
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Parish Church of Saint Faith,  
Great Crosby 

 

ANNUAL  

PAROCHIAL  

CHURCH MEETING  
 

(A.P.C.M.) 
 

Thursday, 28
th

 April, 2011  



AGENDA 
 
 
 
 

 Vestry Meeting 

 
1. Election of two Churchwardens 

 
 

 Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

 
1. Apologies for absence 
2. Notification of any other business 
3. Minutes of the previous APCM, 22nd April 2010 
4. Reports 
 

 The Electoral Roll 
 The PCC 
 The Financial Statements of the PCC 
 The Church Fabric 
 The Deanery Synod 
 Church Organisations and Groups 

5. Elections and appointments 
 

 Deputy Churchwardens 
 Four members of the PCC (to serve three years) 
 Four members of the PCC (to serve two years) 
 3 members of the Deanery Synod (to serve three years) 
 Sidespeople 
 Independent Examiner 
 Committees of the PCC: 

 Catering Team 

 Finance 

 Premises 

 Hall 

 Mission Group 
6. Chairman‟s Remarks 
7. Any Other Business (as previously notified) 
8. Closing Prayers 
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ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 2010 
 
 

Minutes of the meeting held in Saint Faith’s Church on 22nd April, 2010, 
following the 7.30pm Eucharist. 
 
VESTRY MEETING 
 
1. Election of Two Churchwardens:  Nominations had been received for Maureen Madden, proposed 
by Chris Price, seconded by Joan Tudhope, and for Margaret Houghton, proposed by David Jones, seconded by 
Rick Walker.  In the absence of any other nominations, Maureen Madden and Margaret Houghton were duly 
elected. 
 
ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 
 
The meeting opened with a welcome to the 36 parishioners present. 
 

1. Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf Shelagh Mulholland, Fred Mackert, Liz Mackert, 
Muriel Harrison, Audrey Dawson, Mary Crooke, Sam Austin, Suzanne Pierce, Judith Moizer. 

2. Notification of Any Other Business:  None. 

3. Minutes of the previous APCM:  The minutes of the previous APCM held on 23
rd

 April 2009.  Chris 
Price proposed, Angie Price seconded, that the Minutes be received as a correct record of the meeting.  This was 
unanimously approved by those present. 

4. Reports 

Electoral Roll – It was reported that there were currently 108 names on the Electoral Roll, with one name added 
and four removed during the past year.  Rick Walker proposed, Linda Nye seconded, that this report be received.  
All those present agreed. 

PCC  - the report as set out in the Annual Report was taken as read. It was proposed by Margaret Houghton, 
seconded by Irene Taylor that the report be accepted, which was agreed unanimously by those present. 

Financial Statements of the PCC – David Jones, Treasurer, spoke to the Financial Statements, which were 
reported in the Annual Report.  He said it was encouraging that there had been 4.5% increase in planned giving.  
He added that parish costs had gone down.  He clarified the costs shown in the Report were gross figures.  He said 
a lot of work had been carried out on the church and hall over the past three years to the tune of some £130,000.   

He explained that an online donation system had been set up on the church website to enable those who wished to 
donate money to the church electronically to do so. 

St. Faith‟s, he said was now registered with the Charity Commission as a charity in its own right, which meant that 
the Annual Report not only had to be lodged with the Diocese but with the Charity Commission. 

There were though some outstanding matters.  The sub-station problem remains unresolved, and efforts are being 
made to bring this matter to a successful conclusion.  British Gas, he had discovered, did not have a record of a 
gas supply to the premises. However their records had now been brought up to date and a new contract had been 
issued. 
 
S. Mary‟s share of costs to S. Faith‟s had been put on a regular footing, in that S. Mary‟s make a set payment on a 
monthly basis to S. Faith‟s, and are invoiced for any outstanding monies. 
 
He went on to mention the „scam‟ that had occurred earlier in the year when over £3,000 had been fraudulently 
taken out of the church‟s bank account.  Fortunately he had discovered this quickly and the bank reimbursed all 
monies immediately. 

