Milestones
in a Ministry
Fr Neil Kelley at St Faith’s: 1999-2012
To mark the ending of his 13 years’ ministry as Vicar of
the United Benefice, we present year-by-year edited highlights,
in words and photographs, of each year’s events at St Faith’s

A.D. 2012
Fr Neil’s unexpected announcement that he would be leaving us in June after thirteen years as Vicar of the
United Benefice meant, among other things, that 2012 would be only half a milestone. So this final archive
highlights six months of events, the last three days of which are recorded in more detail, as linked below.

Eat, drink and
be merry!
The Senior Citizens’
lunch, moved from
Christmas to the
New Year last year,
was officially
scheduled for
Epiphany in 2012. It
was soon followed by
another blow-out
when we enjoyed a
pre-Lent luncheon.

Lent and Easter 2012
Fr Neil’s final year was characterised by
the colourful, dramatic and powerful
sequence of worship that he has shaped
over the years. In readiness for the
Lenten season, the reredos was closed
over, the black hangings put in place,
and the Great Crucifix brought from the
Chapel of the Cross to be lifted into
position against the black background

The Palm Sunday procession started
from outside the hall this year, with
portable donkeys at the ready, before the
veiled processional cross headed the walk
round to the church

A unique feature of Holy Week was a
performance of Liszt’s ‘Via Crucis’
sung by the Metropolitan Cathedral
Cantata Choir to accompany the
moving service of the Stations of the
Cross around the church

For the sombre, powerful rituals of
Maundy Thursday, at the re-enactment
of the Last Supper, the congregation
move up from their pews to stand
around the Nave Altar for the
consecration and the communion

Lift High the Cross
During the solemn liturgy of Good Friday,
the veiled Great Crucifix is borne up from
the back of church to be placed in the Choir
for veneration by the congregation
All is sweetness and light on Easter morning,
as some of the children prepare to parade
with their Easter bonnets

‘Faithful unto Death’
Joseph Bell, heroic chief engineer of the ‘Titanic’
and a one-time member of St Faith’s, is
commemorated in this plaque, whose dedication
is recorded in our church’s first service book. On
the centenary of the sinking, he was remembered
at St Faith’s, and an anthem composed for the
occasion by our new Director of Music, Daniel
Rathbone, received its first performance

Fair’s Fair
On May 5th, in a dry interval between wet
days and weeks, we held a highly successful
Spring Fair. Victorian ladies served Victorian
teas in the vicarage garden, while Merchant
Taylors’ boys entertained them. There was a
major and welcome input from our uniformed
organisations, including a plant stall

Hunt the Dog?
Welcome visitors to the Fair were local
police dog handlers and their search dogs
– although it was hard to photograph them
beneath crowds of eager children trying to
pet them (the dogs, that is)

Splashdown!
One of the day’s highlights was the vicar
submitting to wet sponges in the newly
built pillory. The Hon. Asst. Curate was
oddly eager to have a go...

Evening High Masses have been a
feature of the last 13 years, and Fr
Neil presided for the last time at St
Faith’s on the Feast of Corpus
Christi, when the service included
the blessing of Eucharistic ministers
from the United Benefice

Three Days to Remember
June 23rd – 25th were Fr Neil’s last three
days in the United Benefice, and they were
full of happenings. Away from the parishes,
our ex-organist Ged Callacher was priested
at St Monica’s R.C.Church, Bootle, by
Archbishop Patrick Kelly on the Friday

The next morning Fr Neil, with co-Crosby
Cleric Fr Gregor Cuff and violinist Melanie
Harvey, gave a farewell concert in St Faith’s
in our Summer Saturday recital series, at
which Neil has been a regular and gifted
soloist and accompanist over the years

That night it was party time.
The hall was packed with
congregations and friends as,
fed by a hog roast, we bid the
vicar farewell. It goes without
saying that a Good Time was
Had by All, although some
priests looked more serious
than others

At presentation time, churchwarden
Maureen Madden cued nine people to
reveal in turn letters which acted as
initials of Neil’s priestly qualities. O
was for outrageous...! Speeches,
recitations and songs then brought the
evening to a close.

Fittingly, of course, the final act was
one of worship, in St Mary’s the
following morning. At the end of his
final Sung Eucharist, and after
presentations from Sunday School
children, Fr Neil Kelley symbolically
disrobed at the high altar, handed
over his keys and was slowly escorted
from church by the four wardens as
an era for the United Benefice finally
drew to a close
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