
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Vestry Meeting 

 
1. Election of Two Churchwardens 

 
 

 Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

 
1. Apologies for absence 
2. Notification of any other business 
3. Minutes of the previous APCM, 23rd April 2012 
4. Reports 
 

 The Electoral Roll 
 The PCC 
 The Financial Statements of the PCC 
 The Church Fabric 
 The Deanery Synod 
 Church Organisations and Groups 

5. Elections and appointments 
 

 Deputy Churchwardens 
 Four members of the PCC (to serve three years) 
 One member of the PCC (to serve two years) 
 One member of the Deanery Synod (to serve one year) 
 Sidespeople 
 Independent Examiner 
 Committees of the PCC: 

 Catering Team 

 Finance 

 Premises 

 Mission Group 
6. Chairman’s Remarks 
7. Any Other Business (as previously notified) 
8. Closing prayers 

 

 
 

The Parish Church of Saint Faith, Great Crosby 
 

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 

 

Tuesday, 23 April 2013  



Annual Parochial Church Meeting 2012  
 

Minutes of the meeting held in Saint Faith’s Church,  
on 23rd April, 2012, at 8.20 pm. 
 
 
VESTRY MEETING   
 
Election of two Churchwardens: Nominations had been received for Maureen Madden, 
proposed by Lillie Wilmot and seconded by Joan Tudhope and for Margaret Houghton, 
proposed by Maureen Madden and seconded by Chris Price. In the absence of any 
other nominations, Maureen Madden and Margaret Houghton were duly elected. 
 
 
ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING    
The meeting opened with a welcome to the 37 parishioners present. 
 
1. Apologies for absence.   Barbara Dagnall, Bill Dagnall, Margaret Davies, Fr Peter 

Goodrich, Margaret Goodrich, Peggy Mattison, Jackie Parry, Avis Port, Kathy Zimak,    
2. Notification of Any Other Business.    None 
 
3. Minutes of the previous APCM on 28th April 2011.    Joan Tudhope proposed and 

Fred Mackert seconded, that the minutes be received as a correct record of the 
meeting. This was unanimously approved. 

 
4. Reports. 
 

 Electoral Roll – it was reported that there were currently 105 names on the Electoral 
Roll, with one name added and four removed during the past year.  

 

 PCC – the report as set out in the Annual Report was taken as read.. 
 

 Financial Statement of the PCC – David Jones, Treasurer, spoke to the Financial 
Statements, as reported in the Annual Report, posted on line and available in church, 
and as had been approved by the PCC on 12 March and signed on their behalf by Fr 
Neil, Chairman of the PCC. The statements included the audited accounts and the 
report of the Independent Examiner Mr Raymond Bissex FCA. He stressed the 
relatively healthy state of current church finances. Thanks were expressed to the 
treasurer for his sterling efforts.  

 

 Church Fabric – Maureen Madden, Warden and Chair of the Premises Committee, 
spoke to the report as outlined in the Annual Report. Fr Neil expressed his thanks for 
the successful resolution of security problems following the installation of the locked 
church gates. 

 

 Deanery Synod.  The Deanery Synod Report was taken as read and unanimously 
agreed. 

 
It was proposed by Chris Price and seconded by Joan Tudhope that all the foregoing 
reports be accepted. This was agreed unanimously. 



  

 Church Organisations and Groups – Those present were given time to read the 
reports from the various groups; some of those involved commented on their 
particular contributions. Fr. Neil spoke of the variety of these diverse activities and 
the great contribution they made to the life and witness of St Faith’s as a vibrant 
community. He warmly thanked those who had contributed to and written all the 
reports and the members of the groups for their commitment and hard work. 

 
 

 
5 Elections and Appointments       
 

 Election for two Deputy Churchwardens:  Nominations had been received for 
Christine Spence, proposed by Jackie Parry, seconded by Joan McKortel, and for 
Brenda Cottarel, proposed by Joan McKortel, seconded by Jackie Parry. In the 
absence of any other nominations, Christine Spence and Brenda Cottarel were duly 
elected.   

 

 Election of  Members of the PCC to serve for three years (4 vacancies), for two 
years (1) and for one year (1) 
Nominations had been received for Irene Taylor (proposed by Eunice Little, 
seconded by Margaret Houghton), Sally Noakes (Joan Tudhope and Maureen 
Madden), Viv Shillitoe (Joan Tudhope, Margaret Davies), Di Jackson (Maureen 
Madden, Brenda Cottarel) and Mike Broom (Maureen Madden, Joan Tudhope).  
These were unanimously elected en bloc, and would meet subsequently to decide 
their respective duration of office. 
 