The Treasurer thanked the many individuals who had supported the financial administration of the church in any 
way, the Finance Committee; Ruth Winder and Corinne Hedgecock and others who with their fundraising efforts 
had enabled the toilets in the church hall to be refurbished .  The Christmas Tree Festival and the Talent Scheme 
were just two events which had been hugely successful in raising funds during the past 12 months, and the 
Saturday Lunchtime Recitals continued to be popular. 
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He also thanked the Independent Examiner for his work on the accounts, and Fr. Neil for his encouragement and 
support. 

Margaret Houghton extended a vote of thanks to David Jones for his untiring commitment to all the work he had 
undertaken.The report was accepted unanimously having been proposed by Margaret Davies, seconded by Denis 
Griffiths. 
 

Church Fabric – In the absence of Kari Dodson, Chair of the Premises Committee, Fr. Neil spoke to this report.  
He mentioned the new toilets in the Hall and thanked those who had raised money to enable this work to be 
completed.  He thanked Rick Walker and Denis Griffiths who had saved the church  money by repairing the organ 
blower.  Thanks were extended too to Mike Broom and Ken Bramwell who work very hard in helping to keep the 
church fabric in good order.  Fr. Neil also spoke of the work that had been carried out by the Diocese on the 
Vicarage in the way of new double glazing and a new CCTV system. 

The priorities for the coming year, he said, were the removal of the old organ blower in the organ loft, dealing the 
damp in the church hall and the quinquennial inspection.  Fred Nye proposed, Kathleen Zimak seconded that the 
report be accepted.  This was agreed unanimously. 

Deanery Synod – The Deanery Synod Report was taken as read.  David Jones proposed, seconded by Rick 
Walker that this report be received.  It was agreed unanimously. 

Church Organisations and Groups – Those present were given time to read the reports from the various groups, 
no points were raised.  Fr. Neil thanked those who had written the reports, and everyone who had worked hard in 
those organisations.   

 
5. Elections and Appointments 
 
Election of Two Deputy Churchwardens:  Nominations had been received for Christine Spence, proposed by 
Chris Price, seconded by Eunice Little, and for Rosie Walker, proposed by Joan Utley,  seconded by Muriel 
Harrison.  In the absence of any other nominations, Christine Spence and Rosie Walker were duly elected. 

Election of Members for the PCC:  There being no nominations for PCC membership it was agreed to wait and 
co-opt people onto the PCC at a later date. 

Election of Sidespersons:  Fr. Neil thanked all who had served in the past year for their service.  He said being a 
sidesperson was an important role and that the sidespeople represented the Bishop within the church.  The current 
list with the addition of Corinne Hedgecock, was approved. 

Appointment of Independent Examiner:  Fr. Neil thanked the Independent Examiner, Ray Bissex, who was 
present at the meeting.  He expressed his willingness to be re-appointed.  This was proposed by Fred Nye, 
seconded by Rick Walker and approved unanimously. 

Election of people to serve on committees:  
 
Catering Team:  Fr. Neil Kelley (Incumbent ex-officio) Ruth Winder, Rosie Walker, Linda Nye, Angie Price, Eunice 
Little, Irene Taylor, Lillie Wilmot, Christine Spence, Judith Moizer, Fiona Whalley, Mary Crooke, Audrey Dawson, 
Marie Griffiths. 
 
Finance:  Fr Neil Kelley (Incumbent – ex officio) David Jones, Margaret Houghton, Chris Price, Peter Garner, 
Gareth Griffiths, Rick Walker, Maureen Madden. 
 
Premises Committee: Fr Neil Kelley (Incumbent – ex officio),  Ken Bramwell, Ruth Winder, Christine Spence, 
Mike Broom, David Jones, Mike Carr. 
 
Hall Committee 
Fr Neil Kelley (Incumbent – ex officio), Corinne Hedgecock, Ruth Winder, Christine Spence, Rosie Walker, 
Maureen Madden, Margaret Houghton, Irene Taylor, Judith Moizer, Eunice Little, Helen Kibbey.  
 
