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AAss  ppuubblliisshheedd  iinn  oouurr  ppaarriisshh  

mmaaggaazziinnee,,  ‘‘NNeewwsslliinnkk’’,,  iinn  tthhee  

FFeebbrruuaarryy  22001155  eeddiittiioonn..  

  

  

  

TThheerree  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  mmaannyy  mmiilleessttoonneess  iinn  oouurr  cchhuurrcchh’’ss  ssttoorryy,,  bbuutt  pprroobbaabbllyy  nnoonnee  

mmoorree  ssiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  tthhaann  tthhee  ccoommiinngg  ooff  FFrr  CChhaarrlleess  BBiilllliinnggttoonn  aass  vviiccaarr  iinn  11996666..    HHiiss  

ttiimmee  wwiitthh  uuss  ssaaww  mmaannyy  cchhaannggeess  aanndd  ddeevveellooppmmeennttss,,  mmuucchh  ccoonnttrroovveerrssyy  aanndd  

mmoorree  tthhaann  aa  lliittttllee  ffuunn..  SSiinnccee  hhiiss  rreecceenntt  ddeeaatthh,,  mmaannyy  ttaalleess  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ttoolldd  aanndd  

aanneeccddootteess  eennllaarrggeedd  uuppoonn..    

  

TThhee  eeddiittoorr  iiss  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  ssuurrvviivvoorrss  ffrroomm  tthhoossee  hheeaaddyy  ddaayyss  aanndd,,  lliikkee  hhiiss  

ccoonntteemmppoorraarriieess,,  wwiillll  nneevveerr  ffoorrggeett  CChhaarrlleess..  HHiiss  ffuunneerraall  aatt  LLllaannssaannnnaann  wwaass  

aatttteennddeedd  bbyy  aa  ccoonnttiinnggeenntt  ooff  tthhee  MMeenn’’ss  GGrroouupp..  TThheerree  tthheeyy  hheeaarrdd  FFrr  DDeennnniiss’’ss  

ttrriibbuuttee  ttoo  aa  rreemmaarrkkaabbllee  pprriieesstt,,  wwhhoo  wwiitthhoouutt  ddoouubbtt  sshhaappeedd  tthhee  cchhuurrcchh  wwee  

kknnooww  aanndd  lloovvee  ttooddaayy..  RReesstt  iinn  ppeeaaccee,,  CChhaarrlleess..  

  

  

 
 

 

Born on the Wirral on St Matthew’s Day, 21st September, 1930, Charles went 

to Birkenhead School before doing two years National Service and then 

reading for general arts degree at the University of Leeds. As an 

undergraduate he lived at the Community of the Resurrection’s Hostel in 

Leeds and then  spent two years preparing for Ordination at the College of the 

Resurrection in Mirfield. 

 

In 1955 he was made Deacon and went to Holy Trinity, Carlisle, to serve his 

title. Priested the following year, he remained in Carlisle until 1959 when, 



wanting to test his vocation to the Religious Life, he returned to the 

Community of the Resurrection and spent two years in the novitiate before 

taking First Vows. During his five years at Mirfield he undertook the usual 

tasks and responsibilities of C.R. brethren – going out to parishes on Missions, 

leading Retreats, preaching Holy Weeks and giving spiritual direction. Life 

Profession of C.R. wasn’t to be, and Charles left the Community in 1964 for a 

three month curacy spell at his childhood parish of St. Paul’s, Tranmere, 

where, whilst under the mentorship of Fr. Richard Daintith, he met Heather, 

was married and at the invitation of the Bishop of Hulme took up the 

challenging and difficult appointment of St. Aidan’s, Bradford, Manchester – 

a tough down town parish. 