Subsequently, at a meeting of newly-elected members, it was agreed that Mike 
Broom, Sally Noakes and Irene Taylor were to serve for 3 years, Viv Shillitoe 
for 2 years and Di Jackson for one year.  
(see the end of this document)   
 

 Election of Sidespeople:  Fr Neil thanked all those who had served, over the past 
year, in this important role of representing the Bishop within St Faith’s and welcoming 
people into the church. The following list, proposed by Fred Nye and seconded by 
Rosie Walker was unanimously approved:     
Brenda Cottarel, Mary Crooke, Audrey Dawson, Jackie Dale, Jill Deeprose, Gareth 
Griffiths, Corinne Hedgecock,  Di Jackson, Eunice Little, Sally Noakes, Sheila 
Roberts, Eric Salisbury, Irene Salisbury, Irene Taylor, Denise Walker, Rick Walker, 
Rosie Walker, Jackie Williams, Lillie Wilmot. 

 

 Apointment of Independent Examiner:  Raymond Bissex, the current Independent 
Examiner, was proposed by David Jones, seconded by Denise McDougall, and 
unanimously elected. 

 

 Election of people to serve on committees of the PCC:   
 

 Catering Team:   Fr Neil Kelley (Incumbent ex-officio), Ruth Winder (Team Leader), 
Mary Crooke, Audrey Dawson, Angie Price, Marie Griffiths, Helen Kibby, Eunice 
Little,  Judith Moizer, Linda Nye, Christine Spence, Irene Taylor, Rosie Walker, Fiona 
Whalley, Lillie Wilmot  



 Finance Committee:  Fr Neil (Incumbent ex officio), David Jones (Treasurer/Chair), 
Maureen Madden (Warden), Margaret Houghton (Warden), Chris Price, Peter 
Garner, Gareth Griffiths, Rick Walker,  

 

 Premises Committee:  Fr Neil Kelley (Incumbent ex officio), Margaret Houghton 
(Warden/Chair), Maureen Madden (Warden), Michael Broom, Ken Bramwell, Michael 

Carr, Helen Kibbey, Christine Spence, Ruth Winder. 
 

 Mission Group:   Fr Neil (Incumbent ex officio), Fred Nye (Reader/Chair), Audrey 
Dawson, Linda Nye, Jackie Parry, Angie Price, Joan Tudhope, Rosie Walker, John 
Woodley, Kathleen Zimak. 

 

 
 
6    Chairman’s Report to APCM 2011   
 

Since the last APCM finance has occupied much of our discussions and deliberations. Our 
recent campaign, of which much has been said, was both a necessity and also, in many 
ways, a success. 

 
For some years now people have been quite vocal in complaining when I have spelt the facts 
and figures out. Yet, as the recent campaign highlighted, much of what we have said and 
printed still hasn’t reached all congregation members! I hope the personal visits and 
conversations that happened as a result of the campaign have helped to dispel the myths, 
although I doubt that the financial facts are easy to swallow! 
  
My grateful thanks must go to all those PCC members who were part of the planning of the 
campaign and were responsible for putting together, with Chris Price, the various documents 
that were needed. Thanks, too, to those of you who undertook personal visits.  
 
Having said all that though, this is no time at all to rest on our financial laurels! Before the 
campaign began, we heard that something like 20-25% of people who call themselves 
regular members of the church were not pledging any financial support for the church at all. 
At the end of the campaign, that figure has not altered significantly. Two wrongs don’t make 
a right, we know, and if everyone took that attitude then we would certainly not be here now. 
But it does concern me that the message has only got through to some, and not others. It is 
a serious cause for concern. Perhaps my successor will be more successful than I in 
reversing this trend! 
 
We have finally paid a month’s large amount in full to the diocese. Long may that last! But 
the thing to bear in mind is that we only need to lose one of our ‘generous’ givers and we will 
quickly fall into the vulnerable category of not being able to meet our obligations. So whilst I 
don’t want to be a prophet of doom, what  we have achieved is making ourselves stable, not 
flush! But it’s the strongest position we have been in for many years.  
 