Churchwarden’s Remarks 
Maureen Madden spoke about her first year as Churchwarden  She talked about the Events Committee which had 
met to discuss the feasibility of launching new fundraising projects which would not only generate income but fulfill 
the aims of Mission and Outreach. Various ideas came from this meeting including the very successful Christmas 
Tree Festival, the Talent Scheme and Safari Supper.  There had too, been the successful 24 hour Sponsored 
Organ Marathon by Fr. Neil, Jumble Sales and Recitals.  She applauded the enthusiasm, hard work, good humour  
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and creativity of all those involved in bringing these events to fruition which she thought had drawn people closer 
together.  She finished by saying that the teamwork, selflessness and friendship of all involved had made her first 
year as a Churchwarden truly inspirational and enjoyable. 
 

6. Chairman’s Report to the APCM 2010 

Fr Neil started by introducing a moment of silent prayer to remember those of our church family who had passed 
away since the last APCM: Edwina Harding, Alan Turner and Joyce Woods.   

Fr. Neil thanked Kari Dodson (in her absence) who, at the Archdeacon‟s Visitation service, concludes her term of 
office as Churchwarden and welcomed Margaret Houghton who takes over from her next month.  

During the past year, the PCC appointed Judith Moizer as Sacristan and Leo Appleton as Assistant Sacristan; the 
PCC also welcomed the services of Ron Rankin as Verger.  Training sessions had been arranged for servers.  
Since the last APCM we welcomed Revd Denise as a member of the Ministry Team, just before Fr. Neil‟s 
sabbatical leave. 

We welcomed new Eucharistic Ministers – although the swine flu pandemic meant that their assistance was not 
needed for a time – and thanked those whose term of office had come to an end. Fr. Neil also offered thanks to 
everyone for their commitment and hard work in the daily life of St Faith‟s. 

The joint PCC Away Day will take place on 8
th
 May at the Seafarers‟ Centre. It is probably the most difficult away 

day we will ever have as there are some very crucial decisions to make regarding financial management and 
survival.  Action had been taken to address the Parish Share deficit and the Diocese had acknowledged the efforts 
being made.  Fr Neil reminded everyone present, as on previous occasions, that all meetings are public and open 
to everyone although only PCC members can exercise a vote.  

As a result of the MSI course during Lent last year, two new initiatives were started: a drop-in for school mums, 
which may be re-launched at some future point, but thanks were extended to those who tried; and the very 
successful initiative to support families of service personnel.  The important thing is to have the courage to give 
things a go. If not, we will never know! 

Fr Neil thanked people for all that they have done and continue to do but, as he has said more than once since he 
returned from study leave, he is very much aware and appreciative of the extra responsibilities the Ministry Team 
undertook during his four month sabbatical. 

We were very fortunate to have three Mirfield students with us during Holy Week – and five more will be joining us 
for the May Devotions so please come along to support them. 

Fr Neil emphasised the importance of the Ministry to sick and housebound. This has never been more urgent with a 
growing number of people from both churches now unable to worship in church on a Sunday. The Ministry Team is 
seeking to co-ordinate a proper rota of how this service is delivered. 

He referred to the final report of the Sustainability Group and encouraged members to take a copy home with them 
to study.  The report will be debated at the PCC Away Day.  Fr Neil drew attention to four key words from the 
quotation from Romans and commented on their significance to the issues to be addressed (underlined):  

 
“May the God who gives you a spirit of endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among yourselves 
as you follow Christ Jesus, so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.”  Romans 15:15-16 
 

Fr Neil had taken the opportunity to visit many churches during his sabbatical and saw at first hand the difficulties 
under which some priests operate in challenging areas with very limited resources.  He commented that Saint 
Faith‟s and Saint Mary‟s still remain a good place to be with people ready, willing and able to take on new tasks, 
challenges and opportunities! 

He concluded by saying, “Long may that be the case – we might feel under pressure but remember God doesn‟t 
call us to be successful, but faithful.  So with God, let‟s KEEP CALM AND CARRY ON!!” 
 

