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Advent is a season of expectation and preparation, as the Church 
prepares to celebrate the coming (adventus) of Christ in his 
incarnation, and also looks ahead to his final advent as judge at the 
end of time. The readings and liturgies not only direct us towards 
Christ’s birth, they also challenge the modern reluctance to confront 
the theme of divine judgement: 
 
Every eye shall now behold him 
robed in dreadful majesty. 
(Charles Wesley) 
 
The Four Last Things – Death, Judgement, Heaven and Hell – have 
been traditional themes for Advent meditation. The characteristic 
note of Advent is therefore expectation, rather than penitence, 
although the character of the season is easily coloured by an analogy 
with Lent. The anticipation of Christmas under commercial pressure 
has also made it harder to sustain the appropriate sense of alert 
watchfulness, but the fundamental Advent prayer remains ‘Maranatha’ 
– ‘Our Lord, come’ (1 Corinthians 16.22). Church decorations are 
simple and spare, and purple is the traditional liturgical colour. 
In the northern hemisphere, the Advent season falls at the darkest 
time of the year, and the natural symbols of darkness and light are 
powerfully at work throughout Advent and Christmas.  
 
The lighting of candles on an Advent wreath was imported into 
Britain from northern Europe in the nineteenth century, and is now a 
common practice. The Moravian custom of the Christingle has 
similarly enjoyed great success in Britain since the latter 
part of the twentieth century, with the encouragement of the 
Children’s Society; Christingle services may take place before or after 
Christmas.  
The Third Sunday of Advent was observed in medieval times, and is 
here, as a splash of colour in the restrained atmosphere of Advent 
(Gaudete or ‘Rose Sunday’), and the last days of Advent were 
marked by the sequence of Great ‘O’ Antiphons, 
which continue to inspire modern Advent hymns and meditations, 
and form the Gospel Antiphons here. 
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The Gathering 
 
Hymn                 
 
+In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Bidding Prayer: 
My brothers and sisters, we enter today/celebrate at this time 
the solemn season of Advent, in which the Church bids us 
prepare to celebrate the coming of Christ; a coming that we 
recall in the Child of Bethlehem; a coming that we experience 
in the gift of his Spirit, in the bread of the Eucharist, in the joy 
of human lives that are shared; a coming we wait for when 
God gathers up all things in Christ.  Let us in this holy season 
reflect on the coming of Christ who brings light to the world.  
Let us leave behind the darkness of sin, walk in the light that 
shines on our path, and renew within ourselves the hope of 
glory to which he beckons us. 
 
The grace and peace of God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ be with you. 
and also with you. 
 
Prayers of Penitence  
and Lighting of the Candles at the Advent Wreath 
It is time for us to wake out of sleep, for deliverance is 
nearer to us now than it was when we first believed. It is far 
on in the night: day is near.  Let us therefore cast off the 
deeds of darkness and put on the armour as soldiers of the 
light. 
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Kyrie Confession 
 
The confession is introduced with seasonal words and a penitential 
sentence is said in between the Kyries. 
 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
Lord, have mercy 
Lord, have mercy. 

 
Absolution 
The president pronounces God’s love and forgiveness: 
 
Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us a kingdom 
that cannot be destroyed, +forgive you your sins, open your 
eyes to God’s truth, strengthen you to do God’s will and give 
you the joy of his kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
 

As each candle on the Wreath is lit, a prayer is said, ending with: 
Blessed be God forever. 
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The Collect is said and all respond: Amen. 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 
All sit. 
 
The Old Testament Reading 
At the end of the Reading: 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Remain seated for: 
The Psalm 
 
Remain seated for: 
The Epistle 
At the end of the Reading: 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
All stand for the Gospel 
 
Alleluia, alleluia,  
Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight, and all 
flesh shall see the salvation of God. 
Alleluia. 
 
Or one of the O Antiphons is said or sung. 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to … 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
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At the end of the Gospel: 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
All Sit.  
 
Sermon 
The Affirmation of Faith 
 
Let us declare our faith in God. 
We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 
 
We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 
 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 
 
We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
The Prayers 
Prayers of intercession and thanksgiving are offered.   
The following response may be used: 
 
Leader:  Maranatha  
Response: Come, Lord Jesus 
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 
The Peace 
 
In the tender mercy of our God, the dayspring from on high 
shall break upon us, to give light to those who dwell in 
darkness and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
Offertory hymn 
 
Preparation of the Table  
 
The following prayer may be used at the presentation of the 
offerings of the people: 
 
Bless these gifts to our use, and ourselves in your service. 
Amen. 
 
