Milestones
in a Ministry
Fr Neil Kelley at St Faith’s: 1999-2012
To mark the ending of his 13 years’ ministry as Vicar of
the United Benefice, we present year-by-year edited highlights,
in words and photographs, of each year’s events at St Faith’s

A.D. 2011

Eat, Drink and be Merry
The 2010 senior citizens’
Christmas dinner was,
largely because of the
weather at the end of that
year, staged in January 2011.
Father Neil welcomed the
young in heart to the hall,
and the stalwarts of the
catering team prepared to
feed them

Candles and
Chips
At the atmospheric
feast of Candlemass in
February 2011, our
lovely ‘Rabbit
Madonna’ statue is
haloed in candlelight.
In the spring, some of
the United Benefice
Men’s Fellowship
undertook a long
seaside walk, followed,
as we see here, by a
well-earned pub meal

After the evening mass of Corpus
Christi, the clergy, including ordinand
Helen Coffey, on pastoral placement
with us, smile for the camera.
The vicar smiles later in the year at the
prospect of sausages and burgers, during
the annual summer barbecue in the
sylvan setting of the vicarage garden

Smile, please!
Ex-organist Ged Callacher was
ordained at Petertide in the Roman
Catholic church, to the delight of
his friends and to Fr Dennis, who
celebrated at the bun fight as only
he knows how.
More smiles and patriotic fervour at
the Last Night of the Proms, as Fr Neil
is joined by soloists Sarah Helsby
Hughes and Huw Rhys-Evans

Barbershop and
All That Jazz
In July, and in aid of the
Waterloo Partnership, Rick
Walker organised a first for St
Faith’s – his Wayfarers Close
Harmony Singers and a
traditional jazz orchestra made
music- and money - in church

Seeking the Spirit
On pilgrimage to Walsingham once
more, a group from St Faith’s and
other churches pose outside the
Shrine buildings.
On spare afternoons, they usually
visit local attractions, and Avis made
the most of a tour of a distillery.

Fr Neil’s
incumbency has
seen a steady
stream of
ordinands from
the College of the
Resurrection at
Mirfield visiting St
Faith’s to deliver
Lenten addresses
and, as here, to
take part in the
colourful rituals of
the Patronal
Festival

Tree Time
As the year drew to a close, it was
time for the third Christmas Tree
Festival, raising funds for local
charities and organisations.
On Advent Sunday, the first
candle on the Advent Wreath is
lit amongst the trees.
In the evenings, young and old
were entranced by the glowing
trees. And on one plain tree,
visitors were invited to pin their
touching prayers and petitions.
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