7. Any Other Business:  There was none. 

8. Close of Meeting:  The meeting closed at 9.45 pm  with prayer.   

9.  
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REPORTS FROM CHURCH ORGANISATIONS  
AND GROUPS 
 

 
 

United Benefice Over 65’s Holiday Club 
Joan Tudhope 
 
2010 saw yet another increase in numbers for this week of activities, and once again proved to be an enormous 
success.  We started the week with a visit to an Auction Showroom and was given a fascinating talk on the world of 
antiques and auctions.  We enjoyed a full day out to Barton Grange Centre followed by lunch and a canal barge 
trip. We had an afternoon out with a guided coach tour of Southport and a magnificent afternoon tea at the Ramada 
Hotel on the seafront.  We were enthralled by the magic tricks from magician John Harding, got into the groove with 
Steve from Rhythmweave, were entertained by children from Waterloo Primary School and learnt about the 
amazing variety of fuchsias from David Clark.  As ever the week was rounded off by a Cream Tea on the final 
afternoon. 

 
           

 

The Church Hall Committee 

Maureen Madden 
 
Hall Committee: Ruth Winder, Fr Neil (ex officio), Corinne Hedgecock, Margaret Houghton (warden), Eunice Little, 
Helen Kibby, Maureen Madden (warden), Judith Moizer, Christine Spence, Irene Taylor, Rosie Walker.. 
 
The  committee has met just once in the past year. At that meeting all the measures were put in place for the 
inception of the monthly table sales and for the purchase of further folding leg tables for both church and hall use. 
 
The tables sales operated smoothly for three months at the end of the year and are set to continue into the new 
year.  
It was agreed that monies arising from this venture would be ploughed back into Hall refurbishment. Future Hall 
committee meetings will oversee the general maintenance and management of the hall and related issues as and 
when necessary. 
 

 
 

Sidespersons’ Team 
Maureen Madden  
 
The team operates smoothly and efficiently thanks to the commitment of all involved. We are now able to operate a 
rota which involves six separate “teams”.   
 
During 2010 the Sidespersons‟ team lost Maurice Noakes. We are grateful for his loyal and reliable service and to 
Sally for her continued contributions to the team. Denis Griffiths has resigned. Eric and Irene Salisbury were able to 

return to the team and we hope to welcome Jackie Williams in the new year. 
 

 
 

Catering Team  
Ruth Winder 
 
Another busy year for the catering team. Apart from the usual annual events the ladies were kept extremely busy 
making all manner of goods and giving valuable time and service to extra activities throughout the year, making a 
considerable contribution to us all and the continuity of our Church. 
 
 

-22- 



Baking ,cooking and  stall keeping have netted nearly £2,000 toward hall refurbishment plans, many thanks to all 
who have contributed toward this effort. We are not far from our target now, which is quite an achievement in only 
six months. 
 
Christmas lunch came in January this year due to weather conditions being a bit grim to say the least, however, it 
was a great success and Fr Neil was back in time to join us. Thanks to Annie for arranging the music for the sing-a-
long that too went down very well. Congratulations to the team and other helpers for a lot of hard work well done. 
 
 
 

Communications 
Chris Price 
 
The writer has again been kept busy with printing the usual steady stream of liturgy sheets, notices, tickets for 
events and special service orders, as well, of course, as producing Newslink and maintaining the church website. 
Weekly sheets are produced for both our churches, although not in such large quantities as was once the case: 
falling congregations thus at least mean some saving of paper and labour.   
 
Other savings continue to be effected for a different reason as the production run for Newslink has steadily fallen as 
more readers opt for the online edition. From a one-time high of 375 copies I now print 275, and encourage readers 
both in church and on the postal lists to access the website and read the tarted-up edition to be found there. This 
often features extra material and photographs, the latter always of course in glorious Technicolor. Colour still 
features in the printed edition from time to time, thanks to occasional sponsors and the favourable printing costs 
offered by Archdeacon Ricky Panter‟s colour photocopying service. I am grateful to him and also, of course, to the 
contributors regular and occasional, who fill the magazine‟s pages. The editor continues to welcome controversy 
and criticism, even of himself, some of which has cropped up in the past year‟s issues! In return he solicits and 
prints jokes and curiosities of varying quality, controversial or otherwise. 
 
