Milestones
in a Ministry
Fr Neil Kelley at St Faith’s: 1999-2012
To mark the ending of his 13 years’ ministry as Vicar of
the United Benefice, we present year-by-year edited highlights,
in words and photographs, of each year’s events at St Faith’s

A.D. 2006
On May 20th, St Faith’s hosted a gala concert in
support of work being planned at the shrine of
Our Lady of Walsingham. Fr Neil is seen with
the Archbishop of York, Churchwardens Leo
and Kari, and members of the congregation.

The Holiday Clubs at both churches continued to
flourish in 1996. Young people board a coach to
take them on an adventure, and have fun with a
colourful ‘parachute’ on the playing fields of
Merchant Taylors’ School

This was the year when we said
farewell to Ged Callacher, as our
organist left to begin training for the
Roman Catholic priesthood. Here he is
seen receiving a blessing from the vicar,
performing with him in a concert in
church, and in characteristic relaxing
mode!

The month of September was
eventful. Fr Neil was licensed by
the Bishop of Warrington as
Diocesan Adviser on Liturgy and
Worship at a service in St Faith’s.

The same month saw
Fr Charles Billington,
one-time vicar of St
Faith’s returning to
preside at a High Mass
of Thanksgiving to
mark fifty years as a
priest.
Soon after came the
annual Last Night of
the Proms again, with
Sister Elizabeth and
friends in full voice.
An unusual but moving
occasion marked the
funeral of Bill
Williams, whose jazz
band played for the
service and saw him
out of church in
traditional style.
The Patronal High
Mass of Saint Faith
saw the usual parade of
visiting priests at this
powerful and typically
colourful service.

The preacher at the Patronal
service was the Bishop of Burnley.
A few weeks later, Father
Christmas put in his usual
appearance at the United Benefice
Sunday Schools’ Christmas
party at St Mary’s.
The annual ‘Toy Service’ at the
beginning of Advent saw the
uniformed organisations on
Parade, and offerings of toys by
the congregation as part of a
collection for needy families.

Finally, Reader Fred Nye and his wife Linda received a blessing from Fr
Neil as they prepared to be part of a group of members of the Waterloo
Partnership getting ready for a visit to Waterloo, Sierra Leone.
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