As this bread was scattered and then gathered and made one, 
so may your church be gathered into your kingdom.  
Glory to you, O God forever. 
 
Wisdom has built her a house;  
she has mixed her wine, she has set her table. 
Glory to you, O God forever. 
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The Eucharistic Prayer  
 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
From the First Sunday of Advent until 16th December: 
It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise,  
almighty God and everlasting Father,  
through Jesus Christ your Son.   
For when he humbles himself to come among us  
in human flesh, he fulfilled the plan you formed  
before the foundation of the world  
to open for us the way of salvation. 
Confident that your promise will be fulfilled,  
we now watch for the day when Christ our Lord  
will come again in glory.   
And so we join our voices with angels and archangels,  
and with all the company of heaven, to proclaim your glory, 
for ever praising you and saying [singing]: 
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From 17th December until Christmas Eve: 
It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise, 
almighty God and everlasting Father,  
through Jesus Christ your Son.   
He is the one foretold by all the prophets,  
whom the Virgin Mother bore with love beyond all telling. 
John the Baptist was his herald  
and made him known when at last he came.   
In his love Christ fills us with joy  
as we prepare to celebrate his birth,  
so that when he comes again  
he may find us watching in prayer,   
our hearts filled with wonder and praise. 
And so, with angels and archangels and with all the company 
of heaven we proclaim your glory, and join in the unending 
hymn of praise: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.  
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Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; grant 
that by the power of your Holy Spirit, and according to your 
holy will, these gifts of bread and wine may be to us the body 
and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;  
 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread and 
gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his disciples, 
saying:  
 
Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you; do this in 
remembrance of me. 
 
In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you 
thanks; he gave it to them, saying: 
 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died; 
Christ is risen; 
Christ will come again.  
 
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, his 
perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, we celebrate this 
memorial of our redemption. 
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup and we thank you 
for counting us worthy to stand in your presence and serve 
you. 
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Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather into one in 
your kingdom all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of the Blessed Virgin Mary, St 
Faith and all the saints, may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and with whom, 
and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,  
for ever and ever.  Amen. 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
As we wait in joyful expectation for the coming of his 
kingdom, let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has 
taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven: 
Hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come,  thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei 
 
All say or sing: 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
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Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us your peace. 
 

OR 
 
Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us; 
Jesus, Bearer of our Sins, have mercy on us; 
Jesus, Redeemer of the World, grant us peace. 
 
Invitation to Communion 
God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people. 
Jesus Christ is holy,  
Jesus Christ is Lord,  
To the glory of God the Father. 
 
 
At the distribution of communion, the minister says to each communicant: 
The Body of Christ     
The Blood of Christ           and each responds: Amen.  
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After Communion, silence is kept.  At the Sunday morning 
Eucharist, the Angelus is rung. 
 
Prayer After Communion 
The post-communion prayer is said and all respond: 
Amen. 
 
Notices may be given. 
 
The Dismissal 
 
Hymn 
 
For Advent Sunday: 
With love and justice: 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
With judgement and mercy: 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
In power and glory: 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
In wisdom and truth: 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
The Dismissal Gospel 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God and 
saying, ‘the time is fulfilled and the kingdom of God has come 
near; repent, and believe in the good news.’ 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you O Christ. 
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May God the Father, judge all-merciful, make us worthy of a 
place in his kingdom. 
Amen. 
May God the Son, coming among us in power, reveal in our 
midst the promise of his glory.  
Amen. 
May God the Holy Spirit make us steadfast in faith, joyful in 
hope and constant in love. 
Amen. 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
+the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always Amen. 
 
Other Sundays: 
Our Lord says, ‘I am coming soon.’  
Amen, come, Lord Jesus. 
 
May the Lord, when he comes, find us watching and waiting. 
Amen. 
 
Christ, the Son of Righteousness shine before you, scatter 
the darkness from before your path, and make you ready to 
meet him when he comes in glory; and the blessing of God 
almighty, 
+the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 
The Dismissal 
 
Go in the peace of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
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