The church website continues to expand, and tries to cover every aspect of our church‟s life. I update it every day 
or two and am pleased that it is accessed some 40 or more times on most days, with a cumulative total of some 
128,000 visits since its inception. St Mary‟s has recently launched its own very welcome stand-alone distinctive 
site, relieving some of the pressure on your website manager. With the demise of the printed annual United 
Benefice diary of events, the online version, updated and amended rapidly whenever changes occur, is, together 
with the weekly bulletin, the primary resource for accurate information about everything that is going on at our two 

churches. Which is another reason to visit www.stfaithsgreatcrosby.org.uk, whether to read the latest sermon, 
see the latest pictures – or just to read through some more of those tasteless religious jokes. 
 
 

 

Churches Together in Waterloo and Seaforth  
Kathy Zimak 
 
The committee has continued its regular meetings under leadership of Mrs Ann Hogg of St Thomas‟ Church as 
chair with all the member churches being represented by at least one of their congregation. Lillie Wilmot, Kathleen 
Zimak and Jackie Parry represent St Faith‟s and Lillie is the new secretary. The meetings are held in the very 
pleasant environment of the Seafarers‟ Mission. At each meeting the representatives give news of each church, 
giving an encouraging interchurch perspective . The year‟s activities have included shared worship at the Christian 
Aid week service which was held in St John‟s church. The Advent Service was held at St Mary‟s this year the music 
being led by S. Faith‟s choir. 
 
The committee organized events for  One World Week and supported the Crosby Justice and Peace Fairtrade 
Fortnight event,. A Coffee Morning raised £290 for 'Help for Heroes‟. 
 
The usual Procession of Witness to the Civic Hall on Good Friday was well attended by most congregations despite 
the clash of activities and the United Free Church as usual welcomed us to coffee afterwards. The churches were 
again responsible for the Christian Aid house to house collections in 2010. 
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Flower Team 
Mary Crooke 
 
Another fairly routine year in the flower arranging department has gone by. As with everything else the cost of 
flowers has risen, and the two retiring Collections we had are down slightly, so „one off donations‟ are always 
welcome. Andy at World of Flowers gives us a generous discount which helps. So we continue. I hope, to decorate 
the church with pleasure and with flowers. An enormous „thank you‟ must go to the faithful band of arrangers, 
without whose invaluable help, the task would be difficult. New recruits are always welcome. 
 
 

 
Friends of St Faith’s 
David Jones 
 
The Friends of St Faith‟s continue to support the church financially through regular standing orders but it has not 
proved possible to arrange a reunion event this year as originally planned. Ideas are being considered as to how to 
engage the Friends in the future. 
 
 
 

Junior Church 
Angie Price 
 
We have a few, very few, loyal Junior Church children – on some recent Sundays it has sadly been teachers only. 
In spite of this we manage to produce some interesting versions of bible stories and the children are interested in 
learning, creating visual displays and acting to show the congregation. Parties and events are as usual better 
attended! 
 
Very many thanks to all the teachers and helpers for their hard work and enthusiasm throughout the year. 
 
 
  

Serving Team 
Judith Moizer 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank the serving team of Leo, Emily, David, Richard, Lewis, Emma, 
Paul, Gareth and Sophie for all their loyalty and commitment over the past year.  
 
In particular, I want to thank Leo, who has been so supportive of me and whom I can rely on 100%. With recent ups 
and downs, personally and professionally, it has been reassuring to know he has kept things going, not an easy 
feat with his social calendar!   
 
After 11 years on the serving team, Emily is now the Senior Server, due to Ken Bramwell retiring recently. I know I 
am somewhat biased, but I am very proud of Emily‟s commitment to her duties with the serving team. Ken will be 
very much missed as part of the serving team. I learned so much from him, and his loyalty and commitment knew 
no bounds. I thank him also for his continuing support behind the scenes! 
 
It has been great to also welcome Lewis and Paul and Sophie to the team.  

