSISTANT PRIESTS 

Revd Denise McDougall, 27 Mayfair Avenue, Crosby. L23 2TL. 924 8770 

Canon Peter Goodrich, 16 Hillside Avenue, Ormskirk, L39 5TD. 01695 573285 

Fr. Dennis Smith, 16 Fir Road, Waterloo. L22 4QL. 928 5065 

READERS 

Dr Fred Nye, 23 Bonnington Avenue, Crosby. L23 7YJ. 924 2813 

Mrs Jacqueline Parry, 21 Grosvenor Avenue, Crosby. L23 0SB. 928 0726 

Mrs Cynthia Johnson, 30 Willow House, Maple Close, Seaforth, L21 4LY. 286 8155 

CHURCH WARDENS 

Mrs Margaret Houghton, 16 Grosvenor Avenue, Crosby. L23 0SB. 928 0548 

Mrs Maureen Madden, 37 Abbotsford Gardens, Crosby. L23 3AP. 924 2154 

DEPUTY CHURCH WARDENS  

Mrs Christine Spence, 52 Molyneux Road, Waterloo. L22 4QZ. 284 9325 

Mrs Rosie Walker, 17 Mayfair Avenue, Crosby. L23 3TL. 924 6267 

TREASURER 

Mr David Jones, 65 Dunbar Road, Birkdale, Southport PR8 4RJ. 01704 567782 

PCC SECRETARY 

Mrs Lillie Wilmot, Flat 7, 3 Bramhall Road, Waterloo. L22 3XA. 920 5563 

GIFT AID SECRETARY 

Mr Rick Walker, 17 Mayfair Avenue, Crosby. L23 3TL. 924 6267 

TUESDAY OFFICE HOUR: 6.30 – 7.30 pm (wedding and banns bookings) 

Mrs Lynda Dixon, c/o the Vicarage. 928 7330 

BAPTISM BOOKINGS 

Mrs Joyce Green, 14 Winchester Avenue, Waterloo, L22 2AT. 931 4240 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

Mr Sam Austin, 42 Arch View Crescent, Liverpool, L1 7BA. 07921 840616.  

email samOaustin@googlemail.com 

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

Mr Stephen Hargreaves, 86 Molyneux Road, Waterloo. L22 4QZ. 07939 119220 

SACRISTAN 

Mrs Judith Moizer, 1 Valley Close, Crosby. L23 9TL. 931 5587 

ASSISTANT SACRISTAN 

Mr Leo Appleton, Flat 6, 45 Crosby Rd N, Seaforth. L21 1EN. 07969 513087 

SENIOR SERVER 

Ms Emily Skinner,1 Valley Close, Crosby. L23 9TL. 931  

 



CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

Sunday 11.00 am in the Church Hall. Angie Price 924 1938 

CHILD PROTECTION OFFICER 

Mrs Linda Nye, 23 Bonnington Avenue, Crosby. L23 7YJ. 924 2813 

CHURCH CENTRE 

1, Warren Court, Warren Road, Blundellsands 

CUB SCOUTS 

Tuesday 6.30 - 7.45 pm. Adam Jones 07841 125589 

Thursday 6.30 - 7.45 pm. Mike Carr 293 3416 

SCOUTS 

Tuesday 8.00 - 9.30 pm. George McInnes 924 3624 

RAINBOWS 

Monday 4.45 - 5.45 pm. Geraldine Forshaw 928 5204 

BROWNIE GUIDES 

Monday 6.00 - 7.30 pm. Sue Walsh 920 0318;  Mary McFadyen 284 0104 

CHOIR PRACTICE 

Friday 7.15 pm - 8.30 pm. Sam Austin 07921 840616 

MAGAZINE EDITOR  

and WEBSITE MANAGER 

Chris Price, 17 Queens Road, Crosby. L23 5TP. 924 1938 

 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

The August 2010 ‘Newslink’ will be distributed on or before Sunday, July 18th.   

Copy by Sunday, July 4th, please -  but all contributions are welcome at any time.  

 

Church website: http://www.stfaithsgreatcrosby.org.uk 

email cdavidprice@gmail.com 
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Picture Gallery: June 2010 

 

 

 
After the Corpus Christi High Mass (cover picture) the clergy pose in the porch  

 
At the Liturgy and Lunch service (report on page 10) tables discuss the questions 

raised by the Gospel reading  



  
Fr Neil and Archdeacon Ricky Panter distribute the elements at the eucharist 

(these two photos by Joy Roderick) 

 

Church Going… Ireland 
Pictures to accompany the article on page 8 

 
A dramatic wayside shrine at the summit of the tortuous Healy Pass road 



 
The island shrine at Gougane Barra, birthplace of St Fin Barre 

 

 
Stations of the cross and memorials at the shrine 

 

 



 
Instructions to pilgrims at the entrance to the shrine 

 

 
The interior of Our Lady of the Valley church, near Killarney 

 

 

 



 
Some of the striking stained glass in the church 

 

 
Moving words at the candle stand in the church 



 

 
St Fin Barre‟s Church of Ireland (Anglican) Cathedral, Cork 



 
William Burges‟ fine chancel and sanctuary design, St Fin Barre‟s Cathedral 



 
The lofty R.C. Cathedral towering above the port of Cobh, near Cork. 

The statuary is of St Brendan the Navigator  

 



 
 

Interior details of the Cobh cathedral: ornate in a very different style 

 
Photos: Chris Price 