 

Two years later, St. Faith’s having been in interregnum since Fr Hassall’s 

retirement in November, 1965, Charles accepted the invitation of Laurence 

Brown, Bishop of Warrington,  to come  to  St Faith’s  as Vicar.  In  July 1966  

he  was  inducted  to the living and those of us here at the time were privileged 

both to witness and to participate in what was a total transformation of the 

church’s life and fortunes. With characteristic jollity and infectious 

enthusiasm Charles regenerated and revitalised a moribund St. Faith’s into a 

lively exciting and inspirational place to worship God and experience the 

warmth, encouragement and support of the Christian family. Looking back 

now, some forty five or more years on, the six years of Charles’ incumbency 

were, for some of us, amongst the happiest and most memorable experienced 

at St. Faith’s and it was  indeed a blessing that in our hour of need God gave 

us a priest of such spiritual depth and vision. 

 

Owing to their young son Chad’s asthmatic condition, at the advice of doctors, 

Charles and Heather left Crosby in April 1972 for a new life in the Diocese of 

St. Albans, Hertfordshire – the country parishes of Harrold and Carlton. Eight 

happy years there were followed by a short one year interval at Yeovil Marsh 

in Somerset, before Charles took up an appointment as Chaplain to Leybourne 

Grange Hospital in Kent. For four years, during which time Heather was a 

secretary at Sevenoaks School, Charles carried out pastoral work with the staff 

and patients of this hospital for the mentally afflicted. I twice stayed with 

Charles and the family in Kent and will not forget the unique and moving 

experience of Sunday eucharistic worship in the Hospital chapel. 

 

In 1985 Charles moved north to Todmorden on the Lancashire, Yorkshire 

border, and became the first priest to be inducted by the newly appointed 

Bishop of Wakefield, David Hope. A coach party of supporters from St 

Faith’s attended the mid week evening Induction, but within three years 

Charles was off again – this time to North Wales – to four village churches, 



including Llansannan, the place of Heather’s war time evacuation. Nine years 

of rural, pastoral ministry brought Charles to the age of sixty seven and to 

retirement. 

 

Involvement in local politics followed and in 2002 several members of St. 

Faith’s Men’s Group, to whom Charles had been Chaplain for a number of 

years, travelled to Abergele to share in the Mayor making ceremony and 

festivities of the priest turned politician! 

 

In 2006 at the kind invitation of Fr. Neil Kelley, supported by fellow priests, 

friends, relatives and former parishioners, Charles returned to St. Faith’s to 

celebrate his Golden Jubilee of Priesthood. A memorable Solemn Mass, at 

which I was delighted and honoured to preach, was followed by a sumptuous 

buffet in the parish hall and a good time was had by all. 

 

Over what was a long and varied ministry Charles took a keen interest in 

Charismatic Renewal. Annual conferences, held at High Leigh, Walsingham 

and Ditchingham, he participated in with great enthusiasm and commitment. 

His entertaining disco night organisation on these occasions became both 

popular and legendary. 

 

Soon after her eightieth birthday a severe stroke necessitated Heather’s 

departure from their bungalow in Abergele to a country Nursing Home some 

miles away. Charles visited her regularly and I saw her a few weeks before she 

died, in January 2013. Charles’ diabetic condition resulted in the amputation 

of two toes and a close encounter with death. To the delight and amazement of 

those of us who had seen him so seriously ill, Charles rallied, returned home 

from hospital and lived for a further two years before more diabetic related 

blood problems brought his tenure of life to an end on December 20th, 2014. 

 

When Michael Ramsey was enthroned as Archbishop of Canterbury he 

preached on the text: “There went forth a band of men, whose hearts God had 

touched” (1 Sam:10 v 26). Charles was certainly one such. We give thanks to 

God for all that Charles gave to the Church he served so faithfully and 

energetically as an Anglican priest; for his enormous sense of mirth and the 

love and warmth of his friendship which so many of us were privileged to 

share and enjoy. May our very dear brother in Christ enter into the joy of his 

Lord and experience the fullness of the wonder, praise, love and laughter of 

Heaven.   
 

Fr Dennis 