 

 
 
 

Services Family Support Group 

 
March 17

th
, 2010 saw the inaugural meeting of a new activity at St Faith‟s. Its purpose is to provide a focus for 

prayer and support for and on behalf of armed forces personnel and their families, through regular meetings and 
activities. Since that date, we have gathered at St Faith‟s on the first Wednesday evening of each month, for 
worship and prayer,  
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with refreshments and fellowship to follow. A small band of church members, together with the regular help of T.A. 
padre George Perera, are joined by service visitors, together with others from the local community and other 
churches to pray for those serving on missions abroad and those suffering injury or the pain of bereavement.  
 
In our first year, three special events were held. In August there was a very successful barbecue in the vicarage 
grounds. In November we helped to pack Christmas parcels to be sent out to serving personnel. And in December, 
as part of the Christmas Tree Festival, with a tree to raise money for Save Our Soldiers, a large audience sang 
carols to the accompaniment of a Territorial Army band in the presence of many visitors and service and cadet 
personnel. 
 
We are grateful to those from our congregation who have supported us (and catered for us!) from the outset, and 
extend a warm welcome to all who may care to join us on future Wednesdays. 
 
 

 

Holiday Club 

Joan Tudhope 
 
We are grateful to Lynne Connolly who once again ran the S. Faith‟s Holiday Club in 2010.  The children enjoyed a 
fun packed week which ended with the usual barbecue and this time a magician enthralled everyone there.  
Thanks are extended to all the Leaders of the Groups and to those who helped in any way whatsoever, with 
particular thanks to Lynne for organizing the week. 
 
 
 
 

United Benefice Walsingham Circle 
Joan Tudhope 
This year the Walsingham Circle commemorated special feast days with a Mass, which was open to all to attend.  
However some events had to be put on hold due to adverse weather conditions and other obstacles outside of our 
control.  The group made plans during the year for its bi-annual pilgrimage to Walsingham which will take place in 
October 2011. 
 
 
 

 

United Benefice Men’s Fellowship 

James Roderick 

The Men‟s Fellowship was formed last year to encourage gentlemen from the United Benefice to meet together 
from time to time in a spirit of easy conviviality.  There is no hard and fast rule to this, people come and go as they 
please.  Conversations and get-togethers are quiet, relaxed and easy; ideas for future activities are well underway. 
There are about twenty or so men from St. Faith‟s and St. Mary‟s in the Fellowship. 

To date we have visited Cain‟s Brewery, had a Christmas Meal at the Barbacoa and planning evenings. “Work-ins” 
have been organised both for St. Mary‟s and St. Faith‟s, as well as walks, cycle rides and other adventures.  

All the people involved in the Fellowship look forward to the events as they unfold in 2011. 

 

Music in the United Benefice 
Sam Austin 
 
Membership of the choir has remained steady over the past 12 months, we have had a couple of enquiries from 
potential new members from outside but these have yet to bear fruit. We do welcome new members, so please 
speak to me or a member of the choir if you are interested in joining us. 
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Over the past 12 months we have been exploring new hymnody in both churches. We are still basing the hymn 
choices on the Ancient and Modern New Standard, but not restricting ourselves to that book exclusively. 
  
During Lent, the choir at St Faith‟s have been singing the Sanctus and Agnus Dei from “Festive Eucharist” by Noel 
Rawsthorne, which was written for the festival service held in 1978 to commemorate the completion of Liverpool 
Cathedral. By Easter, I am hoping the congregation will have absorbed this by osmosis and be able to join in, 
learning the Gloria after Easter. Interestingly, this Mass setting was in use regularly at St Faith‟s 20 years ago, so 
some people may remember it. 
  
At St Mary‟s, we have replaced the long-worn-out “Appleford Service” with “The Addington Service” by Richard 
Shepherd. The congregation picked it up quickly and seem to be happy with it; we‟ll learn the Gloria after Easter. 
  
Last year, Stephen Hargreaves and I took the decision to suspend organ recitals at St Faith‟s; they were just not 
proving to be popular. One of the problems is that the organ just is not a recital instrument, but it manages what it 
does very well considering its size and position in the building. It does play the music of Cesar Franck very well, 
and during Lent Stephen and I played a piece of Franck at the end of each of the devotional Sunday evening 
services. 
 