Despite a period of uncertainty in the music department our musical tradition has been 
maintained and we are pleased that Daniel Rathbone is now among us as acting Director of 
Music. He is in fact our permanent director of music though not on the same formal 
contractual basis as Sam; that said, we have him here for as long as he is able to be with us. 
 
Thanks must go to a whole host of people who do all sorts of jobs, some are obvious and 
seen, some are behind the scenes and unseen; and the different reports from the various 



groups who serve the Church and the Community show what a vibrant and busy year it has 
been. We have managed to rise to every challenge! 
 
We welcomed Helen Coffey on a long placement last summer and have continued to 
welcome other Mirfield students with us in the past year. Five students came and gave us 
some memorable Lent addresses for the second year running. I know they all put a great 
deal of time and effort to come and be with us, and on their one free evening of the week! At 
the May Devotions service next month there will be a chance to thank them formally for the 
link we have enjoyed during the past few years.  
 
The Ministry to sick and housebound continues to be one which is shared amongst us and I 
am grateful to all who share in this vital ministry.  
  
Although the news that I am to move on to a new post technically belongs to next year’s 
APCM (for it didn’t happen before 31st December 2011) nevertheless it would be remiss of 
me to make no mention of it. It will be with a heavy heart, and most definitely mixed 
emotions, that I move on from St. Faith’s and St. Mary’s in June after some 13 years of 
ministry here. Life has never been short of its challenges in this United Benefice and there 
will be some time for me to share my personal thanks and thoughts before I leave. But I do 
believe that after 13 years God is calling me to a new phase in my priestly ministry. My close 
friends will tell you that I had no intention of ever leaving the north – having assumed the role 
of an honorary ‘scouser’ – but it is an added bonus that my next parish will take me so much 
nearer to my family in Plymouth and Portsmouth.  
 
As I reflect on my time here I realise there are mistakes I have made, but I hope there have 
been some achievements too. I hope whoever follows me will be more successful in the area 
of bringing in young people and families than I have been, for example. An area which most 
definitely needs developing. 
 
Not only do I believe it is right for me to move after 13 years; but I also believe that it is right 
for the United Benefice. Being adult about it, there are questions which need to be faced 
about the future of our United Benefice which will not be explored whilst I am still in post. The 
time is right for you, as well as me. 
 
I know I’ve said this many times before but it does concern me that so few see the need to 
embrace the area of mission. Growth is a long, challenging and often painful process; it won’t 
happen overnight and it won’t happen when our energies are channelled in the wrong place! 
Spiritual growth is not the same as always getting what we want when we come to church. 
Growth has to start with us as individuals though. As the Methodist minister Neville Ward 
once said, unless we change, we cannot grow. St. Faith’s is blessed, more so than many 
churches, with so many talented, capable, generous, hard-working and experienced people. 
All those gifts need to be focussed in a positive way to work together for a bright future – 
something which we believe is possible under God’s guidance. We are not short of 
challenges in this parish and in this United Benefice, but as an Easter people we must never 
be short of hope or short of the enthusiasm which God alone can provide. 
 
Back in the 1990s when he was Bishop of London, David Hope received a letter from the 
parish of All Saints Margaret Street. They were in interregnum and had to describe 
themselves for the parish profile about to be put together. They said they were… 
 
”Demanding, intelligent, eccentric, crazy, sad, muddled, confused and, sometimes, part of 
the holy people of God, but never boring!” [p.54 “Signs of Hope” – Archbishop David Hope, 
published 2001 by Continuum] 



 
Sounds pretty true of this place too! And I thank God that for the last 13 years you have 
allowed me to be a part of that colourful mix.  
 
 

7   Any other Business   (as previously notified)          None 
 

 
8  Close of Meeting:  The chairman thanked all present for their attendance. The meeting 
closed at 9.30 pm with     prayers. 
 

 
 
 

A special meeting, following item 5 of the APCM 2012, was held 
in St Faith’s Church,  9.40 pm Tuesday, 23 April 2012  
 
Agenda:  Duration of office for the newly elected PCC members. 
   
The newly-elected wardens, Maureen Madden and Margaret Houghton met those of the 
newly-elected PCC members who were present, and it was decided that these latter 
would serve as follows: 
 
Mike BROOM, Sally NOAKES and Irene TAYLOR 3 years, Viv SHILLITOE for 2 years 
and Di JACKSON for one year. 
 
 
 
Lillie Wilmot (PCC Secretary) 
 