Some electrical work needs to be done to the organ at St Mary‟s in the medium term, but I am keen to couple this 
with some tonal improvements and reverse some of the unsuccessful changes carried out in the 1960s. 
  
Finally I would like to thank the choir for their hard work and commitment over the past year, the congregation for 
their support, and Stephen Hargreaves, our unfailing Assistant Organist, who is leaving us at Easter for pastures 
new. 
 
 

  
 

Ministry Team 
Fred Nye 
 
This year the ministry team has been involved in both consolidating our pastoral work, and in welcoming new 
outreach developments. At our regular meetings we try to make sure that parishioners who need support or a visit 
are not overlooked, and we have found that the new rota for hospital visiting works really well. However, the 
pastoral work of the church would not be possible without the quiet and unassuming contribution of many of our 
church members, who provide an informal „network of care‟. For this we are very grateful. 
 
The year has also seen the introduction of a monthly baptism preparation group, for baptism families at both our 
churches. This complements the existing personal approach from a baptism visitor. At the preparation session 
parents and godparents are invited to watch an audio-visual presentation and to take part in a brief rehearsal of the 
service. A question and answer session follows, when the families can talk about their own experiences and 
expectations. They are encouraged to continue to pray for the newly baptised, and to take part in the churches‟ 
worship, particularly the family services. Although it is still early days, we are very hopeful that this experience will 
help to underline the meaning and the lifelong significance of baptism for these families. 
 
We should also mention the Services‟ Family Support service which is now a regular monthly feature at St Faith‟s, 
and pay tribute to Eunice Little for initiating this new way of „doing church‟. Those attending are given the 
opportunity to socialize with the service chaplains and service families, and to pray for them, and for all on active 
operations overseas, especially in Afghanistan. Many for whom we pray are local recruits. The service is a quiet 
focus for mission, in terms both of prayer and of practical support. 
 
We should not finish without saying a word of welcome and thanks to Geoff Dunn, our (relatively) new parish office 
manager. He is the unseen member of the team, and we are very grateful for his cheerful hard work and efficiency, 
which makes life so much easier for all of us. 
  
Despite all the challenges of finance and demography facing our two parishes, we give thanks for all that is 
achieved and offered in our church community. Please continue to pray for the team, and for all our church 
members, and especially for God‟s blessing and support for Father Neil. 
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Overseas Mission Activities  
Kathy Zimak 
 
The church has continued its traditional links with Africa. The Waterloo Partnership has seen a flourishing of 
support across the district, not least from our own congregation, who provide three members of the Trustees 

board, supported a special fund raising lunch in our church hall and provided volunteers for the Sainsbury bag 
packing at Christmas. A most beautiful Christmas tree with specially designed African decorations was much 

enjoyed at the church’s Christmas Tree Festival. This is an ecumenical venture on both sides of the partnership  

 
Support for Christian Aid has continued, with small donations following the 2010 Lent Count your Blessings  and 

Advent Footsteps calendar, and £304 from the Harvest Appeal. Many thanks to the loyal and brave band of 
collectors whose Christian witness produced a total of £1,040 for the work of Christian Aid, a substantial 

contribution to the Crosby and District total of £ 16,847.22. This is a vital part of the church’s mission as Christian 
Aid not only supports the work of many partners who are helping to transform their societies, but also campaigns 

to change the international policies that perpetuate world poverty.  

 
Similarly Traidcraft, which the church has supported this year through the Fairtrade stall, is much involved in 

supporting new enterprises in which producers get a fair price for their goods and also campaigns against the rich 
world’s exploitation of resources in developing countries. The Fairtrade stall has had a less successful year as 

regards money raised for the church but has still sold over £1,400 of Traidcraft goods during the year and 

additional items from the Occupied Territories of Palestine. 
 

The Big Brew event organised by Churches Together in Waterloo in the church was a great success. Many cards 
were signed, urging the big tea companies to make all their tea Fairtrade and the organisers were able to send 

£161 to Traidcraft for its work. The stations for prayer with accompanying written reflections were much 
appreciated by visitors. 
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